





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Military Health]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Webinars
	About
	Podcasts

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Webinars
	About
	Podcasts



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 161, Issue 1 
	An unusual cause of peritonitis in a deployed environment


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Case report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      An unusual cause of peritonitis in a deployed environment
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Adrian Proffitt1, 
	R Faulconer2, 
	P Kreishman3, 
	S Graybill4 and 
	D Craig5

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1ST3 Acute Internal Medicine, Department of Medicine, University Hospital of North Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2ST5 General and Vascular Surgery, Department of Surgery, Russells Hall Hospital, Dudley, West Midlands, UK

	[bookmark: aff-3]
3Department of Surgery, Womack Military Medical Centre, Fort Bragg, North Carolina, USA

	[bookmark: aff-4]
4Department of Internal Medicine, San Antonio Military Medical Centre, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, USA

	[bookmark: aff-5]
5Department of Gastroenterology, The James Cook University Hospital, Middlesbrough, North Yorkshire, UK


	Correspondence to
 Surg Lt Cdr Adrian Proffitt RN, Department of Medicine, University Hospital of North Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 6QG, UK; adrianproffitt{at}doctors.org.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract

Acute abdominal pain is a common presenting complaint to both primary and secondary care, and is a frequent cause of hospital admission among deployed personnel. Identification of generalised peritonism on abdominal examination is a classical indicator of intra-abdominal pathology that may warrant exploratory laparotomy. Negative findings at laparotomy should serve as a diagnostic prompt to consider other non-surgical mimics of an acute abdomen.
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