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(3) On the raised stretcher the patient is not exposed to cold 
draughts of air coming in below doors, etc., to the same extent that he 
is when lying on a stretcher on the floor. 

(4) The appearance of a ward filled up with beds improvised from 
stretchers and trestles is more pleasing than one with stretchers on the 
floor, and this has a beneficial effect on the patients. 

I also consider that the bed improvised from a stretcher and trestles 
has the following advantages over an ordinary light iron bedstead:-

(1) That it is more portable. 
(2) That the patient suffers less pain when he has to be moved from 

one place to another, as he does not require to be shifted off the stretcher 
on which he is lying. 

ABDOMINAL SUPPURATION CO-EXISTING WITH MEASLES. 
By MAJOR N. E. HARDING. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

ON June 19, 1914, a child, S. E., aged 8, developed a typical attack 
of measles. As will be seen from the chart taken by the mother, an 
intelligent woman, the temperature did not fall as rapidly as usual, and 
during the course of the disease the child complained several times of 
abdominal pain, but as palpation was always negative, and the pain was 

JUNE JULY 
DATE ZO 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 29 29 30 

in the splenic region it was ascribed to congestion of that organ. She also 
complained once or twice of pain and difficulty in micturition which was 
put down to scantiness of the secretion and consequent scalding. On the 
29th she appeared to be quite convalescent, and so was not visited till 
July 1, when I found she had had a very ba:d nigh t owing to abdominal pain, 
and that her temperature had shot up to close on 103° F. On examina
tion I found the abdomen in the right iliac region board-like and so tender 
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that the child cried on touching it. I accordingly got her admitted to 
Guy's Hospital, and she was operated on that evening by Mr. Philip 
Turner, who evacuated a large abscess in the region of the appendix, 
extending into the pelvis and holding approximately a pint of pus which 
gave a pure culture of Bacillus coli communis. Owing to the child's 
condition the appendix, which was somewhat inflamed, was not removed, 
but a drainage tube was inserted. 

For some days she appeared to be doing fairly well though com
plaining a good deal of pain and very marked constipation, but on the 
11th the temperature rose, and on the 17th Mr. Turner operated again 
and found an abscess walled off by dense adhesions between the rectum 
and the right (?) ovary containing about an ounce of pus, which also gave 
a pure culture of B. coli communis. The appendix again did not show 
very marked signs of disease, but was removed, and a drainage tube 
again inserted. Since the second operation the child has made steady if 
somewhat slow progress towards recovery. 

The case appears to be of some iuterest on account of the trifling 
symptoms produced by the extensive suppuration and the way in which 
the temperature fell to normal and the child apparently convalesced, 
although this large abscess must have been present most if not all of the 
time. There also appears to be some doubt as to where and how it 
originated. The causal organism suggests the appendix, but that organ 
showed little evidence of disease. 

TINCTURE OF IODINE AND THE PREVENTION OF VENEREAL 
DISEASES. 

By MAJOR M. F. FOULDS. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

WE are all of us aware how, recently, the diagnosis and treatment of 
venereal diseases has loomed up in both the lay and medical press, and 
how much work and time has been given to the subject by members of the 
profession, but with it all very little has been said as to the prevention of 
these diseases. Personally I am of opinion that, if as much thought and 
research had been given to prevention as has been given to the cure, we 
should have progressed much further to the solution of the problem, and 
it is our own sex and not the opposite, for obvious reasons, to whom we 
owe this duty. 

The mucous surface of the malecgenerative' organ is much smaller 
in extent and much more tightly bound down, to the underlying 
structures than that of the female, and is, therefore, easier to sterilize, 
and experience teaches us that the vulva and vagina of the female are 
practically incapable of being freed frO!ll venereal organisms by ordinary 
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