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ROLE AND TRAINING OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL 
CORPS MILITIA. 

By CAPTAIN S. T. BEGGS. 
Royal Army Medical Corps (M.). 

PRESUMING that the Royal Army Medical Corps Militia are for 
the purpose of taking the place at home of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps in time of emergency, it follows that their training should in 
all respects be carried out on the lines of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. The question which therefore arises-can this be accom
plished in twenty-seven days' training annually'?-presents insur
mountable difficulties, especially when the class of recruit which 
forms the material is taken into account, alld the wastage which 
is continuously going on from men enlisting into the regular forces, 
&c. It is evident that a nurse, a non-commissioned officer, a 
clerk, a cook and a compounder, cannot be made in twenty-seven 
days, and to even attempt to partially train a man in any of 
these specialities in the time allotted is a waste of public money. 
The training should be considered the time for recapitulation of 
duties already performed, and for refreshing the memory in facts 
already taught. And even here it will be found that a satisfactory 
result will only be gained in dealing with men who have already 
had a thorough training. A man who shows an aptitude for 
nursing should be attached to a milita:ry hospital for a special 
course of instruction in nursing duties, and at the conclusion of the 
course, be examined as to his capabilities and fitness in the same 
manner as for a cook, &c., during non-training periods. A man 
who becomes a non-commissioned officer has no experience in the 
hospital duties of his rank, after passing for promotion at Aldershot, 
and these cannot be taught during twenty-seven days' training. A 
special course of instruction in these duties is therefore necessary, 
in order that these non-commissioned officers may be able to 
replace a wardmaster, a stew[1rd, a clerk, &c., in'a military hospital, 
in time of emergency. After having passed such a course satis
factorily, the annual training can be judiciously made a time of 
refreshment in such special duties. With regard to compoullders 
of medicine, llothing is to be gained by putting a man who enlists into, 
the militia through a prolonged and expensive course in compound
ing; but here no difficulty should exist ill obtaining a sufficient 
number of chemists' assistants who would be willing to enrol, and. 
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to hold themselves available for duty in military hospitals in the 
district in the time of emergency. Such civilian compounders 
should form part of the establishment of the district company,. 
Royal Army Medical Corps Militia. The same would apply to 
hospital sisters and nurses, who would similarly form part of the 
establishment. A company quartermaster is required to act during 
emergency, who could most probably be found in a retired quarter
master, Royal Army Medical Corps. The Royal Army Medical 
Corps Militia officers require the same training in every department 
of a military hospital as is given to a Royal Army Medical Corps 
officer. To this end it is considered that he should have the train
ing of his own non-commissioned officers and men in hospital 
duties, which does not obtain at present. Civil surgeons who 
have been trained in military hospital routine should also be borne 
on the establishment of the district company, Royal Army Medical 
Corps Militia. In order that a unit of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps Militia can effectively replace the Royal Army Medical Corps 
in a district, it must be a self-contained unit. As regards the 
establishment, as each unit of the Royal Army Medical Corps is 
allotted to a particular district, its establishment should be based on 
the requirements of the district, and not on a fixed numerical basis 
apart, as is at present laid down. Its personnel in orderlies of the 
nursing, general duty, clerical and cooking sections, in non-com
missioned officers, in compounders, in nursing sisters and in 
medical officers, should be calculated on the number and size of the 
hospitals to be manned. A record office for each district company 
is required, and the officer in charge of records should be the 
officer commanding the company . 
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