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complete and rapid recoveries. One of these cases was thought to be 
suffering from appendicitis, and at the operation the tubercles were seen 
to be entirely confined to the appendix, the coocum, and the adjoining 
ilium. 

A case of stricture of the pylorus due to adhesions was successfully 
operated upon, the pylorus being freed. Nephro-lithotomy for renal 
calculus was performed in one case, a number of small stones being 
removed from the pelvis of the kidney. The patient is still in hospital, 
but a small sinus now only remains. 

Operations on the Rectum and Anus.-Twerity-two cases of piles were 
operated upon, the method of procedure being ligature and excision, in 
all but two cases Whitehead's operation was performed. All were 
satisfactory.· Five cases of fistula were incised, scraped, and packed, 
with good results. Two cases of fissure were incised and did well. One 
.case of prolapse of the rectum was treated by complete removal of the 
prolapse, with satisfactory result. 

Operations on the Male Generative Organs. - Twenty-two cases of 
varicocele were operated· upon. In sixteen the usual procedure of excising 
a portion of the veins and suturing of the divided ends, the incision 
being placed over the external abdominal ring, was followed. Some of 
the cases were not altogether satisfactory, the patients returning again 
after a variable time, to say they had some recurrence of the pain; accord
ingly, in the remaining six I operated with the view of not only reducing 
the venous congestion, hut of giving more support. to the testicle, which 
I take to be one of the principal causes of the pain and discomfort. In 
short, I combined the operation mentioned above with that of excision of 
a portion of the skin on the affected side of the scrotum, and converted 
a longitudinal incision of the underlying tissues into a transverse one, 
the divided edges of the skin being finally brought together and sutured~ 
So far these cases have all done well. 

Fifteen cases. of hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, two of which 
followed operations for hernia, were operated upon, excision of the 
parietal layer of the sac being effected in each case. All were successful. 

Castration was performed on two occasions, in one case for early 
tuberculosis of the epididymis, in the other for a painful retained testicle .. 
Both were successful. 

A NOTE ON THE INCINERATION OF FlECES IN INDIA. 

By CAPTAIN A. H. SAFFORD . 
. Royal A1'rny Medical Corps. 

THE accompanying diagram illustrates a simple method of incineration 
which has lately been adopted at Allababad. 

Colonel L. E. Anderson, Principal Medical Officer, and. Lieutenant
Colonel Lynden Bell, Senior Medical Officer, having made some experi: 
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ments on the destruction of fmces by incineration, using dead leaves as 
fuel, an experimental incinerator was bnilt behind one of the latrines in 
the lines of the 1st Middlesex Regiment. Advantage was taken of the 
regiment being on manceuvres so that the incinerator could be built in a 
central position in the barracks and the exact number of men using the 
latrine could be known, only the band and details beirig left in barracks. 

_ Serjeant Hill, M.W.D., constructed the first incinerator from my 
design. It was built of bricks on a cement base (where an old ash bin 
already existed), 4 feet square, with a grid made of hoop iron 1 foot above 
the ground level, spaces being left at the base for draught, and just above 
the grid for raking purposes. Into this dead leaves and dry refuse from 

-the coffee shop, &c., were placed, and, having been set fire to, the contents 
of the pans were emptied on and were quickly destroyed. The number of 

.2·6_·_~~ 

fl<--G ~~'--------------------~ 

men using this latrine was 92. It was soon found that the incinerator was 
unnecessarily large, so that a second one was constructed behind a latrine 
which was to be used by a draft of men just arrived from England. The 
draft consisted of 161 men, and no others were allowed to use tbis latrine. 

The incinerator was divided into two compartments, each 2 feet 
6 inches square, and it has since been found that one of these compart
ments was sufficiently large to destroy the fmces of all these men for one 
day, so that they were used in turn. Each pan in the latrine is half
filled with leaves after being cleaned, and is then replaced in the latrine; 
the leaves absorb the urine, hasten incineration, and keep the pan from 
being soiled. 

The question of fuel has always been the chief difficulty in this matter, 
but in stations such as this, in which dead leaves are plentiful during the 
greater part of the year, this difficulty seems to have been overcome. 
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It is proposed to cover these incinerators during the wet weather with 
a galvanised iron cover, and to store the leaves during the dry season as 
a reserve for the rains. It has been found that very little smoke arises 
during the process, and what little there is, is quite inoffensive. 

The advantages obtained by having an incinerator behind each latrine 
are that there is no storing of refuse during the day, as the contents of 
each pan are immediately emptied on to the fire and destroyed, there is 
no carriage of frecal matter through the lines, and, if the urine can be 
dealt with in the same manner, the trenching grounds can be done away 
with, and there will consequently be a considerable saving of labour 
and expense. 

The cost of construction only amounts to about Rs. 3 to Rs. 5 for each 
incinerator: . 

Those already constructed are very primitive, and are only experi
mental, so that, no doubt, they will be greatly improved upon when the 
scheme is further developed. It yet remains to be seen whether sufficient 
fuel can be stored to supply the demand during the rains. 

SPECIFICATION OF RATION VEHICLE, DESIGN .. B." 
By MAJOR McMUNN. 

Royal Army Medical COrp8. 

THIS vehicle is designed to carry bread, meat, and other rations. 
The body is divided into three compartments by two upright parti

tions, marked A-A on drawing; the first two for bread, and rear one for 
meat. Access to the bread compartment is from the near side and to 
the one for meat from the rear. 

A well is built in the rear portion, so that should it be necessary 
to carry large pieces of meat, a man can walk in with it. The meat 
will be carried on hooks, as described in the specifications. Bread is 
carried on sliding- trays, which can easily he removed for cleaning. 
A guard rail is fixed round the top of the wagon, so that vegetables, flour 
or other stores can be carried, if required. The roof is made sufficiently 
strong to stand any reasonable weight. It is to be covered with canvas, 
and to receive a good coating of white lead just previous to the canvas 
being stretched out. 

The whole of the rear portion of vehicle is to be lined with zinc, and 
to be fitted with two long iron bars carried in brac~et_s sec~redto ribs i~ 
the roof and sides, each rod to be fitted with three large hooks for carrying 
meat; bars and hooks to be removable for cleaning purposes. 

Ventilation in the back portion is provided by louvres in the doors, 
and an opening of 1 inch between the top rail and the roof, also over the 
door and rear; all openings must be covered on inside with fine gauze 
wire~ 
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