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(tlintcal anl> otber 1Rotes. 

NOTES ON HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION, JAPANESE ARMY. 
EXTRAOTED FROM REPORTS. 

By CAPTAIN A. A. l\;fAcNEIGHT, LM.S; 

Infections Block.--At the entrance to this block there is a shallow box 
containing' a fibre mat, which is kept soaked in cresol solution. Everyone 
leaving the block rubs his feet on this m'at. 

The nursing orderlies in this, as in all other wards, always wear 
white coats while in the wards. Here, in addition, they wear over 
their mouths white muslin masks, which, when not in use, are kept in 
formalin solution. After attending to a patient, and before leaving the 
ward, they wash their hands in corrosive sublimate solution, the rags they 
wipe them on being at once thrown away. 

At present there are six orderlies on duty in this block. Three of 
them sleep at night in one el,ld of the phthisical ward. In 1911, when 
the two wards were full of enteric cases, all the orderlies slept in the 
wards. . 

The officer who has had charge of this block for the last eighteen 
months states that during this time there have been no cases of infectious 
disease contracted in hospital by patients in other wards, or by nursing 
orderlies. 

Pulmonary Tnberc1tlosis.-As soon as tubercle bacilli are found in the 
sputum of a patient, he is discharged the Service, as unfit to serve again 
in any capacity, and at once sent to his home. The number of such 
discharges ,per annum is said to ,be about 100. The tuberculin test is 
largely employed, but little faith' is placed in a positive reaction. 

All sputum cups in use in this ward, and in other wards those 
used by patients confined to bed, are attached by means of movable iron 
arms to the posts at the bedhead, so that they can be used with very little 
exertion. When sputum is required for examination, a glass tumbler, in, 
addition to the sputum cup, is attached to the bed, and into this nothing 
but sputum is put. 

Disinfection. (a) Of Excreta.-Enteric patients, even when convales
cent, use a bed-pan or commode in the ward instead of going to the 
latrine. All bed-pans and bed-urinals, as well as sp~tum cups, are taken, 
after use, to a special room, where they are emptied into a square concrete 
tank sunk into the floor; they are then washed at a tap over a sink from 
which a short pipe leads to the tank in the floor. Every night the depth 
of the contents of this tank is measured with a stick. The depth found 
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686 Olinical and othm' Notes 

is compared with a table hung on the wall, giving the quantity of various 
disinfectants of different strengths to be used according to the depth of 
the contents of the tank. The amount of disinfectant shown as necessary 
on this table is run into the tank, and the whole stirred and allowed to 
stand till morning, when it is let off into a pipe leading to the mai~ 
drain. The disinfectant used is either 3 per cent carbolic acid or cresol 
solution. 

Soiled wool, gauze, and other things considered likely to block a 
drain pipe are put into a cQvered iron receptacle. This is emptied daily 
into a large incinerator about '100 yards away from the ward. The 
incinerator is used for destroying rubbish of all sorts, and is lighted at 
intervals as required. . 

(b) Of Clothing.-All plothing is taken away in a special metal-lined, 
closed handcart to the steam disinfector in another part of the hospital 
compound, and there disinfected. 

(c) Of Documents.-Case sheets, temperature charts, &c" and any 
other small articles which have to be taken away from the ward, are first 
placed overnight in a zinc-lined box, about 1 ft. square and 2 ft. high. 
Inside this are two perforated trays; and at the bottom a drawer in which 
is placed a saucer containing formalin solution. As pointed ont by the 
officer in charge of the ward, the disinfection would be 'more thorough if 
there were some method of hastening the vaporization of the formalin. 

Cd) Of Medicine Bottles and Milk Bottles.-All bottles are sent to the 
pharmacy in a closed metal handcart. Inside the cart are two horizontal 
perforated pipes which lead from a screw pipe projecting on the outside, 
A thermometer is so arranged that the bulb is inside, the scale outside 
the cart. When the cart is brought to the pharmacy, it is left standing 
outside while a high-pressure steam pipe is connected. Steam is turned 
on and kept on until the temperature of the inside of the cart has been 
raised to 100° C. for half an hour. 

All the floors in this block are scrubbed down every morning first 
with cresol solution and then with hot water. 

Venereal ancl Skin Disease Block.-A distinguishing mark is worn on 
the 'left sleeve by all patients in this block, irrespective of the nature of 
their· disease. 

One of the rooms of the block is used as dressing-room and medioal 
officer's room CGmbined. It contains an operating table and a small 
sterilizer, and is supplied with sterilized dressings, all necessary dru'gs, 
a few surgical instruments, douches, syringes, &0. 

A chart hanging in the room shows at a glance the number of patients 
from each unit in the garrison treated in hospital during each month of 
the year for venereal and skin diseases. 
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Olinical and other Notes 687 

The black columns are for venereal, and the shaded for skin disease 
cases. The spaces between the horizontal lines each represent five cases, 
so that according to the diagram below there were in the 1st Infantry 
Regiment, in January, ten venereal and three skin cases; in February, 
eight venereal and four' skin cases. 3rd Infantry Regiment, in January, 
five venereal and' one skin case; in February, six venereal and two 
skin cases. 

r-------+-------~ Febry. 

r-----+-_..-------I Janry. 

'Salvarsan and Neo-salvarsan.-Syphilis IS being treated with neo
salvarsan and mercury. 

Gon01"Thma.-The routine treatmeht consists in washing out the 
urethra daily with a 2 per cent boric acid solution, followed by the 
injection of a solution of protargol, beginning with 0'3 per cent and 
gradually increasing to 1 per cent. The protargol is kept in the urethra 
for ten minutes. 

Another method of treatment which has been under trial for nearly 
a yea~ pas~ is the local application of heat to t,he urethral mucosa. Th~ 
method consists in the introduction, of a hollow bougie, the lumen of 
which is divided so as to allow the flow of fluid up to the tip, and then 
cause its return. There are two horizontal metal reservoirs of about half 
a gallon capacity each, arranged one above the other so that their 
positions can be,r,eversed. These are connected to the bougie by rubber 
tubing. The upper one is filled with water at a temperature of 1310 F. 
The water flows from this through tlie bougie and returns to the lower 
reserVOIr. This treatment is applied every day for from forty to sixty 
minutes. Results are very variable, though there have; been some rapid 
recoveries. 

The same apparatus as described above was used for about two 
months in the dressing theatre on a simple sinus in the thigh without 
the least success. 
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