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THE following account of the examination of an Army Medical 
Officer as to his fitness for advancement in the Service, is of 
interest as contrasting the methods and standard of examination 
eighty years ago with those of the present day. 

The Examinee, who was born in 1803, served an apprenticeship 
of six years to a medical man in Aberdeen, where he passed through 
the usual curriculum in Arts at Marischal College and attended 
lectures on Chemistry, Anatomy, Surgery and Midwifery. 

He afterwards prosecuted his medical studies for a year in 
Edinburgh, and six months in London, at the Middlesex Hospital, 
becoming on April 15th, 1825, a member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London, as the English College was then designated. 
He was appointed Hospital Assistant in the Army by Commission 
dated May 19th, 1825, became Assistant-Surgeon of the 91st Foot 
in 1826, and was promoted to be Surgeon of the Cape Mounted 
Riflemen in 1841, retiring on the half-pay of that Regiment in 1850. 

Sir Jacob Adolphus, the President of the Board which conducted 
the examination in Jamaica, served an apprenticeship of six years 
to a medical man in Spanish Town, Jamaica, to whom he acted as 
assistant for nearly two years longer. After this he attended 
St. Thomas's Hospital, London, as a regular pupil for eighteen 
months, and was appointed a Hospital Mate in the Army by 
Warrant dated October 2nd, 1795. He became Assistant-Surgeon 
of the 60th Foot in 1802, and on June 29th, 1809, was promoted to 
be Surgeon to the Forces. In 1816, on the recommendation of 
Sir J ames McGrigor, Director-General, and of Dr. Edmund Somers, 
Deputy-Inspector of Hospitals, he obtained the degree of M.D. 
from the Marischal College and University, University of 
Aberdeen, and in 1817 he became a member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons in London. In tbe same year he was granted brevet 
rank of Deputy-Inspector of Hospitals, and in 1827 he retired on 
half-pay as Inspector of Hospitals, and, was created a Knight 
Bachelor, July 1st, 1840. He died at Cheltenham in 1845. Dr. 
James Weir, the senior Member of the Board, was educated in 
Edinburgh and became a licentiate of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh" in 1811, and in the following year gradu
ated M.D. at the University there. He was appointed Hospital 
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Mate in the Army, by Commission dated October 1st, 1812, and 
after passing through the grades of Assistant-Surgeon and Surgeon, 
was gazetted August 12th, 1819, to be a Physician to the Forces, 
a departmental designation which was afterwards altered into that 
of Assistant-Inspector of Hospitals. He was placed on half-pay in 
1831, and died in 1835. Dr. Samuel Hill, the junior Member of 
the Board, served an apprenticeship of five years to his father, who 
was a surgeon at Portsea, and after a year's attendance at Middlesex 
Hospital became a member of the Royal College of Surgeons :in 
London, April1st, 1808. He was appointed Hospital Mate by 
Commission, March 22nd, 1810, and when employed in Edinburgh 
as an Assistant-Surgeon to the Forces, qualified for and obtained 
the degree of M.D. there in 1822. On February 19th, 1824, he was 
promoted to the rank of Surgeon to the Forces, and died when 
serving at Portsmouth, October 31st, 1830. ' 

MINUTES OF THE EXAMINATION OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON 

WM. C. EDDIE, 91sT REGIMENT. 

A passage from Gregory's Conspectus Medicince Theoreticce 
was given to him to translate, which he did with facility, after 
which the following Questions were proposed; to these he gave the 
subjoined Answers:-

Q. How many lobes has the brain? 
A. Six-two anterior, two middle, and two posterior lobes. 
Q. How many has the cerebellum? 
A. Two. 
Q. How many cavities are there in the brain, and how are they 

called? 
A. Four, ventricles. Sometimes a fifth is found, but it is in 

general indistinct. 
Q. How many sinuses are there in the brain '? 
A. Seven, chiefly, namely. superior and inferior longitudinal 

sinuses, superior and inferior petrosal sinuses, two lateral, and 
the torcular herophili. '. 

Q. How is the brain supplied with blood? 
A. By the internal carotid and vertebral arteries. 
Q. How is it returned thence? 
A. By the sinuses into the internal jugulars. 
Q. How many bones are there belonging to the head? 
A. Eight-six proper, two common to it and the face. 
Q. What are the diseases of the head or brain? 
A. Phrenitis, apoplexy and mania. 
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Q. What is the structure of the heart? 
A. Muscular. 
Q. How many cavities has it? 
A. Two auricles and two ventricles. 
Q. Describe the circulation of the blood? 
A. The blood .is brought from all parts of the body by the 

superior and inferior venre cavre into the right auricle, passes into 
the right ventricle, and then by the pulmonary arteries through the 
lungs, and is ·returned from them by the four pulmonary veins into 
the left auricle, thence it passes into the left ventricle to be propelled 
into the aorta and arteries throughout the body. 

Q. What is the use of the blood? 
A. To nourish the body, genera~e heat and supply the secretions. 
Q. What is the stomach? 
A. A muscular bag in shape like that of a bagpipe, to contain 

food and fit it for digestion. 
Q. Where is it situated? 
A. In the epigastric region under the diaphragm. 
Q. How is the stomach supplied with blood? 
A. By branches from the cooliac, the coronaria ventriculi, the 

right and left gastro-epiploic. 
Q. How are the intestines divided? 
A. Into large and small. 
Q .. What are the small intestines named? 
A. Duodenum, jejunum, ileum. 
Q. What are the large? 
A. The crecum, colon, and rectum. 
Q. Where is the process of digestion for the most part completed? 
A. In the duodenum and jejunum. 
Q. What are the chief diseases of the stomach and intestines? 
A. Inflammation, dyspepsia, diarrhooas, dysenteria, colica, cholera. 
Q. What are the diagnostic symptoms between gastritis and 

enteritis? 
A. The seat of pain, the great anxiety, constant vomiting, 

especially when anything be taken into the stomach. Incessant 
thirst, excruciating pain, increased on pressure, will point out the 
seat and nature of the disease in gastritis. 

Q. What is the treatment to be pursued in enteritis? 
A. Large and repeated bleedings, warm bath, fomentations, 

purging, enemata, purgatives after bleeding has been premised. 
Q. What are the orders in Willan's "Classification of Diseases 

of the Skin " ? 
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. A. Papulre, squamre, exanthemata, bullre, pustulre, vesiculre, 
tuberculre, maculre. 

Q. Give an example of a disease in each of these orders? 
A. (1) Lichen, (2) lepra, (3) rubeola, (4) erysipelas, (5) variola, 

(6) varicella, (7) acne, (8) nrevu8. ' , 
Q. What are the boundaries of the thorax? 
A. Sternum, ribs, spine, clavicle, arid diaphragm. 
Q. What is the membrane that lines it? 
A. The pleura. 
Q. What are the chief diseases of this cavity? 
A. Pneumonia, catarrhus, dyspnooa, carditis, bronchitis, asthma, 

hydrothorax, angina pectoris, hmmoptysis. 
Q. What are the diagnostic symptoms between asthma and 

angina pectoris? 
A. In angina the sense of constriction of the chest extends to 

the left arm, the attack is for the most part sudden, and after, or 
while taking exercise, palpitations, pallid countenance, cold clammy 
partial sweats, sense of approaching death, relieved by an horizontal 
posture and perfect quiescence; no wheezing as in asthma. 

Q. What is mercury? 
A. A metal. 
Q. Has it any action on the human system in that state? 
A. No. 
Q. What is the most active preparation of it? 
A. The muriate. 
Q. What is the chemical difference between it and the sub

muriate? 
A. It contains more 

subn'luriate . 
oxygen arid hence more acid than the 

. Q. What is opium? 
A. A vegetable extract. 
Q. From what plant is it extracted? 
A: From the Papaver somniferum. 
Q. From what part of the plant? 
A. From the capsules. 
Q. Where does it chiefly grow as an article of commerce '? 
A. In Turkey and Upper Egypt. 
Q. Do you know the class and order of the Linnean System of 

Botany to which this plant belongs ? 
A. I know but little Botany. By the Board 13th Class 

Polyandria, 1st Order Monogynia. 
Q. What is the dose of this medicine? 
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A. From 1 to 3 grains. 
Q. How many grains of opium are contained in 10 grains of the 

pulvis ipecacuhame compositus? 
A. One grain. 
Q. What are the other ingredients and their proportions in the 

same quantity. 
A. One grain of the radix ipecacuhanre and 8 of the sulphate 

of potass. 
Q. What is jalap? 
A. A vegetable. 
Q. What part of the plant is used in medicine? 
A. 'l'he root. 
Q. Where does the plant grow? 
A. In Mexico, near J alapa. 
Q. What is the Botanic name of the plant? 
A. Convolvulus Jalapre. 
Q. Is there any other of the same genus similar in virtue to the 

last medicine? 
A. Scammony. 
Q. Describe the liver? 
A. A large glandular body situated in the right hypochondrium 

under the ribs near the epigastrium composed of five lobes and kept 
in its position by means of processes of the peritoneum called 
ligaments. . 

Q. What is the use of the liver? 
A. To secrete the bile. 

Signed 

Kings to'n , 
M arch 10th, 1827. 

( 
J. AnoLPHus, M.D., 

Inspector of Hospitals. 

j 
JAMES WEIR, M.D., 

. S PHhYSiCia~'TtoDthe Forces. 
AMUEL ILL, iU. " 

\ Surgeon to the Forces. 

• 
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