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quantity of water in the paraffin assimilates to itself the bulk of the 
carbolic, and thus a very small amount of water may constitute a very 
concentrated solution of carbolic acid sufficient to produce local necrosis, 
and at the same time nullify the essential penetrating effect of the 
paraffin. 

In the experimental treatment of wounds in hospital with a two per 
cent solution, it was found that blistering of that portion of the epidermis 
occurred where the superfluous oil overdrained, but it was discovered 
that if the superficial area exposed to the paraffin were painted with 
collodion, allowed to dry, and the injection then made, the ill effects 
were avoided. The results of the treatment in wounds already septic 
were frequently gratifying. . 

Speaking from the point of view of a member of the staff of a base 
hospital, one is struck by the large percentage of wounded who on 
admission show comparatively little clinical evidence of being seriously 
ill, but who within the course of a few days develop the most profound 
degree of toxicity. 

The problem arising in this campaign has been to find a suitable 
medium for introducing the antiseptic and retaining it in continuous 
contact with the tissues until such time as further surgical attention can 
be given to the wound. 

As a result of bacteriological investigation and clinical experiment 
in the wards of this hospital, it would seem feasible that paraffin oil 
should be thus employed until a better medium is found. 

COMBINED INCINERATOR AND WATER HEATER. 
MAJOR P. MOXEY, M.B., CH.B., D.P.H. 

Royal Army Medical Corps (T.F.). 
AND 

CAPTAIN G. SCOTT-WILLIAMSON, M.B., CH.B. 

Royal A.rmy Medical Corps (T.F.). 
1j3 South Midland Field A.mbulance. 

By means of the arrangement described we have found it possible 
to utilize the heat from the incinerator for the purpose of boiling water for 
cooking, washing, bathing,etc., and we have found it to be of great use at 
our advauced dressing station. 

The vessel used was an iron barrel, of eighteen gallons capacity, such 
as is used for containing paraffin. These barrels can be obtained from 
estaminets in most villages. 

The incinerator is best made up of bricks, but ,could be built up with 
wooden props surrounded by sods and well puddled with clay. Wooden 
props protected in this manner will not burn. 

The method of constructing the incinerator used by us was to build 
two lateral masses of bricks 3 ft. 6 in. long by 1 ft. 3 in. wide, and 
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three bricks deep, the space between the masses being about 9 in. wide 
the gap being closed in at one end. Firebars were placed on these, and 
the brickwork continued up for about five bricks. In front a space about 
1 ft. square is then allowed for, to act as a firedoor, and at the 
sides the walls are built up to about 2 ft. 6 in. from the ground when 
the barrel is placed in position, the ends resting on the lateral walls. The 
brickwork is then continued up, the vessel being completely surrounded 
by the four walls. The upper surface is best covered by large flat stones 
or sheets of iron, the only openings being one for the bunghole, and one, 

E 

a, Firedoor into which rubbish is thrown; b, flue underneath the fire bars for the 
removal of ashes; c, tap from which hot water is drawn; d, bunghole for introduction 
.of cold water; e, chimney. The draught is from b to e, causing the heat to pass 
around the under surface of vessel. The vessel (a barrel in this case) is indicated by 
a. dotted outline. 

about 9 in. square on the side opposite the fi.redoor for the chimney, 
which should be built up for about 1 ft. The whole should then be well 
puddled with clay, the bunghole and tap alone being left exposed. 
The firedoor can be kept closed by means of a sheet of tin or iron. 

The apparatus as constructed for us by Corporal Deacon, R.A.M.C.T.F., 
works extremely well, and we are able to obtain about thirty gallons 
of boiling water per day. 

The dimensions when complete are: Base, 3 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. 6 in., 
height 4 ft. 6 in. 

All material for burning is introduced through the firedoor, the 
ashes collecting in the space beneath the fire bars and being removed 
as often as necessary. 
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