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He asked that the International Committee of Military Medicine may 
continue as in the past to support this research and secure the co-operation 
of Medical Services from all Armies. 

VIII. Towards a World Medical Statute 
During its 13th session the Bureau took up again the study of a proposal 

which had been drawn up in February 1950 by a Commission of lawyers and 
doctors. 

In addition a number of "Resolutions" were passed and a comprehensive 
series of congratulations and thanks issued. 

CORRECTION 
CORRESPONDENCE, APRIL 1950 

Page 214, line 13-for F.D.S.s read F.D.L.s (Forward Defended Localities). 

Reviews 

THE SULPHONAMIDES, By F. Hawking, M.D., and J.Stewart Lawrence, M.D., 
M.R.C.P. London: H. K. Lewis and Co. 1950. Pp. 389. Price 42s. 

While no outstanding changes have taken place in the use of sulphonamides 
in chemotherapy since 1945 when the Medical Research Council issued the 
White Memorandum (revised), the Medical Use of the Sulphonamides, much 
that. was applied tentatively five years ago is now founded solidly on successful 
practice. For this reason th:e detailed review (presented in this work) of all 
the medical aspects of these drugs will be welcomed. It covers a wider range 
of preparations than its predecessor as since 1945 opportunities have presented 
for a detailed study of continental literature, with advantage of completeness. 
This is mainly apparent in the chapter on chemistry. The authors point out 
that the actual preparations in use .are comparatively few, and the remainder of 
the work has mainly reference to these. Emphasis is laid on the pharmacological 
aspect of the subject, an appreciation of which is. essential for rational use. 
Information on the application of these preparations to the treatment of the 
various infections in which they have been used is encyclopredic and always 
well and briefly summarized. Toxic manifestations receive the detailed treat
ment they merit. Where treatment with antibiotics has supplanted the use 
of sulphonamides this is clearly shown, and where a system of treatment with 
the two combined is the best practice the role of each is carefully assessed. 
The work will be highly appreciated by all whose practice of chemotherapy 
is based on the principle underlying its use. J. D. 

OPERATIVE SURGERY. By various authors. Edited by Alexander Miles and 
Sir James Learmouth. Third Edition. Oxford Medical Publications. 
Pp. 559 with 235 illustrations. 

Much new matter has been introduced since the last edition of 1936. This 
is a handy volume describing the operative methods in use at the Edinburgh 
School of Surgery. 
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It is easily read-and the illustrations are clear and helpful. 
Figures 109, 110, III appear to b.e in reverse order. " 
Neurosurgery is not included; and although the general surgeon might well 

. need to know the technique of ovariotomy and salpingectomy, these operations 
are not described. 

There are, however, five pages given to total laryngectomy. A. G. H. 

PYE'S SURGICAL HANDICRAFT. Sixteenth Edition. Edited by Hamilton Bailey. 
John Wright and Sons Ltd. Pp. 724 with 830 illustrations. Price 25s. 

This edition well maintains the standard of its predecessors-it is full of 
useful iriformation on all aspects of minor surgery. A very useful companion 
for the surgical undergraduate and young postgraduate, and most useful for 
instruction of, or reference by, surgical and operating room nursing staff. 

A.G.H. 

THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES. By G. D. Kersley, M.A., M.D.Cantab., F.R.C.P., 
T.D., with a Foreword by Sir Frands R. Fraser, M.A., M.D.Ed., F.R.C.P. 
Third Edition. London: Wm. Heinemann Medical Books Ltd. 1950. 
Pp. 143. Price 15s. 

This work gives the knowledge required for an understanding of the 
rheumatic'diseases and an appreciation of their management in simple language 
and with strict economy of text. It is essentially a guide for those engaged in 
clinical work, with the addition of short chapters on the interrelationships 
found in this group of diseases and on the possible significance of adrenal and 
pituitary" hormones, and the polysaccharides and hyalaronidases, in their 
pathology. The author achieves his purpose of being precise admirably. While 
all the clinical chapters evoke praise in this respect, a chapter on special treat
ments calls for particular mention. In this are described methods, the 
indication for their use and what they are intended to effect.' There are 26 
plates of excellent illustrations drawn from microphotographs, X-rays and 
apparatus and treatment in action. The book will give much pleasure to its 
readers. J. R 

SYPHILIS. ITs COURSE AND MANAGEMENT. By Evan W. Thomas, M;D. New 
York; The Macmillan Company. 1949. Pp. 317. 

This monograph is not inteIIded as a monumental work, but it is an out~ 
standing presentation of its subject complete within the limits its author sets 
himself. All clinical aspects of the subject, excluding any systematic attempt 
to discuss differential diagnosis, are reviewed, some at considerable length, such 
as the" course of the untreated .disease. There is also comprehensive treatment 
of the subject of serological tests and their interpretation. Clinical manifes
tations are set forth clearly and problems bearing on diagnosis are discussed 
with balanced reasoning and restraint productive of many wise rules for those 
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. who may use the book. The main theme is perhaps the role of penicillin in 
treatment of all stages and forms of the disease, and many factual data bearing 
on the r.~sults of different schedules of dosage are given. The author, however, 
is more interested in the principles underlying penicillin therapy. In summing 
up his consideration of the activity of penicillin in treatment of the disease 
he states: "We do not know whether or not the syphilitic virus is completely 
destroyed during penicillin therapy, but experience suggests that this is true 
in most cases, . and that, in the absence of clinical or serologic relapse, the 
infection is extinct in spite of prolonged persistence of positive serological tests 
in ~any patients." 

The book provides strong evidence in favour of a policy of treatment relying 
on penicillin without the adjuvant use of the older conventional methods with 
arsenic and bismuth. Although Herzheimer reactions have not proved 
alarming in the author's experience, and although he considers true therapeutic 
paradox to be a rare complication of treatment, a conservative attitude is 
adopted to the 'use of bismuth in such cases as in the initiation of treatment 
of syphilitic heart disease. J. B. 

Notices 

CORPS WEEK 1951 

Corps Week will be held from June 3 to 9, 1951. The details will be as 
follows: 

Date 
June 3 
June 4 
June 5 

June 7 

June 8 

June 9 

Event 
Church Parade. Companies' At Home to parents and friends. 
Heats, Swimming Gala-Aldershot Military Swimming Baths. 
Swimming Gala-Aldershot Military Swimming Baths-1900 to 2100 hours. 
McGrigor Mess Supper Party. 
No: I Company All Ranks Dance. 
Cricket Match---Officers RA.M.C. v. RA.O.C. at Officers' Club Ground, 

Aldershot-all day. 
R.A.M.C. Ball at Officers' CIU!b-2100 hours. 
Heats of the Corps Sports. 
King's Birthday Parade-a.m .. 
Corps Sports-1400 hQlUrs: 
Other Ranks Dance-RA.M.C.. Depot. 
Corps Officers' At Home-H.Q. Mess, Millbank-1600 to 1800 hours. 
Corps Officers' Dinner-Trocadero Resi:aurant, ullldon--,--7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. 
R.A.M.C. Golfing Society Summer Meeting-Fleet. 

June 23 will, of course, be celebrated as Corps Day. 

THE ARMY CRUSADERS (ARMY OFFICERS) ASSOCIATION 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

A MEETING was held at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, on May 4, 
1950, with the object of reviving the above Club. 
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