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FRONTIER REMINISCENCES. 

By LIEUTENANT;COLONEL T. S. DUDDING, O.B.E. 

Royal Army Medical Corp8. 

THESE. notes are taken from material utilized for the preparation of 
two lectures on the" Medical Aspects of Frontier Warfare as experienced 
in the Waziristan Expedition of 1919-1920," and in their compilation free 
use has been made of the information contained in the official publications 
of the Government of India dealing with this campaign. In the light of 
modern progress, it may seem out of date and behind the times to draw 
deductions for present-day use from methods, which however sound at the 
time, may (or may not) be replaceable by better ones through the changes 
brought about by mechanization. But, on the other hand, progress in the 
East is not as rapid as in the West, and the time is not yet ripe for 
making a complete discard of old ways and means, and therefore it is hoped 
that some readers at least may find help and interest in perusing these 

. happenings of a decade ago. At this interval, incidents do not stand out 
in one's mind with the clarity one would have liked, and many details of 
value are perforce omitted. 

It will be remembered that these operations took place as a sequence 
of the Afghan War of 1919. The Mahsuds and Wazirs had taken advantage 
of the general disturbance created by the World War, and commitments 
elsewhere had prevented the Indian Government from paying as much 
attention to its Frontier troubles as would keep the predatory instincts of 
the tribesmen in check. Consequently the line of occupied posts had been 
withdrawn, or, perhaps more correctly, driven eastwards, and these successes 
{}oupled with promises from Afghanistan brought about a situation which 
was causing considerable loss in life and property in India and had become 
a serious menace, in view of the general unrest prevailing in the country at 
the time. 

Waziristan is a portion of the country which separates India proper 
from Afghanistan. In shape it is a rough parallelogram with its long 
diagonal running south-west to north-east, and with sides of 110 by 60 
miles-its approximate area being 6,000 square miles. It. is separated 
from India Gis Indus in the East by the area known as India Trans Indus 
and the formidable River Indus, which is a great barrier in the establish
ment of easy communication between the two. There are no bridges 
across this part of the river, either railway or road, and the only two places 
on it of which use can be made are at Marie Indus-Kalabagh in the 
north, and Durya Khan-Dera Ismail Khan in the south. Approach to 
.these places is by means of the broad gauge (5 feet 6 inches) rail way from 
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Rawal Pindi or Peshawar'in the North, which ru.nning southwards parallel 
to the Indus passes near Marie Indus, then through Kundian (where it· 
meets a junction line from Lahore) to Durya Khan, and onwards to 
join eventually the line to Karachi, and incidentally also that to Quett.a. 

At Marie Indus the Indus is crossed by steam rail-ferry (stern-wheeled 
paddle-boats with detachable side barges). These are adapted to bring over 
trucks of the narrow gauge (2 feet 6 inches) railway of Trans Indus to 
facilitate transit of goods from Marie Indus station without the necessity 
for off-loading at the ferry. Kalabagh is the rail and ferry'terminus on the 
west side of the river, whence the narrow single line runs to Tank and, by its 

. extension, to Kaur Bridge, with a branch proceeding to Bannu from Lakki 
Marwat Junction. The distance to the two places is about ninety and 
eighty miles respectively. In the hot weather a day journey on this line 
in its almost Lilliputian coaches is not a joy ride. 

lfrom Durya Khan to Dera Ismail Khan transit is by road, some fifteen 
miles or so, the Indus being crossed in the non-flood season by a boat bridge 
and at other times in small launches and country boats. A modified rail 
connection is established with 'l'ank by means of a DecauvilIe railway 
which runs alongside the forty miles of road connecting D.I.K. with Tank. 

'rhe headquarters of the force, which was based on Lahore, was at· 
Dera Ismail Khan, and its advanced bases were at Bannu and Tank, both 
of which are situated in Trans Indus India, just outside the eastern 
boundary of Waziristan, on main trade routes connecting India with 
Waziristan and with Afghanistan. Motor communications ran from Dera 
Ismail Khan to Khirgi, fifteen miles to the north-west of Tank through 
Kaur Bridge and Manzai, and also to Bannu and thence for a further forty 
miles westward to Dardoni. Except for one or two small offshoots there 
were then no other roads passable for motors, and it will be noted that 
Kalabagh is not connected by motor road with the interior. Westward' 
of Bannu and Tank, except as above stated, pack transport was the normal 
method of conveyance. 

The country is on the whole barren, and is a "tangle of ravines and 
difficult hills, rising towards the watershed dividing the Indus and Helmad 
basins which lie in the we'>tern Suliman range of mountains" ; this is a 
formidable barrier between it and Afghanistan, to which access is gained 
through certain passes. 

There are four main rivers with their branches, and they are rendered 
important by the fact that the usual channels of cQmmunication are up 
and down their beds, which are wide, thickly strewn with boulders and 
stones, and are dry during the non-rainy season except for very tortuous 
central channels. During the rains and the melting of the snows they 
are liable to become dangerous and impassable owing to the spates which 
occur suddenly. They vary greatly in width and are generally flanked by 
high hills which in places recede, leading to the formation of cultivated 
patches known as "kacbs," whilst in other places they cut through the 
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262 Frontier Reminiscences 

hills at right angles and form narrow gorges or "tangis" which are 
exceedingly strong points of defence when opposing an advance. 

The general altitude of the country rises from under 2,000 feet on its 
·eastern border to between 7,000 and 8,000 feet on its western one, whilst its 
mountains rise to heights of 11,000 to 12,000 feet. This considerably affects 
meteorological conditions with the result that the uplands have a pleasant 
'summer climate, whilst in the winter they are subject to. biting winds and 
·considerable frost and snow. On the eastern side of lower altitude the 
summer climate is exceedingly trying, and in addition to excessive tempera
tures, residence in this part of the frontier is rendered less desirable by the 
heavy incidence'of malaria. The heat of Tank can be intense, though 
·drier than that of Bannu, which is not so hot owing to the presence of 
irrigation streams and more vegetation. 

Owing to the lack of fertility of the hill country, there is frequent 
necessity for its inhabitants' to draw on the relative abundance of·the plains 
along the eastern boundary. So long as they have the wherewithal to 
·effect the exchange amicably all goes well and there is peace on the 
Frontier. But often it proves much more profitable for the hill men to 
·come down and replenish their stores, giving nought. in return. These 
,periodic descents may be partly on account of seasonal failure, but are also 
on account of their predatory habits and the knowledge that they are safe 
from retaliation in their own inaccessible hill country. On such grounds 
are the foundations offrontier expeditions laid . 

. It will be readily seen how warfare in such a country as this has its 
·own problems to be tackled. The determined nature of its inhabitants and 
its rugged character require a similar type of soldier to undertake warfare 
there. The Ghurlm or the Garhwali is more at home in it than is the 
sepoy from the plains. Armaments are simplified by the lack of artillery, 
on the part of the enemy and the difficulties in the way of the use 
·of wheeled transport. On the other hand, the absence of roads increases 
enormously the troubles of transportation of baggage, supplies and caEiualties, 
and these difficulties 'are further added to by the fact that the country 
possesses practically nothing which can lessen the amount of material that 
has to be carried daily to meet the needs of the forces, with the exception 
'perhaps of a little firewood when the uplands are reached and camps 
become fixed. The climatic conditions likely to be encountered require 
special consideration, as do also other characteristics which affect the 
maintenance of health of the troops and have a bearing on the liability 
to particular diseases and on the abnormal sanitary problems. 

The. nature of the fighting' is greatly affected by the characteristic 
methods of warfare adopted by this partiCUlar type of enemy. He 
is a foot soldier, but an extremely agile and active one, with powers of 
very rapid movement and of great endurance. He travels light, having no 
-equipment save his. rifle and ammunition, and perhaps a long knife. 
His bodily needs are small, and the transportation of baggage and 
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supplies is therefore reduced to a minimum. He is hardened to the 
climate and exposure to it affects him much less than it does an enemy 
unaccustomed to it, though he lool{s on it as a great hardship when he is 
disturbed at uight after the day's fighting. He has keen vision, knows how 
to use his rifle and make use of cover, he is a master of strategy and 
ambush, and seizes at once any opportunity of" getting in " due to lack of 
care or watchfulness and mistakes on the part of his foe. Singly he will 
lie out hidden for the opportunity of sniping, and in small parties he will 
make long marches and wait in ambush to catch detached bodies unawares, 
and will vanish quickly, the richer by a few rifles, ammunition or other 
portable supplies, to say nothing of a few animals on which to carry 
them, though these hinder his mobility. Amongst their numbers are 
ex-militia men, and N.C.D.s and men of the Indian Army well trained in 
the use of arms and in military tactics. The tactics adopted in many of 
the fights show that the knowledge possessed by them has been made 
use of to their advantage. 

One of the chief factors militating against their success as a fighting 
force is a lack of cohesion. When it is remembered that the popUlation 
is divided up into a number of different tribes, and these again into 
a number of subdivisions, and that there is no definite national 
unity, it will be seen how difficult it has been for them in the past 
to form a united front against a common enemy. Internal tribal feuds 
have been rife, apd the 'spiritual leaders or mullahs have much influence. 
Their headmen, known as inaliks, are selected from the rank and file and 
not by heredity. The powers of the maliks are very much limited by the 
aspirations of the younger and more turbulent sections, and threats of 
assassination frequently end in reality if a headman tries to exert his 
authority too much on his own lines. 

In this particular campaign there appears to have been a consider
ably greater amount of cohesion than heretofore with the result that 
they presented a very formidable front. On an appreciable number of 
occasions success was morally theirs, and had they been able to push home 
their advantages a different story might have had to be told. It is estimated 
that at the end of the campaign the number of fighting men amongst the 
Wazirs amounted to 23,000, and amongst the Mahsuds to 16,000; but as 
their effective strength depends on their number of modern rifles, the total 
numbers that can be so armed are in the neighbourhood of 22,000, whilst 
there are sufficient smoothbores and other obsolete weapons to arm the 
remainder. But the getting together of these into one whole force has not 
occurred. Their numbers are diminished by difficulties as regards supplies, 
by the distance from their own tribal areas which it is neceasary for some 
of them to cover, and by the fact that it has been possible to deal with them 
in portions and so come to some sort of agreement with some of the tribes 
who are more disposed to be friendly. The result of this has been that the 
largest" lashkar " of rifles which has assembled to oppose us at one time 
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264 Frontier Reminiscences 

was about 8,000, whilst an average would be about 4,000 to 5,000. So that 
when the actual number of rifles in their firing line is compared with those 
of our own striking force, the disparity is not great. 

The tetal strength of the force under our command employed in the 
occupa.tion of the numerous posts in the whole area, keeping open the lines 
of communication, road-makillg, building, transporting, etc., eventually 
reached the large total of 80,000. Of these only about 1,700 were British, 
of whom the officers numbered 1,000; so that except for command it was 
almost a purely Indian force. But when the composition of the actual 
striking force is examined, it does not seem rational that such a large total 
strength should be required to maintain such a comparatively small weapon. 
The actual fighting value of the force advancing through Ahnai Tangi on 
January 14, 1920, amounted approximately to cavalry 1 troop, artillery 2 
mountain batteries, infantry 2 brigades, pioneers 1 battalion, sappers and 
miners 1 company, together with the requisite numbers of attendant 
administrative services, which on account of the large amount of transport 
necessary raised the total to a figure of between 12,000 and 15,000 men 
under the command of the G.O.C. Striking Column. But it must be 
remembered that the system of advance adopted necessitated the main
tenance and protection in strength of long lInes of communications, and the 
continuous keeping up to strength of the actual fighting force which 
required many:changes in its units; in addition the bulk of the troops were 
engaged in the occupation and' protection of a very large area of country 
apart from the line of advance. A very large proportion of the troops were 
" New Army" troops, so to speak, that is soldiers young in age, training 
and experience, whilst of the ·battalions of older troops some of them wera 
very badly fever-ridden through service overseas or prolonged tours in 
unhealthy stations in India due to Great War conditions. 

The total force expressed in unit value had an approximate eqivalent 
of It cavalry brigades, 2 artillery brigades, 3 armoured motor batteries, 
6 infantry brigades, 5 companies sappers and miners with 20 technical 
works units (Labour Corps, &c.), 3 signal companies, 77 supply units, 
63 transport units, 53 medical units of one kind and another, plus sundry 
other small units. Attention is drawn to the large number of supply and 
transport units, as the l~tter especially, in addition to the purely military 
problems, gave rise to a very large proportion of the sanitary difficulties that 
had to be overcome-camelfl, mules and bullocks galore with no respect for 
the laws of hygiene, as neither had their drivers, who for the most part 
were just" junglis," and could not be made to fully understand or obey the 
simple rules of community health protection. The animals numbered 
24,000; the bullocks, being for wheeled transport, were confined to the base 
areas where roads existed. These areas were also served by six Ford motor 
van companies and a Decauville railway, which were used for carrying 
forward supplies beyond railhead as far as the roads permitted. Of the 
total number of animals so.me 6,000 to 9,000 were required for the striking 
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column. The cavalry were posted in base areas of occupation and took 
little part in the advance beyond the first concentration of the column. 
. These notes are not intended to be a detailed technical description of 

the operations of the Expedition. An examination of the accompanying 
map and table will be more explanatory and give more detail than a 
considerable length of written description. There were in reality two 
separate advances: (a) the Tochi, on a line extending westwards from 
Bannu along the valley of the River Tochi to Datta Khel to deal with the 
Tochi Wazirs; and Cb) the Derajat, from Tank in a north-westerly 
direction along the River Takki Zam to Makin and Kanigurram to deal 
with the Mahsuds and DarweRh Khel Wazirs. The completion of the 
circuit from Bannu to Tank through these areas was desirable, but the 
difficult country lying between Datta Khel and Makin would have made 
the upkeep of the lines of communication an exceedingly large undertaking. 
Further it was hoped that a greater concentration of the enemy would 
result if a single advance was made in preference tD two simultaneous ones 
from each end of the sector of the arc of the circle, and that a more 
decisive defeat would be inflicted upon him. 

The advance along the Tochi line took place first on November 17, the 
troops concentrating at Miranshah, forty miles west of Bannu, with which 
it is connected by a motor rQad running along the valley of the river, and 
guarded by military posts situated seven to ten miles from each other. 
This route was continually under attl,tc}r by small parties of the enemy 
intent on waylaying convoys or small d.etached parties. It was during an 
attack on one of these convoys that Captain Andrews, a temporary officer of 
the LM.S. drawn from Medical Mission work in the East, lost his life after 
having just placed in his motor ambulance the last of a number of wounded 
he had been able to re'cover by bringing it right forward into the midst of 
the fighting. He was accompanying the convoy in charge of a number of 
sick who were being transferred to Bannu. His body was taken to Bannu 
where, on our return from the Tochi advance the following day, we were 
able to attend his funeral in the cemetery there. For this act of bravery 
he was awarded a posthumous V.C. 

There were no incidents beyond some sniping in this small expedition, 
there being only one casualty on our side. This division of the enemy 
agreed to terms after some bombing of an outlying section by the Air Force, 
and the column was back again at Miranshah ten days later. It had been 
intended to march and demonstrate in the Madda Khel country, but for 
political reasons, and in order not to delay the advance into the Mahsud 
country, this idea was abandoned. The column broke up on November 26, 
and the troops. set out in nine groups on the long march of 140 miles to the 
Tank-J andola line where they concentrated at Khirgi for the Derajat advance 
on December 13. . 

This small operation was extremely useful from a training point of 
view, and brought out· numerous faulty details which it was possible 
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io remedy for the more serious work ahead. On the medical side 
there was an outbreak of influenza which gave rise to a number of 
-casualties, but as the tracks right up to the furthest point reached were 
made possible for the Ford vans, evacuation was much facilitated. Camel 
khajawahs and riding ponies for sick' were tried out, with the result that 
changes were found necessary in the animals themselves, in the type of 
khajawah, and in the fitting of the pahlans (saddles), and in the saddles 
of the ponies. Important sanitary methods were evolved and set up as 
standards for all camps as far as the ground permitted; chief amongst these 
were the drawing of chlorinated drinking water at central controlled points 
only, the collection of latrines and incinerators in groups outside the 
perimeter and all the animals into one area. Medical Headquarters 
became conspicuous by providing the only casualty, the unfortunate 
Indian clerk being shot through the head by a sniper whilst the 
staff were all sitting in the office tent at Datta Khel; but at camp 
Boya they were lucky, though they did not realize it till the following 
morning when the mess tent, which had been vacated a few minutes before 
the occurrence of a nocturnal outburst of sniping, was found pierced by 
bullet holes at table level, and the cook, who was using his water bottle as 
a pillow, found in it on rising, the entrance and exit holes of a bullet which 
had not disturbed his slumbers. In the later advance, this nightly out
burst of sniping became somewhat of a nuisance, though its results were 
fortunately infinitesimal. The" hymn of hate" was usually timed to take 
place when we were having our evening meal, and was always directed 
towards the centre of the camp where headquarters were situated. It 
became necessary to dig in at night, and when tent parapets were not 
high it became advisable to seek shelter nearer the tent floor. Incidentally, 
this gave a very shrewd idea of the origin of the term "cold feet," as a 
very considerable difference in' temperature was found to exist in the 
heated upper layers of air in the tent to that which was present in the 
,region of the damp ground, so much so that warmth became preferable to 
protection. 

Datta Khel gave us an example of a method of water collection by 
,means of a "Koraz." In its construction the excavation of a subterranean 
tunnel is commenced at a likely low point, e.g., the outcrop of a trickle of 
water, into and beneath rising ground; this tunnel, eighteen Inches to two 
ieet in diameter, may be a hundred or more yards in length, and, as the 
ground rises, gets deeper and deeper. To allow of the removal of the earth 
in the tunnelling, vertical shafts are let down to tunnel level every fifteen 
yards or more. By this means, especially if it is cut diagonally across the 
line of slope of the ground, the tunnel forms a gathering channel at a con
siderable depth from a large water-bearing area, with the result that 
-comparatively unpolluted water is obtained in quantity at ground level 
without the necessity for lifting as from a well. The principle is also 
.applied to wells, and modifications of it are found in chalk water-bearing 
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strata in England. . These "Koraz" were found more common in 
Persia than in India, though doubtless they are to be found in greater 
numbers in some parts of the latter country. As a contrast to this 
system, limited radiating tunnelling at the bottom of deep soakage pits has 
been found to increase appreciably their absorptive capacity, when large 
quantities of ablution water have had to be dealt with. 

The advance of the Derajat Column from Khirgi, commenced on 
December 17, 1919, beyond which point of concentration wheeled traffic' 
could not be taken. From thence onwards the route lay along the stony 
bed of the river except for one or two small lengths of track alongside it. 
Jandola was the first halt, an armed post situated just below the junction 
of the Takki Zam River with the Shahur River. The latter river bed is 
important as being the route to Wana, an important town formerly 
occupied as a military post which had had to be evacuated, but which it 
was intended to reoccupy at a later period in the present operations. The 
troops had barely reached camp when a determined attack was made on it 
by a comparatively small body of the enemy who rushed in to close 
quarters, using their knives and swords. This was repelled without much 
difficulty, and with only about a score of, casualties. J andola became a, 
small advanced base, and here was situated the most forward C.C.S. for 
the reception of casualties from the Striking Force. 

On the following day the main body of the column crossed the river 
and marched over the Spinkai Raghza or plain to Palosina higher up on the 
Takki Zam River. Bodies of the enemy had been reported in the neigh
bourhood of the river junction and up the Takki Zam, and therefore the 
river route was made good by the early despatch of a brigade to protect 
this flank. It was afterwards ascertained that the enemy expected that the 
force would proceed to Wan a and had collected to oppose it on the Shahur 
River. This accounted for the comparatively small opposition encountered 
in clearing the Sarkai Ridge and in occupying Palosina camp. Despite 
this some seventy-eight casualties were incurred, the majority of which were 
sent back to Jandola by hand-carriage, riding pony and camel khajawah the 
same day. This camp was situated on the plateau on the east of and over
looking the river. On the western bank the hills rose up steeply, and on 
the north it was overtowered and commanded by a high ridge; the 
occupation ~f this by the enemy would have made the camp untenable, and 
therefore operations began on the following day to seize and make good 
these heights. It took us four days to do it, after very severe fighting. 
Inexperience, a lack of stability and appreciation of the strategy and 
fighting ability of the enemy caused us to have to purchase our eventuaJ. 
victory at the cost of 633 casualties, of whom 179 were killed. 

The camping ground itself was a good one on the top of the, cliff over
hanging the river, but strategically it was a most uncomfortable one on 
account of the continual attention of the enemy from long range, a number 
of casualties occurring in' it. The field ambulances had to deal with 
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casualties again wounded after arrival in the camp, though efforts to protect 
the patients' tents had been made by piling bales of compressed bhusa at 
the sides. The Geneva Red Cross Flag was kept flying by the officer 
commanding one of the field ambulances who braved out the obvious 
attention of the enemy thereby drawn to him. This ignoring of the 
protection which should have been afforded to those under its cover was 
most probably due to a belief that it notified the position of headquarters 
and to an absence of knowledge of its significance. Sniping at the watering 
parties too was pretty continuous, animals and men having to descend for this 
purpose into the river bed, which was under enemy long range fire. The 
stretcher bearers of the medical units distinguished themselves during these 
operations by their good work and devotion to duty in collecting wounded 
under heavy fire from the steep slopes of Black Hill, from the top of which 
our troops had been driven by the enemy despite very gallant fighting on 
the part of the pioneers and sappers and miners in trying to hold the sangars 
they were building. But though the enemy for the moment held the upper 
hand, yet their losses had been so great in thiR engagement-between 500 
and 600 as was afterwards ascertained-that ~hey did not hold and press 
their advantage, and the position was recovered on the following day with 
little trouble. Considerable assistance during these and ensuing operations 
was given by the aeroplanes whose bombing and machine~gunning at low 
altitudes considerably, harassed collections of the enemy. 

In order to make good our advance, it was the policy of the General 
Officer Commanding to seize all the commanding heights above the river 
bed track and establish permanent picquets on them so as to safeguard and 
keep open the line of communication. As the enemy were no less acute in 
the knowledge of the value of these points, their possession was nearly 
801 ways fiercely contested. And it. was in the establishment of these picquets 
that most of our losses occurred .. Daylight was short, and if there were no 
prospects of completing the work of building and wiring the large stone 
sangars sufficiently to give the occupants the amount of protection necessary 
to enable stores to be got up and to allow of the force withdrawing to camp 
in daylight, the work had to be abandoned and done over again the next 
day, as the enemy proceeded to demolish what had already been done. 
With more experience the troops learned to build these sangars with more 
expedition, as the operations were carried out under the keen attention of 
enemy long-range snipers. Until the line of advance passed the sangars 
the occupants were kept continously busy in repelling attacks by the enemy 
in force. 

As a result of these early operations the G.O.C. decided that he required 
a larger proportion of troops accustomed to hill warfare in his forces and 
with a better knowledge of and more experience and skill in working 
amongst the hills themselves-in fact the sturdy nimble active Ghurka and 
trhe Garhwali and his like-and these he applied for and eventually obtained 
with gratifying results, as they gave him the necessary confidence and 
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enabled him to undertake operations which he could not have done 
otherwise. In the Ineantime the force remained at Palosina going on with 
the work of establishing its picquets in the vicinity as far forward as 
possible, and a "Jirga" was assembling at J andola for carrying out 
negotiations for settlement. Our terms were agreed to by the enemy and 
sigued, but the advance was to continue until the conditions were complied 
with in toto. These it may be added were not carried out as it was 
practically impossIble to control such a number of different factions and 
bring them to a state of a.greement whereby they had to give up large 
numbers of their rifles and treasure. To the hillman his rifle is his treasure 
and his life. 

So Christmas was spent here and on the previous day it was with great joy 
that we welcomed a visit from the D.D.M.S. of the force and some of his 
staff who with kindly forethought brought with them an excellent 
Christmas dinner for our Mess. We had been unfortunate in losing our 
supervising cook (and incidently the writer's bearer who had been through 
the South Persian campaign with him) who a day or two previously fell a 
victim to a long range sniper'~ bullet which passed through his spleen whilst 
squatting over his cooking just outside the mess tent-a man with no 
pretensions to caste who had been taken haphazard from a followers' depot 
when regular higher caste servants had refused to accompany their master 
overseas, but than whom no more faithful follower existed. . 

The evacuation by the medical units of some 400 casualties, in addition 
to sick, had been arranged for during and immediately after the first four 
days of fighting, after which a comparatively peaceful time ensued until the 
advance was continued on December 29, and on that evening Kotkai was 
reached at the cost of only nineteen casualties of whom only one was 
killed. The establishment of picquets, beforehand as far forward as 
possible on the line of advance whilst the force waited for further 
supplies to be brought forward, was the method adopted to prepare for 
each stride in the advance. It was necessary to form a "strong point" 
every eight to ten miles of the route so as to form a staging post on the line 
of communications. Until a ten days' supply of rations, ammunition and 
other military requirements was collected here in addition to the four days' 
supply carried by the force no definite advance was commenced. A portion 
of the force rem'ained behind at Palosina to cover the bringing forward of 
these supplies to Kotkai, and to establish and strengthen the permanent 
picquets consIdered necessary to protect the line from J andola to Kotkai. 

(To be continued.) 
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