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is rarely met with. A fourth species known as Newcastle caused a small 
outbreak in Wigan. 

The decline in the incidence of encephalitis lethargica continues, but at 
a diminished rate. There were 411, notifications in 1934,but the deaths 
registered were 788, the excess representing the end results of former cases. 
An attempt has been made to determine when the sequelre to the acute attack 
made their appearance, An analysis of 191 cases in the special unit of the 
Northern Hospital of the London County Council showed that, apart from 
the two extreme age groups, up to 5 and over 50, in about 55 per cent of 
cases the sequelre followed immediately on the attack. In ,the remaining 

. cases the interval varied from under one year to thirteen years. 

During 1934 there were 1,094 cases of cerebrospinal fever, with 729 
deaths. The notifications were only half of those in 1931, but more than' 
three times as many as in 1923, when there were only 301 notifications, the 
lowest figure recorded in recent years. 

·Meningococci from 124 cases of cerebrospinal fever have been typed in 
the Pathological Laboratory of the Ministry and classified as Group I or 
Group 1I, as recommended by the Second International Conference in 
Paris in 1922. Of the 124 strains, 46 per cent belonged to Group I and 
54 per cent to Group n. The preponderance of Group I has disappeared. 
The previous epidemic areas in York and Durham, in which Group I 
represented 90 per cent of the species examined, now only furnished 21 
strains equally divided between Group I and 1I. 

lt is suggested a therapeutic serum might usefully be prepared for cases 
of Group JI infection, and be used in their treatnient instead of the mixed 
Group I and n polyvalent serum hitherto employed. It is. thought that 
such a Group II serum would be specially useful for the me~ingococcal 
infections of children, which are commonly" post-basic" in localization, 
have a very high mortality, and are usually due to Group II strains. 

THE CORPS AS A CAREER. 
WE publish in this number a letter from the Director-General express

ing his appreciation of the practical interest which the British Medical 
Association has lately shown in the welfare of the Corps. 

Though in the past the A.ssociation found itself unable to recommend 
young medical practitioners to join the Service, the Medical Secretary has 
now written to the Deans of the Medical Schools informing them that the 
former objections to recruitment have happily been removed. The 
Association now considers that the Royal Army Medical Corps offers 
officers opportunities for a first-class career and has no hesitation in advising 
men of the right type to join this Service. 

It is hoped that officers of the Corps win show their appreciation of the 
support which the British Medical Association is giving the Army, by 
joinIng the Association as the Director-General suggests. 
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