
394 Ourrent Literature 

found a nice dinn~r arranged on the platform. by our servants who were 
waiting to serve us. Afterwards we sat ,in chairs till we' 'heard ,the mail 
winding its way through the jungle. Joining it, we reached Allahabad 
three hours later. Not long afterwards I was driving past Dr. Smith's 
house in the early morning, when I saw him in his compound talking to 
some natives, and I hailed him, and he hailed me in return. I did ,not 
notice anything. different about him. However, when I returned to my 
bungalow, where Murray Irwin and I lived, he inquired, HHow is old 
Smjth ? " and I replied, " Perfectly well; I saw him this morning and we 
hailed each other." "Well," .said Irwin, "that is remarkable, for I have 
been told that he is very ill and not likely to live." Very soon after this 
Deakin, the Assistant Surgeon, wrote and asked me to go and see Smith 
with him, as he was ill and felt anxious. Away I went and found the dear 
old chap in It state of renal coma. He was a great loss to us. 'rhefuneral 
.took place the following day and was a sad function. Later we erected 
a stone to his memory, and on this there was a very good portrait of him 
.and secured in such a manner that it would be preserved. I saw it, last 
in 1912, twenty-nine years later, and it made ,a weird and uncanny 
impression on me. I do not think I liked the idea. 

(To be continued.) 

• 
(turrcnt 1LttCl'atUl'c. 

WE se 0'1"1', O. D. The Disposal of Hospital Refusl;! and Waste. U.8. 
Veterans' Bu,reau,llf. Bull. 1929, v; 5, 777-81,1 fig. & 1 pI. 

Salvageable refuse from hospital comprises remnants of food from the 
kitchen and table, utilizable as food for domestic animals, a'nd certain 
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Incinerator for disposal of tin cans, &c~, at D.S. Veterans' Hospit'al, Legion, Texas. 
[Reproduced from United States Veterans' Buremt Medical B1tlletin]. 
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containers-wooden and tin boxes, oak barrels, canvas and sacks. NOll

salvageable waste comprises personal refuse froIP the wards, e.g., news
papers, also cartons, light. weight barrels, crates and,many of the tins. To 
dump· tins is unsightly; it encourages mosquito breeding and attracts 
insects; baling is expensive. At the D.S. Veterans' Hospital, Legion, 
'l'exas, a brick incinerator has been built lined with firebrick (see fig.) in 
which an intense heat (2,7000 C.) is produced by using an oil furnace flat 
flame burner, superheated steam being brought into contact with the oil 
flame. Tins, cans and non-salvageable glass bottles are stored in barrels: 
these with the other refuse are burnt once a week in the furnace: 320 lb. of 
tins can be burnt in an hour, the oil used costing 80 cents. '1'he refuse slag 
makes excellent road material. C. W. Hu'rT. 

Reprinted from "Bulletin of Hygiene," Vol. 5, No. 7. 

SURVEYOR. 1929, v. 76, 323-5, 7 figs. Hull's New Refuse Disposal 
Works. 

Hull has installed at a cost of £30,000 a Heenan and Froude refuse 
disposal plant capable of dealing with ]20 tons of domestic and trade 
refuse daily; for salvage an 8-hour shift suffices; two 8-hour shifts are 
required for incineration. Each load of refuse is weighed and classified; 
household refuse is tipped into the main reception hopper, the bottom of 
which consists of a slowly moving plate conveyor discharging on to a com
pletely enclosed elevator. This, in turn, discharges into a circular horizon
tal screen where dust (i in. mesh) and cindE:lrs (1~ in. mesh) are taken out. 
The dust is stored in a hopper for overhead discharge into road vehicles; 
the cinders are taken away by a belt conveyor to the cinder-cleaning plant 
or deflected for use, without screening, in the furnaces by a shoot on to a 
tailings conveyor. At the outlet of the screen, tillS, etc., are extracted by 
an electro-magnetic separator of the horseshoe type; they pass by a shoot 
to the room beneath to be baled by a motor-driven press. From the belt 
conveyor which receives the tailings, salvageable articles are picked by 
hand; rags, bottles, etc., are collected in baskets and stored in bins; paper 
is placed in a bin and discharged to a motor-driven paper press in the 1'00111 

beneath. '1'he remainder is widely distributed by a rotating discharge 
shoot on to the top feeding floor of the furnaces for incineration. Emer
gency tipping is provided in the event of breakdown of the salvage plant 
and also to permit of direct incineration of market and other non-salvageable 
refuse. 

The destructor consists of one unit of five cells, each with its indepen
dent ashpit with controlled air supply. The" flat" grates are continuous. 
Refuse is hand-fed through circular openings in the main arch; each cell 
has its separate firebrick-lined door in the top feeding floor. The clinker 
is removed by hand through large door openings at the front, and is con
veyed to the storage yard by steel skips suspended from an overhead 
track. The gases formed are mixed and burnt in a large combustion 

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-55-05-13 on 1 N
ovem

ber 1930. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


096 'Rev'iews 

challlber (used also for the buming of bulky articles) before· passing to the 
boilers.. The ,tailings provide fuel for two Babcock and Wilcox boilers; 
when the taiUlIgs are exhausted steam is sqpplied by twoauxili\1ry 
iI turbine" boilers heated by the cleaned· cinders. Electricity is generated 
for power usedoQ the plant alld for lighting .the depot. Superheated steam 
is supplied ,to an adjacent works. The feed water for the boilers is softened 
by the lime-soda process. 

A patent device (Heenan) is used for separatillg the cinders: '1'0 vary 
.the size of the product one of the rolls of the two-roll type clinker crusher 
is made adjustable; the provision of coil springs allows.foreign materials 
to pass through without injury to the rolls .. Clinker mortar.ismade by a 
mortar mill. 

C. W. Hu'1''l'. 

Rep1'inted from" Bulletin of Hygiene," Vol. 5, No. 7 . 

• 

lRe"tews. 

THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREA'l'MEN'l" oFHEAR'l', DISEASE. By E.M. 
Brockbank. London: H. K. Lewis and Co., Ltd., 1930. Pp. xvi + 
240. ::15 illustrations. Price 7s. 6d. 

Th,e latest edition of this now well-known book has been bl'Ought up to 
date, and additional chapters !lealing with aneurysm and angina pectoris 
have been added. The author deals fully with the important subject of 
systematic examination of the whole cardio-vascular system. 

The chapters on the causation and interpretation of abnormal cardiac 
sounds are well and clearly written, and there is a good summary' of the 
clinic!tl signs of heart disease met with in everyday practIce .. 

One wishes the author had given more space to the section on disorderly 
action of the heart and the clinical significance of its different forms. 

The volume can be recommended not only to students but as a handy 
reference book. to practi tioners of all ages. . .).~: 

DIATHERMY, MEDICAL AND SURGICAL,IN OTo-LARYNGOLOGY. ,By Dan 

McKenzie, M.D., F.R.C.S.E. London: Kegau Paul, Trench, Triibner 
and Co., Ltd. Pp. xiv + 184. Price 10s. 6d. 

This is a concise and entertaining exposition of modern knowledge and 
practice of diathermy in ear, nose, and throat work. 

'l'he arguments for and against diathermy are refreshingly honest and 
free from the bias which so frequently acconipanies over-enthusiasm. 

The author's experiences with medical diathermy are very instructive, 
and his claims of its benefit in such varied complaints as tinnitus aurium, 
ozoona,and otosclerosis appear reasonable, as he does not recite spectacular 
cures in every case. His results, u,sing medical diathermy for obstructive 
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