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lRe"iews. 

MANUAL OF TROPICAL MEDICINE. By Aldo Oastellani, M.D., and Albert 
J. Ohalmers, M.D., F.R.O.S. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Oox. 
Second Edition. 1913. Fifteen coloured plates. Pp. xxxii and 1747. 
Price 21s. net. 

The rapid growth of knowledge of tropical medicine within recent years 
is brought home to us by the fact that this admimble work, which repre
sented the last word on the subject when the first edition appe,ared three 
years ago, has required the addition of just five hundred pages-nearly 
half its original volume-to bring it up to date in 1913. 

The authors are to be congratulated on their success in coping with 
the mass of new material to be dealt with. We cannot but admire the 
comprehensive nature of their work. All students of tropical medicine 
will welcome the excellent preliminary articles on tropical climatology, 
the effects of climate and food on man, tropical intoxications and poisons, 
vepomous animals, &c., and especially that on tropical races, a subject 
of the highest importance to medical men working in the Tropics. We' 
could have wished that this article had dealt a little more fully with 
cultural, as opposed to archmological anthropology. The latter is of high 
importance, but we regard a familiarity with the customs and beliefs of 
primitive tribes as invaluable to a doctor whose duty it is to gain the 
confidence and friendship of the people among whom his lot is cast. We 
would venture to suggest the inclusion of " Notes and Queries in Anthro
pology," amongst the references to this subject in some future edition. 
This little publication of the Royal Anthropological Institute gives a useful 
basis for inquiry into ,the manners, customs, and beliefs of native races, 
and opens up a field of the greatest utility as well as interest to workers 
in the Tropics. 

We turn naturally to those diseases which have received the greatest 
amount of attention in recent years. With regard to the trypano
somiases, the authors find confirmation of their helief in the plurality 
of the species of the trypanosomes affecting man in Africa in the dis
covery of T. rhodesiense (Stephens and Fantham), and they consider 
that there ,are probably still other species concealed under the name 
of T. gambiense. They note, too, the possibility that some of the 
trypanosomes of the lower animals may be found to cause human 
trypanosomiases, and cite the case of Professor Lanfranchi who became 
infected in Europe with a laboratory stmin believed to be T. brucei. 
The subject of South American trypanosomiasis is treated much more 
fully than in the first edition, arid two excellent figures (after Vianna) 
showing T. cruzi in neuroglia cells of the brain, are ad'ded. ' 

With regard to leprosy, the work of Bayonwith the Kedrowsky strain 
is quoted by the authors as opening up the most promising field for 
future research. We welcome this expression of opinion, as we consider 
that the serological evidence produced by Bayon gives his theory a claim 
to the very greatest attention. 
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The discovery that Leishmania infantum is widely distributed in 
Southern Europe demonstrated the importance to medicine in general 
of the careful study of tropical diseases, and we have in pellagra yet 
another dramatic instance of the same thing. The six pages devoted 
to this subject in the first edition have given place to thirty-seven in the 
second, and the half-dozen lines indicating that Sambon had suggested 
that the disease might be due to a parasitic protozoon, have grown into 
a long and appreciative review of Sambon's theory that the causative 
agent is a protozoon spread from man to man by a biting fly. It is 
natural that this theory should receive great attention in the work under 
review, as one of. the authors has been so intimately associated with 
Sambon in his epidemiological researches. We recall how unshaken 
were our convictions in favour of the maize theory when first we heard 
that Sambon had suggested that pellagra might be caused by a protozoon. 
After all, Teufelsdrock is right. "Oustom," says the Professor, "doth 
make dotards of us all." It is so easy to settle down to a widely-held 
conviction, and so humiliating to find it slide away from under us and 
leave us apologetically accepting a new idea. Every day brings. to light 
fresh evidence in favour of Sambon's induction and against the maize 
theory, and we can only congratulate that distinguished worker and his 
colleague, Dr. Ohalmers, on their success. 

Beri-beri claims a greater space than formerly, and the article on 
this disease contains much new matter. 

We turn to blackwater fever with great interest, but are still faced 
with an unsolved problem. The authors continue in their opinion that 
it is a "disease of its own," and go further in affirming their belief that 
it is due to some as yet unknown protozoal parasite. We cannot help 
thinking that they dismiss Stephens' theory too lightly, and we find no 
mention of the masterly work of Deek and J ames in the Panama Oanal 
zone. 

D nder the heading of the dysenteries, we find an excellent table, 
showing the cultural reactions of "cert!tin aerobic intestinal bacteria, 
with names arranged in alphabetical order." This table should be of 
special value to Army medical officers engaged in laboratory work, as 
these aerobic intestinal bacteria probably cause more illness and in
efficiency during military operations than all the other parasitic causes 
of disease together. 

Our review would assume very large proportions if we attempted 
to do justice to our subject. We have a duty to our Editor as well 
as to the authors, and it is not only a question of our time but of 
his space. We have deliberately selected for attention the diseases 
themselves rather than their parasitic causative agents, as the practical 
question of clinical work in the Tropics makes a wider appeal than the 
more technical aspects of tropical entomology; but the most important 
part of the work is undoubtedly the magnificent section dealing with 
the parasitic causes of disease. We do not feel competent to criticise it. 
We can only express our gratitude for a comprehensive and thorough 
summary of a most difficult subject, which will be of the greatest assist
ance to us personally, and, without doubt, to many others. 

S.L. O. 
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PRACTICAL BACTERIOLOGY, MICROBIOLOGY AND SERUM THERAPY. By 

A. Besson. Translated by H. J. Hutchens, D.S.O., M.R.C.P. &c. 
London: Longmans, Green and Co. 1913. Pp. xxx and 892. 
Price 36s. net. 

Those who are acquainted with Dr. Besson's "Technique Micro-. 
biologique" will welcome an English translation of that excellent work, 
and Professor Hutchens is to be congratulated on his success in what 
must have been a very difficult task. For this is no mere literal trans
lation. It is rather the adaptation of a book written entirely in the spirit 
of the French school of medical thought to the needs of the British 
medical public. It may be objected that there is only one real school of 
medical opinion, that of Europe and America, and that to take into con
sideration the local differences is to emphazise what ought to be ignored, 
but it is only necessary to compare the original" Besson " with that now 
under review to realize that much careful revision and much judicious 
addition and subtraction have been needed to convert a popular French 
textbook. into one likely to enjoy great popularity in this country. The 
actual text of the origin a! has been adhered to with what might be called 
tenacity; but it has evidently cost the translator something to keep his 
interpolations inside their brackets. It is difficult to avoid drawing com· 
parisons between the translation and the original, for in spite of the 
fidelity of his attempt to be only a translator, Professor Hutchens has 
somehow failed to suppress his own personality and has given us what 
might be best described as a collaboration with the author, rather than 
a mere rendering into English of bis original work. However arrived 
at, the result is excellent. In no other work with which we are 
acquainted is the arrangement of the bacteria more convenient for the 
purposes of description and reference. In this respect the present 
volume is a decided improvement on the French edition. The compre
hensive article on the tubercle bacillus is greatly improved by the inclu
sion of many of the results of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis and 
by several new text figures and photographs. The articles on the para
typhoid bacilli have been re-written in view of the work of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps in India, and of Bainbridge in this country, and-the 
three chapters dealing with this subject form a useful summary that was 
much needed. The opening pages on the Bacillus febris entericl'B might 
have been more thoroughly overhanled. The statement, quoted from 
Courmont, that in all cases of moderate and severe infection the organism 
can be isolated from the blood from the fifth day until the end of the third 
week of the disease, misses the essential fact that it is just in the first five 
days that blood culture gives the highest percentage of successes, while 
the recovery of the bacillus. after the second week is exceptional unless 
a' relapse has occurred. We regret, too, the assertion that the typhoid 
bacillus lives a saprophytic existence in the intestines of healthy persons. 
It lives a parasitic existence in the tissues of typhoid carriers, a very 
different thing. There are a few slight errors in translation, or perhaps 
rather in expression of the meaning of the original. For instance, 
" N etter showed that during the early stages of the disease the 
pneumococcus in the saliva was virulent, that it disappeared at 
the time of the crisis, and reappeared at the end of a fortnight." This is 
not exactly the same as" Netter a con state q!1e, pendant la pneumonie, 
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le pneumocoque de la salive est virulent; cette virulence disparait au 
moment de la crise pour se manifester de nouveau au bout d'une quinzaine 
de jours." It is the virulence tbat disappears, not the pneumococcus. But 
such minor points only await correction in a subsequent edition. In our 
opinion a more serious fault is the absence of a bibliography or at least of 
any systematic arrangement of references. Many authorities are quoted 
without any guide as to where to look up the original papers. The 
addition of good references would raise this tine work to the very highest 
level. As it stands, it is, in many respects, an advance on most of the 
textbooks available, and both the author and ,the translator are to be 
heartily congratulated on a successful work. We could have wished that 
the externals of the volume had retained the simplicity of the original 
with the resultant diminution in price, but we recommend those in want 
of a thoroughly sound book on bacteriology to possess themselves of the 
English edition, cover and all. ' 

S. L. C. 

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE AND -HYGIENE. , By Milton .r. Rosenau. New 
York and London: D. Appleton and Co., 1913. Pp. xxviii and 
1074. 

This volume is an up-to-date textbook of preventive medicine and 
hygiene, in which Professor ROflenau has successfully covered the wide 
tield of medical and related sciences which form the foundation of public 
health work. Many facts have been here ,brought together which are 
widely scattered in the literature of the subject and which are often 
difficult of access, and on them is shed the light of the autbor's wide and 
varied experience in hygiene and sanitation. In addition, the book is a 
compilation of facts gleaned from the standard works of other writers on 
the subject in England, the Continent, and America. 

The scope of the workis given thus in the preface: "The book may 
be considered in two parts, namely, that which deals with the person 
(hygiene), and that which deals with the environment (sanitation). The 
tirst part includes the prevention of the communicable diseases, venereal 
prophylaxis, heredity, immunity, eugenics and similar subjects. The 
second part deals with our environment in its relation to health and 
disease, and includes a discussion on food, water, air, soil, disposal of 
wastes, vital statistics, diseases of occupation, industrial hygiene, school 
hygiene, disinfection, quarantine, isolation, and other topics of sanitary 
importance, as well as subjects of interest to health officers." The 
chapter on sewage and garbage has been written by G. C. Whipple, that 
on vital statistics by Cressy L. Wilbur, and that on the prevention of 
mental diseases, by T. W. Salmon'. The section on communicable diseases 
is noteworthy, the diseases being grouped according to their mode of 
transference. This classification is a new" one and should prove of 
assistance to those who are specially concerned in the prevention of in
fection. The remainder of the book is arranged in the approved text
book style, and the usual analytical methods are described in the sections 
on water, air, and food. The section on immunity. heredity, and 
eugenics is one not usually found in textbooks on hygiene, and is a 
welcome addition. We can contidently commend this book to the perusal 
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not only of students of public health, but also to medical officers in all 
parts of the world who are concerned in disease prevention. 

H. B. F. 

THE REDUOTION OF DOMESTIC FLIES. By Edward Halford Ross, 
M.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond. London: John Murray, 1913. Pp. 
viii and 103. Price 5s. 

In this book the author has made a determined effort to bring home 
to the public the necessity for the campaign against house flies. The fly 
and its life habits are well described, and the book is profusely illustrated 
with some excellent photographs of flies and their larvre. It is written 
with some humour and in strong and forcible language, no point of 
'evidence which would assist in damning the fly having been omitted. 

The destruction of fly larvre and sanitary measures for fly prevention 
are fully dealt with, municipal action in these matters being strongly 
recommended. A short chapter is devoted to the fly's enemies, but the 
substitution of Empusca medusce for Empusa muscce as a name for the 
fly fungus, is an extraordinary mistake for one so well versed in the 
subject. The book is evidently written for the lay reader and not for 
members of the medical profession, therefore we may excuse those 
passages in which the author has been inclined to exaggerate the import
ance of the fly in the causation of certain diseases. For the same reason 
we are not inclined to cavil at some of his scientificltlly inaccurate state
ments, such as that flies were the sole cause of the increase of infant 
mortality in July, 1911, and that dairies and cowsheds are dangerous 
establishments. 

Much good would be done if this book were widely read by the lay 
public, and it could not fail to bring home to the householder his 
responsibility for the presence of flies in his kitchen, larder, and dining-
room. 

H. B. F. 

STUDIES ON THE INFLUENOE OF THE THERMAL ENVIRONMENT ON THE 
CIROur,ATION AND BODY HEAT. By Edgar R. Lyth, M.B. Durham, 
M.R.C.S.Eng. London: Bale, Sons and Danielsson, 1913. Pp. 
viii and 72. Price 2s. 6d. net. 

In this small book are embodied the results of a large number of 
experiments on the changes that occur in the circulatory system, and in 
the body heat, consequent on alterations in the thermal environment. 

The author takes for the basis of his experiments three subjective 
conditions which he refers to as "the hot condition," "the cord condi
tion," and" the neutral condition." In" the hot and cold conditions" 
the subject is said to feel uncomfortably hot and cold respectively, while 
"the neutral condition" is a thermally comfortable state between the 
two. The alterations found in the internal temperature consequent on 
changes in the thermal environment are of particular interest to military 
medical officers who freq.uently see patients suffering from heat retention. 
One point that we consider is clearly made out by these experiments, is 

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-21-06-15 on 1 D
ecem

ber 1913. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


Ourrent Literatu1'e 741 

the necessity, in cases of heat stroke, of observing both the internal and 
external temperatures of the body as a guide to treatment. 

The author draws our attention to many facts that are not generally 
known, such as the rise in the internal temperature consequent on 
exposure of the body to cold when in "the neutral condition," and the 
subsequent fall when the exposure is discontinued. The observations on 
the alterations in the blood-pressure should prove of great value in 
directing the lines of treatment of aneurism and of many affections of the 
heart and kidneys. 

It would be impossible in a short review to touch on the many 
interesting points brought out by these experiments. We can confidently 
recommend the book as likely to prove of great value to those interested 
in the study of }:leat retention. 

W.W.O.B . 

• 

<rurrent 'JLiterature . 

. Strains of Syphilitic Yirus.-Pick (Wien. "med. Woch., September f3, 
1913, p. 2390) discusses tbe effect on the prognosis of the source of 
the syphilitic infection. Malignant syphilis, which is characterized by 
the early appearance of what are usually late symptoms, and by the 
tendency of the lesions to ulcerate, is comparatively rare. Gennerich 
reports the case of two sailors who contracted the disease from the same 
woman, in which the malady pursued a malignant course in both. On 
the other hand, there are many observations of a pernicious infection 
arising from a benign or ordinary case, more especially in persons 
debilitated by alcohol, malaria, tubercle, diabetes or starvation. 

There is a considerable amount of evidence that there is a syphilitic 
virus which has a special affinity for the cerebrospinal system. Brosius 
records the case of a glass-blower who infected seven of his fellow
workers. Two developed general paralysis, and two tabes. 

Mendel quotes the instance of a man dying of general paralysis. His 
widow and her second husband became ataxic. According to N onne, of 
three men who were infected by the same woman on the same night, two 
died of general paralysis, and one of locomotor ataxy; a child infected its 
mother who transmitted the disease to her husband. All three succumbed 
to tabes. Erb narrates how five men fell victims to general paralysis or 
ataxy, after exposure to the same source of infection. Pick observed 
the occurrence of general paralysis and tabes in two brothers who were 
infected on the same night by the same woman. Regis relates how a 
man i.nfected his wife and sister-in-law. All died of general pll-ralysis. 
According to J unius and Arndt, a man lost his wife from tabes; his 
second wife also developed this disease. He, himself, and his daughter 
died of general paralysis. Morel-Lavallee quotes the case of five men 
who died of general paralysis; all contracted syphilis from the same 
woman. 

51 
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