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THEUSAREUR* MEDICAL-SURGICAL 'CONFERENCE 
LANDSTUHL, GERMANY, SEPTEMBER, 1955 

BY 

Lieut.-Colonel HARRY POZNER, M.C. 
Royal Army Medical Corps 

• 

DURING the last five years the frequent conferences held by the Medical Corps 
of the United States Army in Europe at its larger hospitals in Germany have 
become an established feature of European military medicine. 

The most recent of these conferences was held on 16th-17th September, 
1955, at the V.S. Army Hospital, Landstuhl, on the borders of the Saar. More 
ambitious in scope and better attended than previous meetings, it also introduced 
the newly appointed USAREUR Surgeon, Major-General Alvin L. Gorby, an 
old acquaintance of the ~.A.M.C., to a large gathering of American s.ervice 
doctors from Germany, Allstria, France and Britain. 

Among those invited to attend were' the civilian consultants in orthopredic 
surgery and psychiatry to the Surgeon General's Office in Washington, medical 
officers from the Canadian Army and Royal Canadian Air Force, and the Con
sultant in Surgery and the Adviser in Psychiatry to Headquarters, British Army 
of the Rhine. The programme .was a most extensive one covering a wide field 
in clinical medicine, surgery and psychiatry, and included papers on dental 
surgery and special nursing. 

Each paper given by a member of the hospital medical staff was limited in 
duration to twenty minutes. After a five-minute commentary by some senior 
specialist or distinguished visitor there was a short period for general discussion. 
Among many items of interes.t was an excellent film on the therapy of hyperten
sion and a very good if rather hurried demonstration of service patients suffering 
frem muscular dystrophies and multiple sclerosis. "For the active participation of 
the visitors there were panel discussions and problem cases for diagnosis. 

A good deal of attention was paid to the retiology of psychiatric illness and 
psychosomatic disorders in service men, and one of the most stimulating and 
informative of the topics' for general consideration was a paper entitled "The 
Caribbean-Latin Syndrome or Simulated Psychiatric Disease." This subject, 
although referring specifically to' Porto Rican recruits in the V.S. Army, w_as 
mainly concerned with the general sociological problem of assimilating small 
groups of individuals with conspicuously different racial characteristics and 
cultural backgrounds into the comparatively inelastic structure of a military 
organization. In its long and variegated history the British Army has coped 
successfully on many occasions with comparable situations. 

The outstanding impressions obtained from this conference were of its 
efficient and meticulous preparation, and of the manner in which high-ranking 
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combatant and executive· non-medical officers proudly identified themselves 
with the interests and professional standing of their medical services. For the 
practising doctor it was an excellent and instructive programme. 

The writer of these notes was particularly impressed by the profusion of 
senior regular military psychiatrists, and the presence of flJlly accepted and 
commissioned clinical psychologists and psychiatric and social welfare workers. 
It also seemed that American medicine was developing a colourful phraseology 
of its own after a distinguished surgeon was heard to refer to the "index of 
suspicion" in a case, indicating the degree of probability of finding a specific 
disease entity in a patient, after a "hospital work-up," in which he had been 
subjected to a full range pf clinical and pathological investigations. 

An official banquet and mutual expressions of good will concluded this 
conference, and it was felt, certainly by the representatives of the R.A.M.C" 
that such occasions did much to raise the status and potentialities of service 
medicine. 

LIFE IN LADYSMITH 

The following letter dated May 7th, 1900, written from L~dysmith by Lady Bruce, to her 
brother, Dr. Russell Steele, of Hemel Hempstead, is reproduced by courtesy of her 
nephew, Dr. Russell V. Steele, and the editor of the "Hertfordshire Hemel Hempstead 
Gazette". Lady Bruce's husband was at that iime Major David Bruce, F.R.S., Royal 
Army Medical Corps. 

ROYAL HOTEL, LADYSMITH 

May 7th, 1900 

My DEAR RUSSELL, 

Your letter has been following me about from place to place, and has at last 
found us. David had a month's leave after the relief, and we spent it riding 
down to Pietermaritzburg ; at least, he did. My horse, which was a regular 
siege horse, knocked up at Colenso, so I sent him back to his owner, with thanks, 
and went on by train. After a week at Colenso, where we rode over all the battle
fields, to Mooi River, where we spent another week at a farmer's who had had 
all his valuable horses taken by the Boers, amongst which was my pet horse that 
I had sent down to be safe. Then we went for ten days to the Pepworths of 
Pepworth Hill fame, the said hill being on his property up here. They are nice 
people and they gave us as much milk, eggs, and vegetables as we could swallow, 
the three things we most wanted. Then to Pietermaritzburg to buy some 
garments which were much needed. 

I expect if Florrie has been down she will have told you all about our being 
at Intombi Camp during the siege, but don't know if she has received all my 
letters; so many went wrong just at first. After Elandslaagte fight David had a 
bad time, operating for about thirty hours straight off, and as he was head of the 
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