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that the child cried on touching it. I accordingly got her admitted to 
Guy's Hospital, and she was operated on that evening by Mr. Philip 
Turner, who evacuated a large abscess in the region of the appendix, 
extending into the pelvis and holding approximately a pint of pus which 
gave a pure culture of Bacillus coli communis. Owing to the child's 
condition the appendix, which was somewhat inflamed, was not removed, 
but a drainage tube was inserted. 

For some days she appeared to be doing fairly well though com
plaining a good deal of pain and very marked constipation, but on the 
11th the temperature rose, and on the 17th Mr. Turner operated again 
and found an abscess walled off by dense adhesions between the rectum 
and the right (?) ovary containing about an ounce of pus, which also gave 
a pure culture of B. coli communis. The appendix again did not show 
very marked signs of disease, but was removed, and a drainage tube 
again inserted. Since the second operation the child has made steady if 
somewhat slow progress towards recovery. 

The case appears to be of some iuterest on account of the trifling 
symptoms produced by the extensive suppuration and the way in which 
the temperature fell to normal and the child apparently convalesced, 
although this large abscess must have been present most if not all of the 
time. There also appears to be some doubt as to where and how it 
originated. The causal organism suggests the appendix, but that organ 
showed little evidence of disease. 

TINCTURE OF IODINE AND THE PREVENTION OF VENEREAL 
DISEASES. 

By MAJOR M. F. FOULDS. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

WE are all of us aware how, recently, the diagnosis and treatment of 
venereal diseases has loomed up in both the lay and medical press, and 
how much work and time has been given to the subject by members of the 
profession, but with it all very little has been said as to the prevention of 
these diseases. Personally I am of opinion that, if as much thought and 
research had been given to prevention as has been given to the cure, we 
should have progressed much further to the solution of the problem, and 
it is our own sex and not the opposite, for obvious reasons, to whom we 
owe this duty. 

The mucous surface of the malecgenerative' organ is much smaller 
in extent and much more tightly bound down, to the underlying 
structures than that of the female, and is, therefore, easier to sterilize, 
and experience teaches us that the vulva and vagina of the female are 
practically incapable of being freed frO!ll venereal organisms by ordinary 
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simple means when once infected; therefore it is the male members of 
the community whom we must endeavour to protect. 

After a number of years' experience with calomel ointment, perman
ganate of potash and other antiseptic washes with unknown success 
I have lately been advising the men (in lectures on personal hygiene) 
to apply generously tincture of iodine (1 in,40) to the mucous surfaces 
of the glans penis and retracted prepuce and to pass the small brush 
through the meatus into the fossa navicularis as soon after connec
tion as possible, to be followed by a second application of the same 
twelve hours later. I generally advise all men to buy a small rubber
corked half-ounce bottle of tincture of iodine and a small camel-hair brush 
and keep them in their holdalls, and enlarge on the application of the 
iodine to all cuts, chaps, abrasions and blisters, etc., besides using it as 
a preventive against venereal disease. I ,am aware that there are many 
medical officers who consider. that it should be supplied to the men as 
part of their kit on enlistment, and the individual instructed in its use 
whilst attending the gymnasium, where he comes into much more 
intimate contact with members of the Service, than at any other stage 
in his military career. 

I do not pose as a bacteriologist, and have no knowledge of how 
tincture of iodine acts on the organisms of venereal disease, but, arguing 
by rule of thumb, if it will prevent staphylococci and streptococci of the. 
skin, &c., from infecting an abdominal or other operation wound, why 
should it not prevent venereal infection, provided it is early and 
thoroughly applied? I have no means of knowing what success 
tincture of iodine has had in the prevention of the disease at this station; 
all I can say is that the admissions for venereal disease have gone down 
since the men were lectured on the subject, and I have brought the matter 
forward simply with a view to its publicity and further trial at other 
stations, also as a line of research for specialists in bacteriology. I may 
add that in the treatment of venereal warts the daily application of 
tincture of iodine acts like a charm, and saves all cutting and burning 
treatment, which is generally advised in text-books . 
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