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over the extremities of one of the axes b, b'. Now if the compass is 
applied to the body of the patient so that the points of the rods t, t, 
coincide with the points B, B', marked on his skin, the amount by whioh 
it is neoessary to withdraw the rod t I so that its point just touohes the 
skin, gives by direot reading of the divisions on the rod the depth of the 
bullet in the direotion in whioh the rod points; such a direction is chosen 
as will give the optimum position from which to make the exploration. 

Moreover, in order better to fix the position or the compass, the 
surgeon oan add a seoond rod t" on the arc and adjust it so that its 
point rests upon a spot marked on the skin in a convenient position, so 
that the extremities of the rods t, t, are always over the points B, B/. 
The rod t I is thus supported by a tripod and is in a fixed position. 

I may add that all the parts of the compass are nickled and are 
therefore capable of perfect sterilization. 

----<~:.-----

'iRe\'tews. 

NERVE INJURIES AND SHOCK. By Captain Wilfred Harris, R.A.M.C.(T.). 
London: Henry Frowde, and Hodder and Stoughton, 1915. Pp. 123. 
Price 3s. 6d. net. 

This little book is one of a series of short War Primers. It is divided 
into two parts, the first part being devoted to the direct effeots of injuries 
of the nervous system, the second part to nervous shock following cerebral 
injury. As the primer consists only of one hundred and twenty-three 
small pages, the study of such interesting and important subjects as 
injuries of the brain and cranial nerves, of the spinal cord, of the brachial 
plexus and of the nerves of the lower limbs, is necessarily short. The 
reading of the text would have been made more useful by the insertion 
of a few figures or diagrams in illustration of the areas of the sensory 
paralyses. 

As the author states in his preface that an outstanding feature of the 
casualties in the present War is the very large number of cases of nervous 
exhaustion, neurasthenia and functional paralyses of various kinds, the 
reader turns to the second part with interest for an account of the author's 
personal experience of these cases. It is disappointing, therefore, to find 
only some three or four pages devoted to this subject. 

THE STRETCHER-BEARER: a oompanion to the R.A.M.C. Training Book, 
illustrating the stretoher-bearer drill and the handling and oarrying 
of wounded, by Georges M. Dupuy, M.D. London: Henry Frowde, 
Oxford University Press, and Hodder and Stoughton. Pp. xi + 
138. Price 2s. net. 

This little book oonsists of a series of photographs illustrating squads 
of four and six stretoher-bearers performing the principal movements of 
stretcher drill, and also some illustrations of bandaging, hand seats, 
and a short note on gas poisoning. 
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The photographs are good and should serve the purpose for which 
they are intended, but we cannot appreciate the necessity for such a, 
book as this. 

The note on gas poisoning is not up to date, and is too sketchy to< 
be of any value. The following errors occur in the book :-

Fig. 3: The word of command should be: "At the halt-Left Form," 
and the dotted lines should be straight, not curved as illustrated. 

Fig. 58: The modern trench is so deep that the method illustrated is, 
of no practical value. 

Figs. 95 and 96: The method shown is not a good form of :first aid 
for fracture of the clavicle, as the elbow is not supported. 

Figs. 133 and 134: The four-handed seat is practically never used at 
the present time, as the patient can very easily fall off through faintness" 
and in that case the bearers can give no help, as their hands are used to 
form the seat. 

Figs. 135 and 136: These illustrations represent a very COmmon 
error in the performance ofarti:ficial respiration; the hands of the 
operator being applied so low that any pressure applied would have very 
little effect on the capacity of the thorax. 

J. P. L. 

<.turrent 1Ltterature. 

Cold-water Treatment for Cholera (Leopold Katscher, Bad 
Razaz).-Nothing is said about pathology or prophylaxis; treatment 
alone is the subject of discussion. 

The difficulty of treatment by drugs is this-the stomach rejects them 
before they have time to take effect. Physical treatment is, therefore, the 
only remedy. In 1839 Frohmann treated with water 500 cholera patients, 
Lager at Stettin, 80; in 1849, Priesznitz, near Grafenberg, about 130. 
Hardly any cases so treated proved fatal. At the same time under 
ordinary treatment two-thirds of the cholera patients died. In 1866 a 
doctor in Brest Litovsk saved most of his patients by giving them ice 
to swallow. In a Turkish cholera epidemic Hussein Bey saved hundreds, 
by pouring a bucket of cold water over them when in the stage of collapse. 

Winternitz states that hydrotherapy reduced the mortality of the 
French and German armies (presumably in 1870) from typhoid from 
27 to 36 per cent down to 9 per cent, or when exclusively employed 
down to 2 to 3 per cent. It, therefore, deserves notice now. 

The advantage of water treatment is that a doctor is not essentiaL 
Any nurse with proper instruction can employ it, all the more so as an 
important part of it consists merely of fresh air; for instance, at Varna, 
in the Crime an War, 26 per cent of cholera cases treated in tents were 
fatal, in hospitals 60 per cent. In Constantinople, one month later, 
this disease was quickly stopped by the removal of patients from 
hospitals to tents. Half the battle is to get rid of the intestinal para
lysis produced by cholera, to stimulate the nerves, increase the activity 
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