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GUNSHOT WOUNDS. By O. G. Spencer, M.B.Lond., F.R.O.S.Eng., Major, 
R.A.M.O., Professor of Military Surgery, Royal Army Medical Oollege. 
London: Henry Frowde; Hodder and Stoughton. 1908. Pp. xii. and 
287. 

This book supplies a long-felt want; it brings the subject lip-to-date, 
in a concise manner and will be found most useful, not only to the 
student of military surgery, but to all who may have to treat these injuries. 
As the author points out, surgery in the field is, in fact, surgery in 
arduis, and the surgeon must often do the best he can with limited 
resources. This book, by giving sound practical advice, will greatly aid 
him in how to do that best, both for tbe time and for the subsequent 
welfare of the case. 

All the chapters are 'excellent, but we would like speciaJiy to bring to 
notice those on wounds of the abdomen, head, spine, and blood-vessels. 
In the past to know when - to operate on penetrating wounds of the 
abdomen has been a cause of the greatest anxiety to the surgeon in the 
field. Major Spencer shows clearly the best procedure to be adopted in 
these cases. Again, in dealing with wounds of blood-vessels most lucid 
advice is given as to their immediate and subsequent treatment, and the 
vexed question as to when to perform amputation is carefully weighed, 
and the 'pros and cons laid down as clearly as can be done in a class of 
injury where each case has often to be judged on its own merits. 

The chapter too, on the mechanics of projectiles is a valuable con
tribution, and explains how the change in the majority of gunshot wounds 
is produced. . 

There is an interesting table showing at a glance the characteristics 
of the magazine rifles of small calibre of the different Powers. The 
important points in military surgery brought to light in recent campaigns 
have been made use of, and their practical bearing described. There are 
numerous excellent and helpful plates and figures, and due importance 
has been given. to the value of X-rays. The book is well indexed, is easy 
reading, and of a handy size-an important point for Army Medical 
Officers. O. B. L. 

NAVAL SUPREMACY. WHo-ENGLAND OR GERMANY? AMERICA OR JAPAN? 
By A. M. Laubeuf (late Ohief Engineer of the French Navy). Intro_ 
duction by Fred. T. Jane. London: Siegle, Hill and 00.,1908. Pp. 
xvi. and 96 Is. nett. 

This small pamphlet by M. Laubeuf, with an introduction by Mr. F. 
T. Jane, the well-known expert on naval questions, has only a general 
interest for medical readers. 

M. Laubeuf, who is a leading authority on submarines, writes with a 
distinctly Anglophobe basis, but distributes his criticisms with consider
able impartiality amongst the four nations of whom he treats. 

The pamphlet, which is written in incisive style, should certainly be 
read by all those interested in international naval questions. 

O. L. R. 

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-12-06-17 on 1 June 1909. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


692 Reviews 

A DICTIONARY OF MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR STUDENTS AND JUNIOR 
PRACTITIONERS. By Arthur Latham, M.A., M.D.Oxon., M.A.Cantab., 
F.R.C.P.Lond. London: J. and A. Churchill, 1908. Pp. vi. and 325. 
Price 6s. 6d. nett. 

This little book, as stated in the preface, has been written in response 
to an invitation by the publishers, and is intended for students and junior 
practitioners. It is clearly and simply written, and contains within a 
small compass a large amount of information. Senior students and 
house physicians should find it a useful companion to systematic works 
on medicine in which the subject of treatment is sometimes inadequately 
treated. 

In addition to ordinary medical -treatment there are special sections 
on the Schott-Nauheim method, Frankel's exercises, and vaccine therapy, 
the latter being an excellent brief summary of present knowledge. 

The difficulties of writing such a book as the one now under review 
must be great, and it is, perhaps, ungrateful to offer criticism when the 
object aimed at has been so well attained, but we may mention the 
section on infant feeding as perhaps not attaining the high standard of 
the other articles. The babies for whom sole and powdered chicken are 
recommended would probably not receive these articles of diet if their 
parents belonged to the class usually met with in the out-patient depart
ment of a large hospital, and to whom the senior students' and junior 
practitioners' efforts would probably be directed. On the whole this is 
an excellent little book, and we wish it all success. O. L. R. 

TUBERCULI:-< IN DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT. By Bandelier and Roepke. 
London: John Bale, Sons and Danielsson, Limited, 1909. Pp. viii. 
and 182. Price 7s. 6d. nett. (Translated from the second German 
edition by E. U. Morland.) 

This hook, to quote from the preface by the translator, "gives in 
clear-cut outline a picture of the position of tuberculin in German medical 
practice at the present day," and it should be of very great service to all 
those wbo wish to get some clear idea of the thousand and one details 
which have been elaborated for the use of tuberculin in the diagnosis and 
treatment of tuberculosis, especially of the lung. The first part of the 
book is devoted to the use of tuberculin in diagnosis, and in this the 
authors enters into elaborate detail concerning the cutaneous, ocular and 
subcutaneous methods. For the cutaneous (von Pirquet's) reaction they 
recommend the use of undiluted old tuberculin in adults, and a 25 per 
cent. dilution in children. Three scarifications are made with a vaccinat
ing lancet on the anterior surface of the forearm, the scratching going 
just short of drawing blood. On the upper and lower of the three scratches 
a drop of old tuberculin is rubbed, the middle mark remaining as a 
control. In the case of a positive reaction an area of inflammation 
appears at the inoculated spots, varying in size, as a rule, from 10 to 12 
mm. in diameter; reactions under 5 mm. in diameter are to be considered 
doubtful. This method is recommended as being eminently safe and 
reliable; the modification which is recommended by Moro, and, which 
consists in the inunction of an ointment containing 50 per cent. of old 
tuberculin in lanolin, suffers from the defect that it will only produce a 
reaction in about 50 per cent. Of cases of tubercle. But it has its uses 
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in the diagnosis of tubercle of the skin in which the reaction. after von 
Pirquet's test is apt to be inconveniently severe. For the conjunctival 
reaction the authors recommend the use of a 1 per cent. solution of the 
old tuberculin in saline, followed by 2 per cent. and 4 per cent. solutions 
in the same eye if the first instillation gives a negative result. For 
children the solutions recommended are a ~ per cent. and a 1 per cent. 
The reaction appears in from six to twenty-four hours, or it may be delayed 
for a day or so. The authors warn especially against the use of the 
ocular test in cases where there is any disease of the eye, and, taking 
it generally, they prefer the cutaneous method as safer. They point out, 
quite justly, that a reaction by either of these methods only shows that 
there is tubercle somewhere in the body and gives no clue to its site or 
condition. For this reason they prefer the subcutaneous use of the old 
tuberculin as a diagnostic method, as it not only shows that tubercle is 
present but, by the reaction at the site of infection, shows its location and 
to some extent its area. The doses recommended are T1> milligramme 
for the first dose, followed by 1 milligramme, 5 milligrammes and 10 
milligrammes if the first doses do not cause a reaction. If a slight 
reaction is produced by a certain dose this same dose is repeated. The 
temperature is taken at intervals of three hours after the injection, and 
a rise of temperature above 37'3° in the mouth is considered as a positive 
reaction; it is obvious that this method is not applicable to patients who 
already have fever. At the site of infection there is an increase of the 
local signs, e.g., increase of Tales in cases of phthisis. According to the 
authors the method is safe if proper precautions are taken, and ·their 
experience entitles them to a respectful hearing, although in this country 
it is considered, chiefly on theoretical grounds, that the hypodermic use 
of tuberculin for diagnostic purposes is dangerous and unjustifiable. 
Wright's methods of diagnosis by the observation of the opsonic index 
are only casually mentioned, the technique being considered, as indeed it 
is, too complicated for the general practitioner. In the section dealing 
with treatment one gets full details of the composition and methods of 
administration of all the various forms of tuberculin; the doses recom
mended go far beyond those used in this country by those who follow 
Wright's teaching-even as much as 20 milligrammes of tuberculin R is 
given. Such a dose as this should, according to the findings of Wright, 
infallibly cause a permanent negative phase and most likely destroy the 
patient, yet the authors and many others continue to use these doses 
apparently to their satisfaction. This discrepancy between clini'cal experi
ence and laboratory results seems to call urgently for further work for 
its elucidation. rt would have been an improvement if the authors had 
given us some account of their results in more or less statistical form. 
For the rest there is a description of the numerous other preparations 
of the tubercle bacillus which have been introduced from time to time. 
For the most part these only serve as examples of fantastic pathology. 

W. S. H. 
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS OF BAOTERIA. By E. P. Minett,i M.D., D.P.H., 

M.R.O.S. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Oox, 1909. Pp. viii. and 
182. Price 713. 6d. nett. 

This is' apparently an attempt to compress the essential facts of 
bacteriology into sixty-eight very small pages, and, as one would expect, 
the information is always inadequate and in some cases positively 
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dangerous. One notes under plague that the reader is advised to inocu
late an animal for diagnostic purposes; not a word about the precautions 
to be taken to avoid spreading the infection to the worker and his neigh
bours; there is no room for that in sixty-eight pages! The book even 
gives details for the preparation of a bacterial vaccine, and one notes that 
sterile water is recommended as a diluent. One is not very surprised to 
find further down that the injection of the fluid causes more pain than 
the prick of the needle; but one trembles to think of the results of 
injecting a vaccine prepared by a person who needed such a book as this 
for his guide. The book is too small and attempts too much; it is difficult 
to imagine a use for it except for pure "cramming" purposes, and 
" crammed" bacteriology is useless and dangerous. \V. S. H. 

AIDS TO MEDICINE. By Bernard Hudson, M.D.Camb., M.R.C.P. London: 
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. Pp. ix and 252. Price 3s. cloth nett, 
and paper 2s. 6d. nett. 

When Euclid w!1s asked by King Ptolemy, of Egypt, if it were necessary 
for him to go through his" elements" to become a mathematician, he 
replied "Yes, there is no royal road to learning." This remark of the 
great geometrician, though profoundly true, has not convinced posterity, 
or these" Aid Series" would not be published. 

The author states that the object of this little work is to supply the 
student with a book for revision purposes of a convenient size to carry 
about. We think for revisal the student should make an epitome for 
himself from his text·book and notes of lectures. Whilst doing this, he 
would be fixing facts in his mind in a much surer fashion than by com
mitting to memory such little books as these, which tend to give merely 
a superficial rather than a real knowledge of medicine. 

It must be admitted, however, that the author has, on the whole, 
done his task creditably enough; he has used judgment in his conden
sations and has kept abreast of the times. We regret, however, to notice 
some omissions of importance, as, for instance, no allusion is made to the 
serum treatment of cerebro-spinal fever, which has done so much to 
decrease the mortality from this disease. Malta fever is dismissed with
out any remarks 'as to its causation, whilst it is stated that there is no 
distinctive rash in dengue. 

To those to whom time is an object and who require to grasp facts 
without detail this little work will be of value. It is neatly got up and 
has an excellent index. A. A. S . 

• 
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