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1905. Admissions per 1,000 for enteric fever--
West Africft Nil 
India 16'1 

1906. 
West Africft Nil 
India 15'6 

West Africa, 1897 to 1905, admissions for enteric fever, 0'8 per 1,000. 
India, 1896 to 1906, admissions for enteric fever, 21'6 per 1,000. 

Some statistics to prove Major Gmttan's statement would be of 
interest to "old coasters." 

• I am, &c., 
H. HERRICK, 

January 4th, 1908. Captain, B.A.l11.C. 

DINING-ROOMS IN MILITARY HOSPITALS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL ,cORPS." 

SIR,-In connexion with the regulations recently published arranging 
for the establishment of dining-rooms in military hospitals, where prac
ticable, it is not without interest to call attention to a letter written 
in Crimean days by her late Majesty Queen Victoria, in which, with her 
usual solicitude for the comfort and welfare of her soldiers, this point is 
alluded to. The letter is written to Lord Panmure, then Secretary of 
State for War, is found in" The Letters of Queen Victoria," lately issued, 
and runs;-

" Buckingham Palace, 
"Manh 5th, 1855. 

"The Queen is very anxious to bring before Lord Panmure the 
subject which she mentioned to him the other night, viz., that of 
hospitals for our sick and wounded soldiers. This is absolutely neces
sary, and now is the moment to have them built, for no doubt there 
would be no difficulty in obtaining the money requisite for this purpose 
from the strong feeling now existing in the public mind for improvements 
of all kinds connected with the Army and the well-being and comfort of 
the soldier. 

" Nothing can exceed the attention paid to these poor men in the 
barracks at Chatham (or rather more Fort Pitt and Brompton), and 
they are in that respect very comfortable; but the buildings are bad
the wards more like prisons than hospitals; with the windows so 
high that no one can look out of tbem; and the generality of the wards 
are small rooms, with hardly space for you to walk between the beds. 
There is no dining-room or hall, so the poor men must have 'their dinners 
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,in the same room in which they sleep, and in which some may be dying 
and, at any rate, many s7"ifering, while others are at their meals." 

" Tou t vient a qui sait attendre," but the wait has been a long one. 

London. 

I am, &c., 
M. W. RUSSELL, 

Lientenant-Colonel, B.A.M. C. 

MALTA FEVER IN THE SUDAN. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SlR,-Captain Bousfield, in his paper on " Malta Fever in the Sudan," 
in the December· Journal, suggests that the prevalence of Malta fever 
during the hottest months (in the Sudan and in Malta) is due to the 
poverty of grazing. I think, however, that, at any rate in Malta, the 
explanation must be looked for elsewhere. 

In February and March the kidding season begins, so that during the 
summer the majority of the goats are in full milk, towards autumn they 
dry up. The incidence of the fever amongst the Maltese corresponds 
with the supply of milk. The incidence curve begins to rise in March 
and steadily goes up month by month till its highest point is reached in 
June, July, or August, as the case may be. The grazing, such as it is, 
does not begin to fail before June. The goats in and about the cities and 
large villages are not dependent on the grazing, as they. are well fed on 
beans, and it is these very goats that are infected with the micrococcus 
in the largest proportion. The goats kept in the small outlying villages, 
on the other hand, are dependent on the grazing and are not infected to 
nearly the same extent as those who are carefully fed and whose milk is 
a source of income to their owners. Further, it is the animals who are 
giving the largest quantities of milk that are the most infective. On 
several occasions on applying the blood agglutination test to a herd, the 
animal with the highest reaction was found to be the best milker. As 
the milk gets scanty the micrococcus is apt to lie dormant in the mam
mary gland until the next parturition, when it gets a fresh lease of 
reproductive activity. 

It would be of interest if Captain Bousfield could state what the 
custom is in the Sudan as regards the impregnation of the milch goat, 
and whether it has relation to the greater demand for milk in the hot 
weather, or, as Major Horrocks has suggested, to the season in which 
the best grazing is available, so that the pregnant animal can obtain its 
own fodder. I fancy that the officer mentioned by Captain Bousfield 
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