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ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS WAR MEMORIAL. 

EARLY in 19] 9 a General Committee composed of some forty represen
tatives of the Army Medical Services and of all ranks and all branches of 
the Corps, held its first meeting, with Lieutenant-General Sir Alfred Keogh 
in the chair. It was decided that subscriptions be invited from the Corps 
and from the public with the object of erecting a monument, to include 
a list of names of the fallen, in Central London; that replicas, if possible, 
be provided for Edinburgh and Dublin; that a fund be formed from which 
grants in aid should be made to necessitous families of the deceased, 
subscriptions to be earmarked for that object; that the founding of 
Scholarships or Memorial Prizes be considered. 

Field-Marshal His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, K.G., 
Colonel-in-Chief, kindly consented to act aH Honorary Chairman of the 
Committee. 

Subscriptions came in slowly, the urgent business of reconstruction 
occupied the War Office, and by the end of 1920 not much progress had 
been made with the Memorial; but about £20,000 had been collected, of 
which some £1,600 were earmarked for the Benevoleut Fund. The bulk 
of this latter sum had been contributed by Portsmouth and Netley, and 
after consultation with these two collecting committees, this money was 
handed ov:er in equal shares to the R.A.M.C. Regular and Auxiliary Fnnds 
respecti vely. 

Two retired officers were, in December, 1920, appointed Acting Honorary 
Secretaries, and requested to explore the ground and to make suggestions. 

In 1920 to 1921 the erection of a structural monument in Central 
London presented special difficulties. The fund available gave no promise 
of procuring anything of outstanding merit and importance at the prices 
ruling at that date. 

An exhibition at Burlington House of models and designs showed no 
21 
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322 Royal Army Med1'cal Oorps War Mem01-ial 

great wAalth of inspiration. The State authorities would grant no site in 
a central position with the exception of one-fourth part of a gateway in 
St. J ames' s Park to be shared with three other branches of the Service, 
a scheme which was refused by all concerned and which never materialized. 
It seemed likely that we should be driven to adopt a site either at Millbank 
or at Aldershot, both of them places little appropriate for the memorial of 
men drawn in the main from civil life and from all parts of the country. 

One of the acting Hon. Secretaries, Colonel Tyrrell, then conceived the 
idea of embodying our Memorial in the edifice of the Central National 
Monument, Westminster Abbey. At that time, thanks to neglect during 

. the wat', the Abbey authorities were gravely concerned for the stability of 
the building and were crying out for financial assistance. ' 

This suggestion met with the warm approval of the Director-General, 
Sir John Good win, and the following proposals finally took shape: (1) A 
substantial grant to the Abbey RestoratiolJ Fund; (2) the erection of a 
Commemorati ve Mural 'l'ablet in the Abbey with replicas in Edinburgh 
and Dublin; (3) the production of a Golden Book to be preserved in the 
Abbey precincts. ' 

His Royal Highness, the Colonel-in-Chief, expressed himself as most 
sympathetic to, and appreciative of, the scheme, and desired all ranks to be 
consulted upon it. 

On ,February 25, 1921, the General Committee, augmented for the 
occasion by several fresh representatives of other ranks, met to discuss the 
new proposals. 

The Chairman; Sir Alfred Keogh, introducing the subject in a highly 
appreciative speech, said: "I cannot imagine anything more beautiful than 
that our Corps should be memorialized in the great Abbey, and that there 
should be this Golden Book which will be kept for many hundreds of years, 
setting forth the services and the sacrifices of the Medical Corps." 

'l'he Vice-Chairman, Sir John Good win, outlined the scheme and 
proposed a donation of £10,000, explaining that the architectural problems 
were such that no special portion of the Abbey could be allocated to our 
Memorial. 

Sir Norman Moore, President of the Royal College of Physicians, in a 
speech warmly seconding the motion, said: "A more beautiful, a more 
appropriate, better ch()sen monument and Memorial could not be imagined 
than the one yi)1thave described.. . You will feel that your comrades, 
your relati ves, are receiving the highest honour which the Nation can gi ve ; 
an honour which they so well deserve; and, speaking as the representa
tive of the College, I am sure that we should regard with the utmost 
gratification tb'e erection of a monument so full of taste." 

Sir Norman, probably the greatest authority on the history of medicine, 
added that in this country books had proved to be the most enduring of 
monuments, thanks to their protection from the weather and their easy 
salvage from fire. 
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Royal Army Medical Oorps War Memorial 323 

Sir Anthony Bowlby, Presidellt of the Royal College of Surgeons, and 
otber representatives of the medical profession, sent their strong support 
by-proxy. 

Sir Arthur Sloggett said: "I do not think you could possibly have 
selected a more charming idea, or an idea more in keeping with the fine 
work and traditions of our Corps." 

Sir Launcelotte Gubbins said: "This is an admirable thing, weB 
conceived." And after speeches in support by Sir William Maepherson 
and junior officers, the non-commissioned officers were invited to express 
their views. -

Serjeaut Hewitt said: "Isbould feel it It great honour to be represented 
in the Abbey, a very great honour indeed to the Corps." 

Staff-Serjeant Walton said: "I think you may take it that the non
commissioned officers and men throughout the Corps will_ be highly 
honoured and will appreciate the suggestion very much indeed." 

Quartermaster Serjeant Boyes, T.A., speaking for the Territorial Army. 
said: "People from all parts of the country come up to London and all 
recognize the Abbey as the Valhalla of the Nation; therefore, I think it is 
an ideal suggestion." 

No amendments being offered, the proposals were put from the chair 
and carried unanimously; so the original scheme of 1919 was replaced by 
that of 1921. 

A small Executive Committee under the Chairmanship of the Director
General and two Honorary Secretaries were then elected and entrusted 
with the completion of the Memorial. 

For the production of the Golden Book, the Executive Committee 
selected Mr. Graily Hewitt, an artist who had already created the best 
modern examples of illuminated script. He has produced for us a book 
which is considered to be the finest piece of work of this kind in existence. 
It lies in the Cbapter House of the Abbey, and can be examined any week 
day, under the supervision of the custodian, who has permission to sell for 
Is. 6d. the printed" Roll of Honour" which contains some reproductions 
from the Golden Book. _. 

It may be of interest to anyone who,'in the future, undertakes the pro
duction of such a book, to know that, thanks to misspelling, reduplications, 
omissions, etc., in the official lists, the task is an arduous one. After much 
work in two offices and that of a professional abstractor, a correct list was 
not obtained until a club of young men, under the guidance of Mr. William 
Pretty, had given up nearly a month of evenings to this voluntary labour 
of love. 

The production of the Mural Tablet was entrusted to Mr. F. T. 
'ViI cox son , Professor of Lettering at the South Kensington-Museum School 
of Sculpture. 

The replica in St. Patrick's, at Dublin, is from his chisel, while the 
tablet in St. Giles', Edinburgh, is the work of Sir Robed Lorimer. 
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The unveiling of the Tablet in the Abbey, and the presentation of the 
donation to the Abbey Fund by H.R.II. tbe Colonel-in-Chief, on July 13, 
1922, was made the occasion of a Ceremonial Memorial Service. This was 
attended by H.R.H. Princess Christian, by representatives of the depart
ments of State, of the Navy, Army, and Air Force, and Nursing Services, 
and of all the Universities, Medical Schools ann Corporations, as well as 
by a large gathering of the Army Medical Services, and of all ranks and 
branches of the Corps, together with some hundreds of bereaved relatives
a total of about twelve hundred persons, filling the floor capacity of the 
nave. A memorable feature of this great ceremony was the sounding of 
" Last Post .. and" Reveille" by tbe Corps buglers, frolll a distant part 
of the Abbey. We are much indebted to the late Dean, Bishop Ryle, and 
to all the Clergy, Choir and Staff for the admirable conduct of this Service. 

-
ICAL CORPS 

I" M..,/lQiJ ?/ 
713 0ff icm et 0'10 W.rrdnl Officers. Non - ComrollS/oned 0 ffirm " Men 

Wno ft'll in rI .P Cr~"t \I;/dr, dlld WhOff' na m"5 Mt' I?nmllrd in ,I Gold('n Hook.., 
, ,A,)!'( cl in r/ )(' C /)<lptf'r Housl', 

"Th~y io,",cd not lh,·" .. I, .... ~.s urrtn u... dutl! " 

R.Jyal Army Medica.l Corps Wa.r Memoria.l, unveiled by Field-'Marsbo.l H.R.H. the DukP. of 
Conuaught, Colollel-io·Chief of the Corp~ , in Westminster Abbey, on July 13, 1922. 

'I'he Mural Tablet, though excellent in itself and appropriately placed 
near the tomb of the "Unknowll Warrior," forms a very modest monument 
to our seven thousand comrades, and when, at a laler dale opportunity 
arose, we added dignity and beauty by inserting a Memorial Window in 
the" light" above it. T his great window, sOllle thirty feet ill height, is 
the work of Mr. J. N. Compel', to whose hands tbe series of new windows 
lighting the North Aisle has been entrusted by the Ahbey Conservators. 

'1'0 quote the Abbey Dedication Service paper of Sunday, May 22, 
1927 :-

"At the bead of the wiLldow is a quatrefoil cOLltaining the sbield of 
St. Edward the Confessor in tbe earliest form in wbich it occurs in the 
Abbey witb its supporters of eagles' heads. Beneath it again is the Eagle 
of St. John tbe Evangeli st. 

The lights contain two large figures under canopies, botb lights being 
framed with horders of the" martlets" from tbe shield and the crowned E ; 
and having niches holding statuettes of angels and four smaller shields of 
the Confessor with the ancient shield of the Abbey and of St. Peter. 
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In the left-hand light is the figure of St. Edward the Confessor (d. 1066). 
His left hand holds the ring which he gave to St. John who appeared to 
hiriiiri the disguise of a Pilgrim, and from the wrist of the right hand 
holding the Sceptre hang tablets inscribed with the opening words of the 
King's Charter to the Abbey. 

In the right-hand light is the figure of Abbot Edwin (d. 1071). He is 
in fiisBenedictine habit and without the mitre and ring which belong to 
a later period. 

Within the Canopy above St. Edward is a picture representing him 
touching for the King's evil: and· the corresponding picture in the other 
light represents the giving of the ring to the Pilgrim. 

The detail of the King's Crown and Sceptre and the statuettes of angels 
are taken from the window of Richard H, who showed his devotion to the 
Confessor to the extent of impaling his arms with his own. 

This is the earliest of the series of windows of Kings and Abbots, and 
the period leaves less store of contemporary details from which to draw. 
Like the rest, it owes much to the suggestions of the late Minor Canon 
H. F. Westlake. 

In front of the pedestals of the two large figures are tablets, held by 
angels, containing the words :-

(1) IN MEMORY OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS OF ALL RANKS 

(2) WHO GAVE THEIR I.IVES IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1919. 
And beneath these, again supported by angels, between the Royal Arms 

and the Union Jack, are the Badge and Motto of the Corps and the names 
of the principal countries in which they served from 1914 to 1919, viz., :

France, Flanders, Dardanelles, Italy, Macedonia, Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, Palestine, Africa, Persia, India, Russia." 

The reproduction, which we have been enabled to give through the 
courtesy of Messrs. Gale and Polden, affords but a slight indication of the 
magnificent colouring of the original. The artist, the recognized master 
of modern glass, has, with his knowledge of weathering, set his tones 
light, so that the whole increases' in richness as the years pass. One 
eminent authority describes this window as "the finest thing which has 
been done since the Reformation." Future generations will know that we 
were not unmindful of the adornment of the shrine of our dead comrades. 

We owe a signal debt of gratitude to the present Dean, the Very 
Reverend' Foxley N orris, for the time and careful thought he has given 
in dealing successfully with more than one architectural obstacle to the 
full realization of our scheme. 

In the new British Memorial Church at Ypres we have erected one 
of the heraldic windows there, dedicating it to the memory of the 
"R.A.M.C. and their Comrades the Regimental Stretcher-Bearers who 
gave their lives in the Great War." 

'l'hose of us who occasionally contrive to throw a hurried glance through 
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R.A.~I.C. a.nd S.B. Memoria.l Window in the Yprcs Churoh . 
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the turmoil of traffic at the War MOlluments of Central London, will 
perhaps agree that the abandonment of the original scheme was no great 
-calamity. Our material monuments are, of their kind, of the very best; 
and if the purpose of such monuments is the reverent preservation of the 
Memory of the Dead, then no more desirable shrine can be found than 
Westminster Abbey. 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS WAR MEMORIAL. 

BALANCE SHEET. 

, EXPENDITURE. 

Westminster Abbey, Restoration 
Fund 

Memorial 
Tablet .. 

Dedication 
ElIipenses 

St. Giles' Cathedral Tablet 

" 
Dedication 

Expenses 
St. Patrick's Catbedral, Dublin, 

Tablet.. .. .. 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. Memorial Fund .. 
R.A.M.C. Fund, General Relief 

Branch .. 
Auxiliary R.A.M.C. Fund 
Westminster Abbey Memorial 

Window 

Golden Book 

fixing of 
Memorial 
Window 

Printing 2,000 copies of Roll of 
Honour .... ' 

Insurance of Golden Book 
Trust Deed 
Audit of Accounts 
To !loyal Patriotic Fund Corpor

ation 
R.A.M.C. Fund for Annual Ar

mistice Day Wreaths .. 
Clerical Assistance 
Sundries (Printing, Postage, 

Cheque Books) •. 

£, s. d. 

10,000 0 0 

375 0 0 

69 2 1 
470 0 0 

33 15 4 

255 15 5 
82 3 6 

837 3 10 
837 3 10 

1,604 0 0 

111 7 8 
2,524 3 0 

305 ]8 6 
16 15 2 
]6 3 9 
lO 0 0 

4,C43 ]6 4 

120 0 0 
3010 0 

40 3 0 
---

£22,383 2 5 

H. B. 

E. B. 

FAWCUS 1 
Lt.-Gen .. J' LT S ' W AGGEl'T [- otnt Hon. eCl'ctanes. 

Major (ReL).) 

INCOME. 
£, s. d. 

Donations.. -20,083 12 1 
Interest an Deposit (less Income 

Tax) 838 17 9 
Interest on Investments (less 

Income Tax) 777 10 0 
Interest on Treasury Bonds (less 

Income Tax) 412 14 0 
Tax recovered 270 8 7 

£22,383 2 5 

Audited and found correct. 
W. R. BLACKWELL, 

Maj.-Gen. 
Febnta1'Y 13, 1930. 

After completion of the works and the allocation of a small sum for 
the provision, in perpetuity, of wreaths for the Abbey on Armistice Day, 
a balance of some £4,000 remained. After consideration 6f the subject of 
Research Prizes, it was decided by the General Committee to expend this 
balance for the benefit of the bereaved, and in order to secure continuity 
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it has been made' over to the Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation for 
administration. To quote the deed of transfer: "'l'he Fund is primarily 
for the benefit of necessitous widows, orphans and dependants of deceased 
officers, warrant officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the R.A.M.C. 
who served in the (treat 'War and who married before August 21, 1921, and 
for such other purposes connected with the War as have beel! specially 
designated by the donors. The Fuud is to be administered by the Royal 
Patriotic Fund Corporation under the general direction of the Director
General A.M.S. for the time being and a representative of the Fund is 
co-opted a member of the Corporation and elected to the Executive 
Committee:" and it may be added that H.R.H. our Colonel-in·Chief is 
Chairman of that Committee as well as being President of the Corporation. 

Several cases have already received benefits, notably assistance in 
educational expenses, and the Secretary of the Royal Patriotic Fund, 28, 
Sackville Street, Piccadilly, will be glad to hear of necessitous cases. 

Three or four vacancies now exist at the Royal Victoria Patriotic 
School, where the Royal Patriotic Fund provides free board ~nd education 
for the orphaned daughters of soldiers. 

Note.-The cost of the Ypres Memorial Window, £61 5s., was met by 
the Royal Patriotic Fund Corporation in accordance with the terms of the 
deed of transfer. 
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