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SOUVENIR OF HENRY HILL HICKMAN. 

CENTENARY EXHIBITION, 183'0-1930, AT THE WELLCOME HISTORICAL 
MEDICAL MUSEUM. 

HENRY HILL HlCKMAN, the English pioneer in anresthesia, died on 
April 2, 1830, and the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum has published 
a souvenir which tal,es the form of a small volume in which documents 
relating to Hickman's work have been publisbed in full detail. 

Hickman was born at Lady Halton, near Bromfield, on January 27, 
1800. He was admitted a member of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
1820, and practised at Ludlow, Shifnall, and rrenbury. In 1824, he 
published his famous pamphlet entitled, H A 'Letter on Suspended 
Animation" containing experiments showing it may safely be employed 
during operations on animals with the view of ascertainillg its probable 
utility in surgical operations on the human subject." rl'he letter was 
addressed to '1'. A. Knight, of Downton Castle, Herefordshire, a member of 
the Royal Society, in the hope that the experiments might be laid before 
the Royal Society. Hickman produced asphyxia by means of carbon 
dioxide and under its influence operations' on animals were performed 
without causing pain or hremorrbage. Unfortunately he did not try nitrous 
oxide gas recommended in 1800 by Humphry Davy for destroying physical 
pain during surgical operations. There is DO evidence that Hickman's 
work was considered by the Royal Society and his repeated failures to 
obtain 'recognition at home led him to proceed to Paris where he presented 
a memorial to King Charles X. He submitted a memorial to the Academie 
Royale de Medecine which was read by the secretary and a committee was 
appointed. But no report by this committee can be found and apparently 
the matter was Dot further considered. Baron Larrey, the Emperor 
Napoleon's Surgeon-General, was the only one to realize the importance 
of Hickman's work. French surgeons generally having received his 
researches coldly, Hickman returned to England where he died at the early 
age of 30 years. 

Hiclnnan primarily sought anresthesia; he was not content with sus
pended animation as an. adjuvant to surgery, for he wished to avoid all 
asphyxial complication and so prevent hremorrbage. Loss of blood was one 
of the worst difficulties and dangers in those days. 

Tbe use of other anresthetics was subsequently made known. In 1842, 
Crawford Long used ether for the extraction of a tooth; in 1844, Wells 
employed nitrous oxide for operations; and in 1846, Morton administered, 
ether in the Massachusetts General Hospital; and in 1847, Sir Waiter 
Lawrence at St. Bartholomew's and Sir James Simpson in Edinburgh used 
chloroform for human beings. 

The credit of first suggesting anresthesia for surgical operations must, 
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however, belong to Humphry Davy and Henry Hill Hickman. Hickman 
was the first to attack the problem of an(flsthesia by the experimental 
method on animals. In 1847, Dr. Thomas Dudley, of Kingswinford, having 
obtained Hickman's pamphlet from Mrs. Hicknian, wrote a letter to the 
Lancet claiming priority for Rickman's idea of establishing anresthesia 
during surgical operations in the hope that justice might be done and credit 
awarded to 'him. In spite of Dr. Dudley's disinterested efforts nothmg 
further was done and the' claims of Hickman escaped attention until 
Mr. Henry S. Wellcome organized his Historical Medical Exhibition in 
1913. He obtained documents from the official archives in Paris and from 

. members of Hickman's family and this material has been added to the 
Wellcome Museum. 

On April 2, 1930, just a hundred years after Hickman's death, 
Mr. Weilcome gave a reception to the Section of Anresthetics of the RoyaL 
Society of Medicine, when an address on Hickman's work was given by 
Lord Dawson of Penn. 

On April 5, a brass tablet, a centenary tribute to Hickman was unveiled 
by Sir StClair 'l'homson in Bromfield Parish Church . 
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