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THE OFFICERS' TRAINING CORPS. 

By LIEUTENANT· COLONEL H. E. R.JAMES. 
Royal ATlnY Medical COTP8 (R.). 

THE general object of this organisation is to provide officers 
for the Regular Army, for the Special Reserve of Officers, and for 
the Territorial Force; and its method of working is to give a 
standardised measure of military training to boys and young men 
of the educated classes at schools and Universities. 

The University contingents form the senior and the school 
contingents the junior division of the Officers' Training Corps. 
Training in the junior division is practically confined to that of 
infantry; in the senior division, cavalry, artillery, engineers, 
medical service, and veterinary corps are also represented, in 
addition to infantry. For the purpose of training, training. units 
are formed, e.g., squadrons of cavalry, batteries of artillery, com
panies of engineers, and, in the medical branch, sections of a field 
ambulance. The infantry is formed into companies. 

The contingent produced by a school or University l1iay 
comprise one or more of such units, each of which, to obtain 
recognition by the Army Council, must number thirty cadets at 
least. 

The Officers' Training Corps is under the immediate control 
of the \¥ ar Office in point of finance, and the school or U lliversity 
producing a contingent makes itself responsible for the training 
of such contingent, the Director of Military Training at the War 
Office maintaining control over the training. 

In the case of a University a military Education Committee 
must be formed, which comprises as members officers of the 
Officers' Training Corps contingent of the University. 

The personnel of the Officers' Training Corps consists of officers 
of the Territorial Force seconded for duty with the Officers' Train
ing Corps, and cadets who, as indicated above, are students of 
schools and Universities or Colleges, and others who are permitted 
to join contingents under the rEgis of these institutions. 

The training units of the Officers' Training Corps are not 
mobilised in time of general mobilisation, nor are the cadets 
under military law nor under any obligation to join the Army, 
Regular or Territorial, by reason of belonging to the Officers' 
Training. Corps. 
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510 'The O.tJicers' 'llraining Oorps 

Cadets serve under a contract drawn up by the several Uni
versities' and schools, to whose contingent they belong. The 
contract is approved by the War Office, and contains clauses giving 
an understanding to obey orders, and specifying the period of 
engagement to serve and penalties in default. The officers, III 

the case of schools, are usually masters, and in the case of 
Universities members of the University staff and undergraduates. 
In schools there are also cadet officers, who are not, as in the 
case of other officers, of the Territorial Force. 

Discipline is practically left in the hands of the school and 
University authorities, and the only penalty for misconduct is 
summary dismissal by the officer commanding; in case of failure 
to complete the proper term of service or to become efficient, or 
to obtain the necessary certificate, fines are inflicted to meet the 
loss which would be entailed on the corps fund by such default. 

No physical examination is imposed by the Regulations upon 
applicants to join, although it is within the power of the body 
offering the contingent to require such examination of recruit 
cadets for its contingent. 

The only physical qualification required by Regulations is that 
the cadet shall be physically able to perform his duties to the 
satisfaction of his commanding officer, by whom he must be 
accepted before being allowed to join. 

It will appear from this that the scheme is generous in its 
conception, as it gives training to men who may not be able to 
qualify physically for the Regular or Territorial services, and does 
not bind anyone undergoing the training to join these services .. 

Uniform, of a pattern chosen by the school or University, is 
supplied by Government, conditionally upon the recipient becoming 
efficient, and arms and equipment are supplied to the several units. 
The expenses of cadets in camp, and of tl18ir journeys from their 
headquarters to and from camp, are defrayed by Government at a 
fixed rate. lVlembers, therefore, do not incur any personal expense 
by joining. 

'1'he training has two phases, and can be condensed into two 
years. In this case which is only applicable to the senior division, 
the two phases are concurrent. Two certificates may be obtained: 
certificate" A" at the end of the first phase, and" B " at the end 
of the second. " A" can be got in the junior or senior division; 
" B" in the senior division only, and cannot be obtained except 
by a holder of " A.", A minimum of one year's service is required 
for "A," and of two years for "B," but, as already stated, the 

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-12-05-04 on 1 M
ay 1909. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


H. E. R. James 511 

two may run concurrently. The cadet must have made himself 
an "efficient" in these years. To obtain the certificate in the 
first year, attendance at thirty parades of not less than forty
five minutes of actual instruction, and at a camp of eight days' 
duration, and at the inspection is essential; in the second year 
fifteen drills and a similar camp and inspection are required. 

The subjects of examination for certificates" A " and" B " vary 
according to the branch to which the cadet belongs; but the "A" 
obtained in the junior division is by examination in infantry 
subjects, and is accepted in all branches, with the addition of extra 
subjects for "B" in corps other than infantry. This" all arms" 
examination for "A" is written, oral, and practical, and is in the 
following subjects;-

" Infantry Training," definitions, sections 45 to 58, 76, 89, 89a, 
1'26, 1'27~ 1'28 to 150, 169 to 171, '201 to '205. "Combined Training," 
Chapters IV. and VI.; squad and company drill; the tactical 
handling of a section of at least twenty-five men; care of arms; 
mechanism of the rifle; elementary musketry exercises. 

The medical certificate " A" is obtained by examination in the 
following subjects:-

First Part.-·" Royal Army Medical Corps Training," Part I., 
chapters n., Ill., VI. ; Part II., chapter IX. Second PaTt.-Squad 
and company drill. "Royal Army Medica,l Corps Training," Part I., 
chapters IV., v., VII., VIII.; Part II., chapter X. 

The first part of the examination is written, and the second 
part, from squad and company drill, 'is oral and practical. 

Certificate "B" in the different branches also varies in' its 
subjects. Here, again, there is an "all arms" certificate, which 
is devised for infantry, and which is valid for other corps, with the 
addition of corps special subjects. The written examination for 
the" all arms" certificate includes field sketching, tactics, military 
engineering, map reading scales, use of compass, attack and qefence 
of a house; post or position; a simple problem in tactics, engineer
ing, and topography, entailing the employment of all arms; 
military law and l\.ing's Regulations as for promotion from 
lieutenant to captain (books allowed). 

The oral examination includes the general system of organisa
tion of the army; the system of command, organisation, discipline, 
and administration of a squadron, battery, or company in peace 
and war; duties in the field, as applicable to each arm; marches, 
outposts, map reading, reconnaissances (including rough field 
sketches), attack and defence, including engmeermg details con-

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-12-05-04 on 1 M
ay 1909. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


512 The Ofjicers"l'rdining corp.'! 

tained in Part I., "Manual of Military Engi~eering, 1905," with 
the exception of chapters XII., XIV., and XVI.; and any duty or 
work which a captain may fairly be called upon to perform in the 
field. 

The mec1ical certificate "B" requires a knowledge of the 
following subjects ;-

Written examination; ,Var establishments and organisation of 
field medical units; military law and King's Regulations as for 
lieutenant to captain. Oral examination; vVork of medical units 
in the field; sanitation and other duties in barracks, camp, and 
on the line of march; map reading; general system of organisation 
of the army; the system of command, organisation, discipline and 
administration of a company in peace time, and a field unit in war. 

Semaphore signalling may be taken as an optional subject for 
certificate "A," and the history of the British army (prescribed 
period) for " B." 

The medical cadet has several courses op,en to him. He may ;
(1) Take certificate "A" in the junior division in his school 

corps, and certificate" B" in his University combatant corps, with 
the addition of medical subjects in both caseS (this involves an 
extra year in the medical unit). 

(2) Take both certificates in his University combatant corps. 
(3) Take" A" in his school and" B " in his University medical 

corps. 
(4) Take both in his University medical corps. 
The optimum training is obtained in case 3, as the cadet is 

thoroughly grounded in military matters, and can devote the whole 
of his energies to the medico-military subjects in his University 
medical unit. . 

Holders of these certificates have certain advantages, which are 
shown in table on the following page. 

Th.e general scope of the training is that of the medico-military 
training given to young officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps 
at Aldershot, and it will be seen that the possession of certificate 
" B " exempts its holder from the whole or part of the examination 
for promotion to the rank of captain in the case of a Territorial 
officer. Training is carried out under the general direction of the 
director of military training, by the officers of the several units. 
In addition to financial help and the supply of arms and equipment, 
Government appoints an adj utant, who is an officer of the regular 
forces, to the headquarters of a contingent to assist in the training 
and to co-ordinate work; also N.C.O.'s as instructors, in the pro-
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H. E .. R. .Tames 513 

portion of approximately one "per unit, to assist in the training. 
Officers of the various areas of the regular forces are temporarily 
attached to units to help in the preparation of cadets for certificate 
"E." Courses of lectures are also provided to help in such 
preparation. 

Certificate" A" will entitle 
the holder-

Certificates HA" and" B " will 
entitle the holder-

--~----.-- -------------- ---------------
(i.) Should he take a 

commission in the 
Special Reserve 

(ii.) Should he take a 
Territorial commis
sion 

(iii.) Should he offer 
himself as a candi
date for Woolwich or 
Sandhurst 

(iv.) Should he offer 
himself as a candi
date for a commission 
in the Royal Army 
Medical Oorps 

(L) To a reduction of the 
probationary training by 
4 months, or 14 days, 
according as the normal 
period is 12 months or 
3 months 

(ii.) To exemption from 
the whole or part of the 
examination for promo
tion to the rank of lieu
tenant 

(iiL) To receive 200 marks 
in the competitive ex
amination held by the 
Civil Service Oommis
sioners for entrance to 
those establishments. 

(iv.) To receive 1 per cent. 
of the maximum number 
of marks allotted to the 
compulsory subjects in 
the entrance examination 

(L) (a) To a redu.ction of the pro
bationary training by 8 months, 
or 1 month, according as the 
normal period is 12 months or 
3 months. 

(b) To a gratuity of £35 payable 
at the same time as his outfit 
alIo·wance. 

(ii.) To exemption from the whole 
or part of the examination for 
promotion to the rank of captain. 

(iv.) To receive 2 per cent. of the 
maximum number of marks al
lotted to the compulsory subjects 
in the entrance examination. 

The theoretical work and the ordinary drill parades take place 
during the winter term, and the field work and camps in the 
summer. In the case of the medical units, all of whose cadets at· 
the present moment are working for certificates "A" and "E" 
concurrently, about fifty attendances are required in the first year 
and thirty-five in the second, in addition to the eight days in 
camp in each year required to cover the drills and parades 
necessary for efficiency, and the lectures and demonstrations which 
they have the opportunity of attending. 

The unit which has been chosen as a training unit for the 
medical branch is a E or C section of a field ambulance, and the 
following reasons have weighed in its choice:-

(1) It is the only unit which possesses its own means of transport 
when mobilised, and gives a knowledge of that important branch 
of work. 

(2) It follows the movements of the body of troops of which 
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SYLLABUS OF TRAIKING IN CAMP. 

For the guidance of officers in preparing syllabuses for camps of instruction in the Regular Royal Ar:r::1Y Medic~l Corps and for 
annual camps of field medical units in the Territorial Force. This syllabus may be adapted to camps of varymg duratIOn by repeatmg 
or omitting such stages or items as may be suitable. As a rule not more than two days should be occupied by Preliminary Training, which 
in suitable cases may be omitted or shortened. If the instruction would thereby be rendered more efficient, the stages may be transposed 
and the various items interchanged or varied. 

Every opportunity should be taken of giving instruction in army organisation; interior economy in peace and war; reportR, returns, 
and indents; and in sanitation and prevention of disease. 

Morning, 1 hour .. 

Forenoon, 1 hour .. 

Two hours 

PRELI~IINARY TRAINING ISTERMEDIATE TRAINING 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-- .. ~ .. -~~--~.-~~~.-~~~-.~~-~~-;:--~~~~~~~-

Stage A Stage B Stage C Stage D 

Squad and Company Squad and Company Hand seats ar:d im- Preparing operating tent 
and tents for sick. Pre
paring .G.S. wagons and 
country wagons for car· 
riage of wounded 

drill drill provised carriage of 
patients 

Stretcher exercises.. Equipping, loading 
and unloading am· 
bulance wagons 

Checking equipment P,"cking and loading 
and examining con- F. A. equipment 
tents 

Lecture on Gen.eva 
Convention and 
system of removal 
of sick and wounded 
from front to base 

Preparing G. S. wagons and 
country wagons for 6ar
riage of wounded and 
practice in loading and 
unloading wounded 

First aid and re-I Practical itlstruction in 
moval of wounded making field kitchens and 
according to inju- latrines and in methods 
ries and carriage of refuse disposal 
required 

Stage E 

F.A. formation 
movements. 

and 

Collecting wounded (in. 
cluding improvised 
carriage, formation of 
dressing station), lay. 
ing out F.A. encamp
men t and reception 
of wounded. Prepara
tion of bivouacs and 
shelters. 
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SYLLABUS OF TRAINING IN CAMP.-Continued. 

PRELIMINARY TRAINING 
I 

INTERMEDIATE TRAINING 

I 

Stage A 
I 

Stage B i Stage C I Stage D I Stage E 

I N.C.Oo's and men-
I 

Afternoon .. N.C.O.'s and men- N.C.O.'s and men- RC.O.'s and men-Pack- Coupling horses, mount-
I Tent pitching and Tent pitching and Demonstration of ing and loading F.A. ing and dismounting 
I instructiouinguard preparing tents for water purification equipment. Forms and wounded men. 
I and piquet duties patients and explanation of returns in the field Demonstration in stable 

Officers-Lecture on Officers-Lectures on sanitary methods Officers-Map reading and management, in horse 
I field medical or- duties in camp, on in the field study of ground, estima- lines. 
I ganisation and the line of march and Officers-Map read- tion of distance with 
i roles of medical in the field. Com- ing and study of reference to the ordinary 
1/ units bined training Ch.I., ground, selection of danger zones for rifles and 

Il. and Ill. sites for encamp- shell fire. Selection of 
I I ments, billets, hos- sites for dressing station I , 

! I pitals, &c. 
I 

, 

The Transport SectIOn of the Royal Army MedICal Corps TerrItonal Force WIll attend such of above as are applicable, and in additIOn 
will be instructed in riding, driving, stable management, fitting sa,dqlery and harness and the care of horses. 

ADVANCED TRAINING 

Stage F I Stage G Stage H Stage I Stage J 
----------------- -,---------- ----------- ------------- ---------------
Exercise as a unit in the field, Do. ; as if with troops Do. ; as if with troops Do. ; as if with troops Exercise as a unit in the field 

as if with troops holding a during an attack on during a battle of during a retirement with otber troops, having re-
defensive position defended positions encounter gard to the size and nature of 

Large numbers of wounded to be the medical unit represented. 
collected, treated and classified 
for disposal 

Reports and returns to be 
prepared 
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516 The o.ffice1·s' Training Oorps 

it is a pad, and is the most actively mobile unit, giving experience 
in a variety of work and sustaining the interest. 

(3) Its work differs widely from the routine work of the medical 
student, and affords the variety and relief which constitute a 
recreation (a general or stationary field hospital or an evacuation 
unit's work is comparatively dull). 

(4) It can keep touch with the other units of the University 
contingent during training in camp, and so maintain social 
intercourse. 

But although this is the training unit the training is not 
confined to the work of it, or any other single unit, but is of 
wider scope and covers the duties of medical officers at large. 

'1'he annexed programme of work in camp will show the type 
of field training of the medical units. (See pp. 514 and 515.) 

The present strength of the Medical branch is approximately 
350 cadets and 13 officers, that of the Officers' Training Corps 
altogether being between 15,000 and 16,000, inclusive of senior 
and junior divisions. Practically all the former University volunteer 
corps, as well as the corps of public schools, have transferred to 
the Officers' '1'raining Corps. It is also probable that other 
Universities, besides those which already contribute medical units, 
will do so when the advantages of the scheme are fully known. 

The Universities which possess medical units at the present 
time are Edinburgh, Cambridge, Oxford, and London. 

The organisation is as yet in its infancy, and until another 
year has passed it will not be possible to appreciate its value in 
the matter of supplying the material that is hoped from it; but 
at least it promises well, and even if it should fall short of finding 
officers for the Special Reserve and the Territorial Force it must 
make a considerable body of medical men conversant with army 
routine and methods, and so fit them to serve with armies in the 
field in an efficient manner. 

The Officers' Training Corps is quite distinct from the Territorial 
Force, and although the Officers' Training Corps and the Territorial 
Force are administered and financed from different sources, it is 
intended that, as far as possible, they shall co-operate in the manner 
most adva~ltageous to both. 
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