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VISIT TO THE DEPOT OF OUR COLONEL~ IN - CHIEF, 
HER :vrAJESTY THE QUEEN.,;' 

OK Friday, December 10, 1943, the Depot was honoured by a viiit fromohr Colonel-in-Chief, 
Her Majesty The Queen. The primary object of the visit was to see the rep.Uriated personnei 
who are at present in the depot undergoing a rehabilitation course. The time and date 
of the visit were, of necessity, kept a secret and only a very few members of the staff were 
aware of what was afoot. 

At half-past twelve Her Majesty arrived, accompanied by the Lady in 'vVaiting, The 
Lady Katharine Seymour, and her Private Secretary, Major Penn, Grenadier Guards. 
The buglers sounded the Royal Salute and Her Majesty's personal standard was broken 
at the masthead outside the orderly room. One;s first impression was how well the Queen 
looked and we all felt very proud that she was wearing the Corps badge in her hat. This 
badge was presented to the Queen by the Corps on her consenting to assume the appointment 
of Colonel-in-Chief. 

Major-General H. P. W. Barrow, C.B., C.Al.C., DSG., G.B.E., our representative 
Colonel Commandant, welcomed The Queen to our depot. He then introduced the following 
officers who were in attendance on that day :- . . 

Lieutenant-General Sir Alexander Hood, K.C.R., C.B.E,,, M.D., K.H.P.; 
Director-General, Army Medical Services. 

IVfajor-General R Evans, C.B., M.C. 
?rlajor-General O. W. McSheehy, C.B., D.S.G., G.B.E., M.B., K.H.S. 
Colonel C. D. K. Seaver. 
Colonel D. C. Scott, G.B.E., Commandant of the Depot. 

Colonel D. C. Scott now took over from Major-General H. P. W. Barrow and introduced 
the following members of the depot staff :-

Captain D. R Hood, Adjutant. 
Captain]. W. Creamer, Commanding the Company of RA.M.C. protected personnel. 
Captain T. J Daly, Commanding the Company of Non-RA.M.C. protected personriel. 
Serjeant-Major W. Crew, Depot Regimental Serjeant-Major. 

Colonel Scott. as Commandant, conducted The Queen to the Training Establishment, 
where various stages of recruit training were demonstrated. Lieutenant-Colonel G. P. 
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2 Visit 10 Ihe Depot oj our Colonei-in-Chiej, Her Majesty The Quem 

H er AJajcsty The Queen in conversation with one 
of the repatriated pfI)lecled personnel. 

• 

Her 1\lajesty Tbe Queen talking to onc of the 
cnli!>tcd boys, R..\ .M.C . 

Her Majesty The Queen with the Director·General Anny :Mcdical Seryices, the Commandant of the 
Depot and a group of officers. 
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Visit to the Depot of our Colonel-in-Chiej, Her M ajest.y The Queen 3 

Crowden, T.D., the Chief Instructor, was presented. From the Training Establishment 
the party proceeded to the Model Hut and thence to the Model \Vard where a recruit squad 
was under instruction. Her Majesty spoke to several of the men and showed a keen interest 
in all aspects of the training. Before leaving for lunch a visit was paid to the barrack rooms 
occupied by the enlisted boys. Her Majesty was delighted at meeting, them and spoke to 
every boy. That night the boys were' very industrious, writing home telling of their great 
experience. : 

Lunch was served at Redfields. Before lunch the following, were presented to Her 
Majesty :-Lady Hood, Mrs. Scott, Colonel G. A. D. Harvey, Majors J. A. Chapel and W. E. 
Tucker, Captains A. D. Aveling and P. A. Forsyth, repatriated officers from Gennany, 
Lieutenant-Colonel \V. B. F. Brennan, Captains E. T. Gilbert, D.S.a., O.B.E., and W. L. 
Petter, repatriated officers from Italy. Also presented were Lieutenant-Colonel R. M. 
Davies and Major S. Gallie, M.B.E. Mr. Mlldge, the Mess Steward, and his staff did nobly 
and the luncheon was a great success. 

The programme after lunch was planned to allow Her Majesty an opportunity to talk 
to the repatriated personnel. The party moved off from Redfields about 2.30 and drove 
straight on to the Depot Square, where the Pipe Band played a Royal Salute. A word 
about the Pipe Band may not be amiss. It is a bequest to us from our Depot at Leeds, 
a voluntary band and entirely unofficial. All the members have their. ordinary duties to 
perform ·within the Depot. As our official band is at present overseas the Pipe Band has been 
a great boon to the Depot. Her Majesty was delighted to hear the pipes and during the 
afternoon expressed a desire to speak to the men. The first piper to whou'J Her Majesty 
spoke was a man from the Hebrides with an accent in keeping. Her Majesty was intrigued 
and learned that he had played the pipes all his life. 

Her Majesty then entered the first gymnasium and here saw the repatriated personnel 
at recreational training. She slowly passed down the gymnasium, Having a 'word here and 
there with the men. Two other gymnasia were visited in like manner. It was after leaving 
the gymnasium that Her Majesty inspected the Pipe Band. 

The party now proceeded to one of the N.A.A.F.I's where a further number of repatriated 
personnel was collected. Once again Her Majesty spent a considerable time talking to the 
men and enquiring where their homes were. Just before leaving the building three cheers 
were called for Her Majesty by one of the N.C.O.'s and right heartily were they responded to. 

It was now time to say goodbye, but Her Majesty had not yet finished. On the way to 
her car she spoke to some of the troops lining the pathway. Goodbyes were said and Her 
Majesty entered her car. Down a troop-lined road and headed by the Pipe Band playing 
" Heilan' Laddie " the car moved off. Outside the orderly room the Pipe Band broke off 
and an escort of motor cyclists took charge of the Royal Car. 

The visit was over. Her Majesty's Personal Standard was struck. It had been a red 
letter day in the history of the Corps. One and all felt that Her Majesty had been, most 
gracious in visiting ns and that our Colonel-in-Chief was highly interested in all that she saw. 
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