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THREE" C "8 

CONTRIBUTIONS, CORRESPONDENCE and CRITICISM are three" C "s which 
form the body, the lifeblood and the nervous system of any respectable journal 
such as ours. I 

Can we in fact call ourselves a respectable journal? We think definitely
yes. In fact, sometimes almost too respectable and ponderous; with neglect 
of the ordinary daily happenings, thoughts and experiences of the Service and 
our readers. 

Without any wish to emulate or intrude on the perquisites and sphere of 
the Corps Magazine we are sure that there is a place and some.room in the 
Journal for other matters than pur~ly scientific papers and that these other 
matters would be welcomed by many of our readers. 

In the nineteen-twenties a feature of the Journal was, for a considerable 
period, a 5' Correspondence Circle." In this, numerous Corps and Service 
Members expressed themselves in print freely and apparently joyfully. The 
letters of this Correspondence Circle contained m()st varied, most valuable and 
really most interesting information, views and facts. Not only were they 
interesting to read but their very provocation produced answer and counter 
answer. 

Recently we have been able to introduce a few items of correspondence and 
would like to see or receive more of these which could be included in curr~nt 
numbers. Of course, at the moment it is somewhat farcical to talk .about 
current numbers when the November number appears in the middle of February. 
But the November make-up went to the Printers at the' beginning of October 
and other monthly make-ups at their respective monthly intervals. 

Now that the" Trade Disputes" have been settled the Printe~s are making 
every effort to catch up and we hope that the current number will actually become 
so soon, and that then each number will appear on the 1st of the respective 
month: 

Brit it is Oorrespondence we need and for which we are now asking, 
correspondence which may be published and which will give varied information, 
will criticize and which will provoke replies;. all these will be welco:med for 
publication. 

Criticism will also be welcome either of the Journal and its matter and make
up or of the material of the Contributions. In the case of the former we will 
welcome it, whether thatcriticis:m be merely destructive criticism or construc
tive, and will'endeavour to profit by the critical comments. In the case of the 
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latter we are prepared to hold the ring or glove while the contestant, critic and 
criticized wage a wordy and provocative battle in the correspondence columns. 

In the February number we were able to publish a severely critical letter 
and some replies thereto which had been received some months ago. 
Profit was made, as far as practicable, from the criticisms at once; but un
fortunately delay in obtaining permission to publish these letters had delayed 
their appearance. We welcomed the criticism even though agreement to 
certain items could not be accorded. . 

And, yet again, we would welcome more. We and probably the authors 
wo·uld. welcome criticism of the published pap.ers; either of the opinions 
expressed, the subject matter given, the experimental methods and the 
conclusions drawn. It is often most depressing and even disheartening for the 
eager and ambitious author who, after much labour, thought and trepidation, 
actually submits a long paper on his -special subject merely to have it accepted 
and published in the Journal and apparently pass into oblivion and thereafter 
to receive or hear no word of comment, critical or appraisive, on his efforts and 
magnum opus. Will not some readers kindly help him out of his depression by 
making. comment in the Correspondence Columns 1 

Contributions, of course, form the main body of the' Journal. It isa 
voracious body requiring constant sustenance; but it is also omnivorous and 
capable of digesting and absorbing many varieties of articles. Even though 
these' articles are not strictly scientific they will be welcome for publication, 
so long as they have some bEfaring on the life and activities of the Corps and 
of its members and so long as they are interesting to one or other group of 
J Qurnal readers. . 

But there are two types of Contribution to the sustenance and maintenance 
of the Journal. . 

As well as the contributions in kind, material contribution of articles which 
are so necessary for a well-filled body, there is the second 19.nd of contribution 
in the form of subscription which too are so necessary to meet the costs of 
production; Unforlunately not lorig ago the Managing Committee had to raise 
the annual Efubscription to meet the rising cost of production. But, and this is 
where personal contribution of existing subscribers can prove valuable, the 
more that new' subscriptions can be obtained the better will be the production. 
We learn with regret that there are even now many in the Service. who are 
not regularly subseribirigarid who might be- readily persuaded by those who 
are, or who would become subscribers if their attention was drawn at an early 
stage in their service career to this need, can we even say this pleasure and 
profit 1 of becoming permanent subscribers. We are endeavouring to make it 
a' pleasu:r;earid a profit, but success must depend on Contributions of both 
kinds and receipt of a full measure of the 3 Cs . 
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