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a slow complaint and is apt to be progressive, spreading over many years. 
Though in it, from time to time, improvements may occur, I do not 
gather from the literature of the subject that the prognosis is good. 
Indeed, it is this fact which gives the best reason for excluding the 
diagnosis of spondylose rhizomelique. There was no relapsing, there was 
no temporary improvement, nor while he was under my observation did 
the condition show any tendency to become generalized. On the 
contrary, during the six months I had supervision of the case, the patient 
slowly and steadily improved. The treatment was entirely on the lines 
of anti-rheumatic treatment, and the counter-irritation, which on the 
two occasions of its application was followed by such marked benefit, 
was only the counter-irritation which is known to do good in so many 
cases where some chronic neuritis exists. The ultimate conclusion, 
therefore, is that the case is one of spondylitis rheumatica, and that the 
prognosis is quite satisfactory. 

CASE OF TAPEWORM. 

By CAPTAIN W. E. C. LUNN. 

Royal Army Medical Oorps. 

THE following case seems worth recording on account of the unusual 
length of the worm. 

Mrs. E., the wife of a N.C.O., casually mentioned to me one morning 
that she was passing pieces of worm similar to what she had passed a 
year previously, when, after a dose of medicine, she had passed a worm 
about 20 ft. in length. 

The patient was a fine healthy woman, of excellent physique and 
constitution, her only real complaint being the large meals she felt 
obliged to eat. I prescribed the usual dosage of male fern extract, 
preceded and followed by castor-oil. The next morning the worm was 
shown to me in a bucket of water, which it appeared literally to fill. 
I had the worm, which was in four parts, removed from the bucket, laid 
out and measured; to my astonishment the total measurement came to 
79 ft. 4 in., in places the segments were an inch broad. 

The pieces were, as far as I could ascertain, all belonging to the same 
worm; the head was not recovered . 
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