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FORMULA-
B.S.T. (SOBITA). 

~ Bismuth sodii tart. .. 10 drachms 
Glucose powder .. 7i drachms 
Acid ca.rbolic pur. .. 45 minims 
Sterile distilled water 14 ounces 

2! grains is eq ua.! to 2 cubic centimetres. 
The container is always sterilized and the contents filtered. 

I am indebted to Dr. W. H. Watson, M.C., whose long experience in 
the tropics enables him to speak with authority, for the paragraphs 
embodied. 

This is not written as a treatise on yaws, but is a generalization of my 
observations, and it occurred to me that it might be of interest to officers 
of the Corps serving in parts of the world where the conditions mentioned 
occur. 

My experience covers a matter of only ten months with about 1,200 
cases. 

'I'WO USEFUL OINTMENTS. 

By MAJOR F. H. GILLEHPIE, 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

PROMPTED by an article written by Major Atkins some months ago, 
suggesting that officers might pass on useful information and prescriptions 
through the columns of this Journal, I am entering the journalistic field 
with a couple of useful prescriptions. 

I cannot claim originality for either of them, but they have proved so 
useful to me and a few friends to whom I have passed them on, that I think 
others might be glad to give them a trial. 

The first was given to me by Lieut.-Colonel A. M. Rose, D.S.O., 
R.A.M.C., in Northern' Ireland, who put himself in rather a unique 
position by completely curing a patient who had been invalided for an 
intractable eczema and was being kept in hospital as a free patient until 

"-he should be fit to go home. t 
The ointment is Lassar's Paste with the addition of three per cent of 

crude coal tal', which can be procured from the local gas works. 
. I have used this ointment for a good many skin conditions, and, while 
I do !lot claim that it is a "cure all," I consider that it is better than any 
single ointment in general use. I have found it most useful in cases of tinea 
cruris, its only disadvantage being that it soils the underclothes. 

A case I had recently was that of a Naval officer friend whom I noticed 
with a patch of tinea when changing for tennis; he told me that he had had 
it for eight years and had tried numerous remedies without success. I gave 
him a box of the ointment and the tinea has now completelv disappeared. 

The ointment bas also proved most useful in cases of impetigo, the routine 
in these cases being to remove all scabs and clean the patch thoroughly with 
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a lotion of 1 grain of hydrarg. perchlor. ill one ounce of spirit VIllI recto 
A coat of the ointment is applied on a piece of gauze and the whole covered 
with an occlusive dressing of adhesive plaster. The dressing should be 
changed twice daily. . . 

The second prescription was given me by a Captain of the Indian Medical 
Department, who was Assistant tlurgeon in Kohat in ] 919, whose name 
I have, unfortunately, forgotten. 

'l'he ointment consists of :-
Zinc oxide 
Starch .. 
Pure carbolic acid 
Liq. extract of ergot 
Vaseline .. 

1 drachm 
1 drachm 

10 minims 
1 drachm 
1 ounce ) 

This ointment will often abort a boil if applied early under an occlusive 
plaster dressing, but its chief use is for the painful furuncles which are met 
with inside the nose, and in the ex.ternal auditory meatus. It should be 
applied fairly thickly. 

For boils which are too far advanced for abortive treatment I have had 
good results with the ether dressing described by Dr. J. J. O'Keefe in the 
BTitish Medical Journal of July ~O, 1936, the great advantage of this 
treatment being the simplicity of application . 

• 
JEcboes of tbe ~aat. 

WAH EXPEHIENCES OF A TERRITORIAL MEDICAL 
OFFICER. 

By jV!AJOR·GENERAL SIR RICHARD LUCE, KC:l\f.G., C.B., M.B., F.R.C.S . 

. (Uontimted from p. 409, vol. lxvii.) 

CHAPTElt XVII.-'l'HE CAPTUHg OF BEERSHEBA. 

THE time fixed for the commencement of tbe operation, wbicb was kept 
carefully secret till tbe last moment, was at dawn on October 31. 

'fbe plan of action to be carried out by the 20th Corps consisted of two 
parts, as follows :Firs~, the capture of Beersbeba. Secondly. an attaqk on 
the strong Turkish positions at Kauwukah and Sheria. When these latter 
were taken the Turkish line of defence would be turned and the l'urkish 
line of communication with Gaza threatened. 

The assault was to be made by two divisions, the. 60th on the right and 
the 74th on the left.() The 53rd Divisivn was to cover their left Bank by 
holding the high ground facing the Turkish positions to the West of 
Beersheba. The 10th Division was in corps reserve behind the left flank 
of the 53rd Division. 

The Anzac and Australian Divisions of the Desert Mounted Corps were 
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