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rupees. Also a more portable incinerator for field use has been devised, 
which consists of two stout side-bars and forty-eight light cross-bars, of 
which the ends are bent at right angles. The side-bars being supported 
on hooks as before described, the bent ends of the cross-bars are dropped 
into holes cut at intervals in them, the result being a firm incinerator 
frame which can be erected in a couple of minutes, and, when taken 
to pieces, forms 'a moderately light load for one man, being 35 lb. in 
weight. 

MEDICAL INSPEOTION ROOMS. A PLEA FOR A SUITABLE 
REOORD BOOK. 

By SERGEANT H. LADWICK. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

THERE are few of our medical officers (especially amongst the seniors), 
who cannot recall one or more instances in which they have been called 
upon to inspect large numbers of sick at some of the medical inspection 
rooms. This in itself perhaps is not a difficult task, but should the 
medical officer have only arrived at the station for duty the previous day, 
and next morning be confronted with the duty of satisfactorily disposing 
of some thirty or forty sick (?), then his task is fraught with innumerable 
difficulties, havirig to discriminate between the genuine case and the 
schemer; the former cau generally be determined at once, but the latter, 
with his whining manner and phantom ailments, calls forth all the tactful 
resources of the medical officer .. Enquiry may ·be made from the Royal 
Army Medical Oorps staff whether anything is known of the man, and 
should the answer be in the negative, then the medical officer is "no 
forrader," whereas if some permanent record or original data were at hand, 
he would be considerably aided thereby in disposing of such cases, whilst 
much valuable time would be saved every morning. 

For example, we may take a station where the average number 
reporting sick daily is, say, thirty, and a fresh medical officer has just 
taken over; the present system of statistical records does not help him 
a bit in discriminating between the man who is always reporting sick 
and the genuine case. The admission aud discharge book kept for 
"treatment in barracks" only shows the man who is "attending," not 
the man who reported sick yesterday and was marked medicine and duty, 
and who again reports sick this morning; reference to the duplicate sick 
report (which is not always. available) is a tedious process, and in any 
case does not give the desired information. 

With a view to overcoming the difficulties set forth, and also to 
.establish a systematic method of recording particulars of all men who 
report sick, the adoption of a book (any of the larger Army books will do) 
ruled and headed as per specimen herewith, will be found to answer all 
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I I I YEARS OF Medi· TEMPERATURE Hon I 
Book Com·1 Regt. cine Hos· Light Ex· De· If in. syphi. 
No. Date Corps pany' No. Rank Name Disease and pital duty cused tained ocula~ lis re· Remal'ks 

Ser· Service duty lated gister Age in duty M. E. vice country -- --------------- ---------- --------- --- --- --- --- -------------------
1 1/1/08 2nd Border F 1671 Pte. A, 24 3 2 Wound knee Yes Accident football yesterday. 
2 

" " 
G 1983 

" 
B. 23 3 2 Oonstipation Yes 

3 .. " 
H 1742 OorpI. O. 24 5 3 Sprain ankle Yes 

Pain throat; gargle; tem· 4 .. " 
A 1247 Serit. D. 26 7 2 Tonsillitis Yes 99'2 98'8 Yes 

perature evening. 
5 

" 
Det. A.O.O. 24 982 Pte. E. 22 3 1 Ooni uncti vi tis Yes Eye lotion; see Treatment 

i I. G. toenail 
book. 

6 .. " G 
829 

" 
F. 20 2 1 Yes 

7 
" 

3rd Hussars 1680 
" 

G. 20 2 1 Oolic Yes N. 
8 .. " .. 1508 

" 
H. 21 3 2 Oontusion eye Yes Accident hockeJyesterday. 

9 
" 

1st KO.Y.L.r. B 4206 
" 

I. 22 3 2 Bron. cat. Yes N. 99'0 Return 5 p.m. for tempera. 
ture. 

10 
" " 

D 4161 OorpI. J. 22 3 2 Sore throat Yes 99'8 100'0 Inhalations and mixture; 
see Treatment Book. 

11 
" 2nd Rants 

0 4301 Pte. K. 24 
I 

4 3 Wound finger Yes 
12 

" 
F 1612 

" 
L. 28 8 4 N. Y. D. Yes 102'0 Yes S ta tes felt ill for past six 

days. 
13 

" 
9th Lancers .H 1415 

" 
IlL. 26 7 2 Fracture rib Yes 

I 
Kick from horse this morn· 

ing. 
14 

" " 
B 2272 Serit. N. 27 9 3 Tooth ex- Yes 

I tracted 
15 

" " 
D 

I 
1684 Pte. O. 20 2 1 Scabies Kit, &c., sent to hospital; 

I disinfection carried out. 
16 

" " 
0 1411 

" 
P. 20 

I 
2 1 N.A.D. Yes Informed 0.0. ; third time 

reported sick in ten days. 
17 

" 
2nd R. Fus. E 1908 

" 
Q. 21 3 2 Oaries dentine Yes 

18 
" " 

G 
1000 I " R. 23 5 3 Oonv. enteric Discharged hospital yester-

19 
" " 

H 1819 " S, 27 7 )3 Earache Yes Yes Syrillge ear. [day. 
20 

" " 
F 1822 Serjt. T. 24 4 2 Oaries den tine Yes Note to dentist. 

.- -
I 

I 

I 
21 2/1/08 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
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requirements at medical inspection rooms or non-dieted hospitals: 
additional headings could be made if necessary. In practice this- book 
has proved most useful, fOrming as it does a continuous record of all 
inen reporting sick, and shows the disposal of the same, irrespective of 
the time they were under treatment. 

It may be argued that a lot of clerical labour is involved by its use; 
from experience, here let me say, such labour is amply repaid, for the 
book, being a complete record, enables you to answer at once all questions 
that crop up from time to time regarding the dates on which a certain 
man reported sick, and how he was disposed of, particulars respecting 
men who' report sick with wounds or injuries not sufficiently serious in 
themselves to necessitate the case being sent to hospital, or even to 
receive extended "treatment in barracks," but to which a certain' 
importance is attached should it, subsequently be found expedient to 
assemble a court of enquiry, &c. The names of the loafers will appear 
with amazing frequency in the record book. You can tell at a glance 
the average number of men reporting sick daily for any particular week, 
month, or year, also the exact number on any particular day, week, &c., 
whereas the official admission and discharge book does not give these 
particulars. At the close of each month the various columns are totalled 
and carried to the end of the book, headed "monthly summary"; the 
total' of all the columns should agree with the total number of cases 
reported sick during the month ; not actually the number of individuals" 
but the number of attendances. On the 1st of each month the book 
numbers start afresh. 

MONTHLY SUJlIMARY. 

Month Medicine HOApital Light Excused Detained Total Remarks and duty duty duty 
----------- ---- ---- ------

January .. 204 48 22 36 47 357 
February .. 
March .. 
April .. 
May .. .. 
June .. 
July .. .. 
August .. 
September .. 
October .. 
November .. 
December .. 
------- -------- ------------------------

Total .. 

A brief explanation as to daily procedure in keeping such a book may 
assist members of the Corps to introduce at other stations a system which 
has proved a success at Pretoria for the past two years. By arrange
ment, the sick arrive at the inspection room some ftfte,en minutes. before 

39 
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566 Olin,ical and' other Notes 

the medical officer-this -gives the orderlies time to remoye old dressings, 
-cleanse wounds, take tem.peratures, &c., as may be necessary; meanwhile, 
assuming the book is already ruled ()ut, the names of the morning sick 
are copied into ~t from the sick reports, and the temperatm:;es entered up 
-those of the previous evening' being entered. at 5 p.m. on that day. 
The book is now placed on the medical officer's table, and all is ready for 
his inspection-it is only necessary for him to mark one sick report, the 
duplicate entry being made in the record book, except 'when a man is 
admitted to - hospital, in which case the duplicate' sick report is also 
marked and sent to hospital with the patient. A roll of men who have 
been inoculated or who are on the syphilis register is kept in the office, 
and such entry recorded in the book when necessary. The column 
<I detained" would of course' only be used' at inspection rooms where beds 
are provided. The names of any men who have been under treatment 
for two consecutive days (or longer) are carried forward to the official 
A. and D. book, which is sent to the military hospital weekly, and also at 
the end of each month, so that the particulars may be extracted there
from for inclusion in the monthly return "treatment in barracks," 
rendered by the Senior Medical Officer. 

A CASE OF TAPEWORM CAUSING ACUTE GASTRITIS. 

By LIEUTENANT W. G. A VISS. 
RoyalA1"my Medical Corps. 

COLOUR-SERJEANT B., returned from South Africa'in September, 1902, 
feeling fit and well. He had suffered from slight dysentery there. He 
was quite well till early in 1905, when, to use his own words, "Pains in 
my inside began to trouble me when route marching or on -brigade 
parades. The pains commenced' on the right side of the bowels and 
gradually moved to the bottom of my stomach. They lasted -from one 
;and a half to two hours and were bearable. As time went on they 
became more frequent, coming on even when I had not exerted myself. 
In August, 1907, the same pain started on my right sid(;J, and after about 
two hours suddenly gripped me at the bottom of my stomach, which 
compelled me to collapse. I had to be carried to hospital. The pain was 
like cramp and lasted for ten hours." 

I saw and treated the man on this occasion. A fat and flabby man, 
he had symptoms and signs which I thought were accounted for by 
chronic constipation, aggravated by a " snack," consisting of one haddock 
and 4 lb. of plums. He got over the pain, but still had abdominal dis
·comfort. I discharged him in eleven days, when he had regular matutinal 
motions and a clean tongue. 

He came sick again (having consumed a roast ox-heart at breakfast) 
on May 3rd, 1908, with great epigastric pain, vomiting, diarrhcea, and 
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