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BOOK REVIEWS 
Handbook of Communicable Diseases and School Health. Fourteenth Edition. Issued by The Medical 

Officer of Schools Association. London. J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1969. 15s. 
This publication has succeeded in collecting together a great deal of up-to-date information from 

a variety of sources in the form of a small handbook of 141 pages. Many useful references are given 
where space does not permit detailed discussion of a particular topic. 

However, the emphasis throughout is on the problem of the older child at a residential school, and 
the book is therefore of limited value to the medical officer specifically concerned with the care of young 
children at Primary School. 

The section of three pages on immunisation is barely adequate, and contains some errors of fact. 
For example an International Certificate of vaccination against cholera is valid for six months from the 
date of the first dose, not the second as stated in the text. This section is also misleading as it does not 
mention that yellow fever and cholera certificates do not become valid until ten days and six days 
respectively after primary vaccination. 

It is surprising that no mention is made of the problems of the handicapped school child. A 
comprehensive discussion would be outside the scope of a handbook of this size, but a brief outline of 
the facilities provided by local authorities, regional boards, and voluntary agencies would be a useful 
addition to the book. 

The section on communicable diseases gives a brief, but comprehensive and up to date, summary 
of the relevant facts, and school medical officers will no doubt find this a valuable guide for ready 
reference. C. J. LEWTHWAITE 
Textbook of Medical Treatment. Eleventh Edition. Sir DERRICK DUNLoP, STANLEY ALSTEAD and ALASTAIR 

G. MACGREGOR. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1968. Pp. xiii + 720. 75s. 
The eleventh edition in some thirty years of this deservedly popular textbook appears in the more 

modern format with the text in double columns. In addition to extensive revision, two new sections 
have been added. It is a sign of the times that one should be on " Ill-health due to drugs ". 

It is a remarkable book easy to read and to learn from for the student, full of information and 
guidance for the general practitioner and a convenient adequate reference text for consultant physicians. 
It is recommended with confidence, as the best and most readable textbook of therapeutics available. 

A discrepancy is noted however in that opposite advice is given on the use of neomycin in hepatic 
failure on pages 14 and 262. Such an error in no way detracts from the value of the book but merely 
indicates that editors are, after all, only human. J. P. BAIRD 
Livingstone's Dictionary for Nurses. Thirteenth Edition. NANCY ROPER. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone 

Ltd. 1969. Pp xvi + 590. Illustrated. 8/6d. 
Miss Roper's revision of the Livingstone Dictionary for Nurses is very good. The section dealing 

with poisoning is of particular value. 
I recommend this pocket book to all concerned in nursing whether trained or in training. 

J. M. ORFORD 
Body Fluids in Surgery. Third Edition. A. W. WILKINSON. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1969. 

Pp xi + 307. Illustrated. 35s. 
I have read this well-known book with great interest. The wealth of scientific data well applied to 

the clinical problem provides an absorbing book. Professor Wilkinson has covered not only the water 
and electrolytes, but the effects of injury and shock. 

This is a book that should be read by all surgeons. It will provide a useful reference in a hospital 
library. I. M. CRAN 
The Eye in General Practice. Fifth Edition. C. R. S. JACKSON. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1969. 

Pp viii + 174. Illustrated. 30s. 
The author, sometime a general practitioner writes of the recognition, management and prognosis 

of ocular disorders met with in everyday practice. 
All the essentials are here, the illustrations are adequate and colour photographs of high quality. 
Strongly recommended for the general practitioner. P. H. BALL 

May's Diseases of the Eye. Twenty-fourth Edition. JAMES H. ALLEN. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone 
Ltd. 1968. Pp x + 430. Illustrated. 90s. 

This twenty-fourth edition is intended for students and general practitioners; the opthalmologist 
will disagree with certain aspects of treatment, but this may be due to fashions in the United States of 
America differing from current practice in the United Kingdom. 

The illustrations are from the original; one may wonder why they have been so retained. 
The author deals at length with the effects of systemic drugs upon the eye, this is an unusual and useful 

feature. . 
At the price it is unlikely to have wide appeal to those for whom it has been compiled. P. H. BALL 

ERRATUM 
Volume 115, No. 2, 1969 pages 53 and 102 

For" The British Trans-Arctic Exhibition 1968/1969" please read "The British 
Trans-Arctic Expedition 1968/1969 ". 

For book reviewed" Practical Standards in World War II " please read" Physical 
Standards in World War II". 
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