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the average minimal bactericidal dose according to the degree of concentra
tion of bacteria and the duration of contact, at thermostat or room 
temperature. Comparing with heat-killed vaccines he found 0'1-0'3 per 
cent formalin and 10 per cent urotropin to have the same immunizing 
properties; whereas the, toxicity of the heated was three times as great, and 
there isno,t, ,tpe destruction of the organisms by lysis as is produced by, 
heating" Of: the two-the formalinized and urotropinized-the, latt,er is 
preferable beGause the former has to be deformolized, and the latter is, there
fore, mO,re simple to prepare. ,The strength of urotropin recommended is 
10 per cent for Bact, typhosum and 20 percent for Bact. paratyphosum B; 

H. H. S. 

, Reprinted from" Bulletin of Hygiene," Vol. 11, No. 7 . 
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lRe\?iews. 
"\ 

J OHANNES DE MIRFELD. By Sir Percival Hartlef andH. R. Aldridge. 
Jjondon: Cambridge University Press. Pp. xiii + 183. Price 15s. net. 

Amongst much other interesting and learned' matter,this volume 
reproduces selected excerpts from J ohannes de MirCeld's ,,'Breviariurn 
Bartholomei " and" Florarium Bartholomei," the earliest known writings 
of a medical nature associated with any English Hospital. The" Brevi
arium" is purely a medical text, while the "Florarium" is largely 
theological but with some medical interpolations. In the record' of his 
advancement to the order of subdeacon in 1395, John Mirfeld appears 
under the title of "The Master and Confraternity of the Hospital of St; 
Bartholomew," and his great compilation the "Breviarium" appears 
to have been written some time before this date. The excerpts finally 
selected from the" Breviarium" for publication here, include the chapter 
on 'The Signs of Death, and that on Consumption. The original 
Latin text, with its contractions expanded, is reproduced and is accom
panied by an English translation of high literary merit. Mirfeld's medical 
writings are of the usual scholastic type of his age, following slavishly the 
precepts of the Fathers,and showing no evidence of personal observation. 
Indeed he disclaims all aim at originality and declares in the Epilogue, 
" r myself have added nothing of my own to the matter in hand, for the 
reason that I have not discovered anything of my very own to add." He 
goes an to explain that his compilation was undertaken to benefit the poor 
and unlearned who do not possess a plentitude of books. ' 

The volume is fully documented and contains fine facsimiles of parts, 
of the original MS., and in brief exemplifies specialized scholarshiv at 
its best. W.P; M. 
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II ROLLING HOME~" By" The Idler~" London: John Bale, Sons and 
Danielsson, Ltd. 1936. Pp. 495. Price 8s. 6d. 

When a ship sails homeward from a far away port, says the author, the 
band plays" Rolling Home to Merry Englaud," and he would' compare 
the adventure of life to a little craft rolling from a forgotten harbour. over 
rough and unchartered seas to a haven which is said to be full of peace. 
The author is a Surgeon Commander and in his book of 500 pages be gives 
us the story of his life's adventures and it is a story well worth reading-
in all humility he tells us that he has gathered together his recollections 

, just for the benefit or otherwise of his son, but there will be many in his 
own Service and many outside it who will find it most interesting and 
entertaining reading. 'l'he author has seen' much of' the queer places of 
the world and knows how to tell their story. If this book gets into the 
hands of those of the newly qualified who would prefer a life of interest 
and adventure to the more profitable routine of private practice, it should 
bring many a recruit to the Naval Medical Service. A. C. H. G. 

THE TREATMEN'f OF ASTHMA. By F. T. Harrington, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
London: H. K. Lewis and Co., Ltd. 1936. Pp. x + 112. Price 6s. net. 

This small book of oue hundred odd pages sets forth very clearly the 
author's views on the treatment of asthma. He stresses the great im
portance of derang'ements of the alimentary tract in the production of 
broncho·spasm and shows how great benefit may result from rectifying 
these digestive defects. Expiratory respiratory exercises to enable the 
lower part of the chest to regain this important function are described. 

It seems to the reviewer, however, that insufficient emphasis has been 
laid on the importance of the inhalation factor as a cause of asthma in 
certain· cases. 

This little volume should be read by anyone ~nterested in the subject 
of asthma. J. H-S. 

RESEARCHES PUBLISHED FROM THE WARDS AND LABORATORIES OF THE 
LONDON HOSPITAL DURING 1935. By various authors. London: 
H. K. Lewis and Co., Ltd. 1936. Price 7s. 6d. net. 

This volume contains selections of publications from the London 
Hospital. Aitken and Wilson describe their failure to confirm Bohns' 
claim that a pressor substance can be demonstrated in the ultra filtrate 
from the plas'ma of patients suffering from V olhard's pale hypertension. 
Bedson describes his diagnostic complement-fixation test for psittacosis. 
Bland and Canti have shown that this virus of psittacosis can be grown on 
chick embryo tissue and that a developmental cycle takes place in the virus. 

Hugh Cairns has contributed an instructive article on prognosis of 
pitnitary tumours and Crook describes the hyaline changes found in the 
cells of the pituitary gland in the syndrome attributed to basophil adenoma. 
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Professor Ellis's article on pyelitis, its significance and treatment, is 
included; here he describes the remarkably beneficial results obtained from 
ureteric catheterization in resistant cases of pregnancy pyelitis. 

Valuable papers by Donald Hunter and others on diseases showing 
marked changes in the bony skeleton are included. 

This volume brings together the results of much important and valuable 
research. J. H-S . 

• 
lRottces. 

CONFERENCE ON THE MIDWIVES ACT. 

A CONFERENCE to consider the new Midwives Act and its operation 
will be held by the Royal Sanitary Institute in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Thursday, October 22, 1936, at 2.30 p.m. 

The Right Hon. Sir Kingsley Wood, M.P., Minister of Health, has 
kindly consented to preside and to address the Conference, and the 
discussion will be opened by Dr. John J. Buchan, Medical Officer of Health 
for Bradford. 

THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE. 

THE autumn session of training courses for candidates desiring to enter 
for the examinations held by the Institute for sanitary inspectors and smoke 
inspectors, for Associateship (in general hygiene and sanitation), and in 
sanitary science, will commence on Monday, September 21, 1936. 

Particulars of the lecture courses and syllabti~es of the examinations are 
obtainable from the Secretary of the Institu'te, 90, Buckingham Palace 
Road, London, S.W.I. 

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND. 
CENTENARY YEAR, 1936. 

SINCE its Foundation in 1836 the Fund has distributed nearly £400,000 
to medical practitioners in financial difficulties due to sickness or infirmity; 
to their' widows and families left without adequate provision; to their 
fatherless children towards education. 

The aims of this Centenary Appeal are :-
(1) For new Subscribers to raise the annual income by subscriptions and 

donations to £20,000 .. An increase of £6,000 over the present income of 
£14,103 would enable allowances to medical practitioners to be increased 
from £40 t'o £52 p.a., arid to dependants from £26 to £36 p.a. 

(2) For special Donations to create a Fund from which grants can be 
voted at the discretion of the Committee to-Ca) Very urgent and distressing 
cases. (b) Towards training the widows and orphan sons, ,and daughters of 
medica.l practitioners to ena.ble them to be self-supportins-. . 
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