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BOIOK REVI,EWS 
Handbook Series in Zoonoses Section B Viral Zoonoses. James H Steele. Boca Raton Florida 
1981. Vo!. I Pp XI + 479 $67, Vol II Pp XI + 458 $64. lllustrated. 

On the culinary princi'ple that if you know the cook you can guess what fare to 
expect I turned to the pages wherein was indicated who wrote which and what - and 
there happily I found well-known and familiar names, 'household' names to those who work 
in veterinary and I or human medicine. 

Thus there app~ar Halstead from Hawaii on Dengue, Hoogstrall from Cairo on 
Crimean - Congo - Hazara Haemorrhagic Fever (613 references); Gear from Johannesburg 
and Peters from the USAMRIID, Fort Detrick on Rift Valley Fever; Winkler from CDC 
Atlanta on LCM; Fabiyi from Ibadan on arbovirus zoonoses in Africa; the series editor-in
chief Steele on the Haemorrhagic Fevers of South America; the section editor on viral 
zoonoses Beran on Rabies (447 references); Slenczka from Marburg on Marburg Virus 
Disease (? the erstwhile Green Monkey Disease); Sonja Buckley and Iordi Casals from 
Yale where the Lassa Virus was first isolated and described; and our own Gordon Smith 
and Varma from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on Louping ill 
the only arbovirus disease found in Great Britain; and so the litany of the great men 
rolled impressively on and on. 

En passant these two volumes form Section B of a series on Zoonoses; Section A 
deals with Bacterial, Rickettsial and Mycotic Diseases, Section C covers the Parasitic 
Zoonoses. These handbooks are published by the CRC Press, Florida, USA and are 
splendidly printed on good quality paper and handsomely bound. The editor-in-chief of 
the series is Dr Iames H Steele who has been described on occasions as Mr Veterinary 
Public Health. 

Raevenons a nos moutons. These two volumes under review spread to a total of 1000 
pages and cover many viral diseases- which are of great concern to us in the army human 
and veterinary medical practice. Permitting myself the privilege of picking and choosing 
examples of the subjects which are of interest to me, and hoping that they are likewise 
of interest to my confreres in the armed forces medical services I shall begin the list 
with the ever present, firmly-entrenched and menacing Yellow Fever which must have 
"centimated" (sic) so many of our forces sent to garrison overseas endemic areas in the 
pre-vaccine era. 

Rift Valley Fever which has inexplicably turned nasty during the past four years, 
unfortunately it has appeared probably for the first time on the Mediterranean shore of 
Egypt. Therefore if we do send a British military component to the Sinai peace-keeping 
forces our troops may well be exposed to infection by this virulent virus of RVF. 

Dengue Fever, and especially its worst manifestations, namely Dengue Haemorrhagic 
Fever and Dengue Shock Syndrome (DHF (DSS); the latter manifestations being a post
World War II phenomenon. The great interest being taken in DF (DHF (DSS may well lead 
to knowledge applicable to other Viral Haemorrhagic Fevers. ' 

Many of the zoonoses are conveniently grouped on a geographical medicine basis such 
as Arbovirus Diseases in Central Europe (eg Tick-borne encephalitis) or in Africa (eg 
Chikungunya) or Australia (Murray Valley encephalitis). This arrangement should please 
my colleagues in preventive medicine who are greatly responsible for preparing health risk 
appreciations of various geographic zones. 

The individual diseases are described and treated in the same orderly easy-to-follow 
and easy-to-refer to pattern throughout the two volumes, that is to say, conforming to the 
following protocol:-

Name and Synonyms of the Disease, 
History, Etiology, Definition, 
Animal Infection. Human Infection (Clinical, Pathology, Diagnosis). 
Epidemiology, Control and Public Health aspects. 

One important recommendation. Do not miss the mysteries which link infection found 
in the oceans (Volume 11, p 185); I confess this is a facet of biology of which I was 
ignorant and yet it is so intriguing. 

And now for the bad news. There are some typographical errors which mar the text 
and which should have been picked up by more diligent proof reading, but more important 
is the observation that some areas of this treatise, unfortunately and I hasten to add 
inevitably, have been overtaken by recent research and investigations and this shows 
quite evidently that it must have taken the section editor considerable time to gather in all 
the contributions from the four corners of the world as it were, and then to pass the MSS 
through the wheels of the printing mill which alas, as I know from my personal experience, 
grind all too slowly. 
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