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Correspondence 

DEAR SIR, 

MEDICAL DIRECTORATE, HEADQUARTERS, 
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE, 

B.A.O:R. 1. 
May, 1, 1951. 

I have read with considerable interest an article in the JOURNAL OF TIlE 
ROYAL ARMyMEDICAL CORPS of 195.0, No. 1, Vol. XCVI, titled "The Promotion 
and Maintenance of Mental Health in the Military Community," Part I. 

'Some points in this paper cannot be accepted without criticism. I wish to 
emphasize the following: 

(1) There. is no significant correlation between illiteracy and low intelli
gence. The former is dependent on education, the latter on an innate capacity 
to learn: Illiterates per se are never referred to Psychiatrists. 

(2) Potential "healthy" carriers of pathological organisms have no correla-
tion with low intelligence. . 

(3) Those with an intelligence ratio of SG5 or SSG5 can only be employed 
on duties such as Messes, Kitchens and Dining Halls, etc. The standard of per
soual hygiene of these can be kept as high as those with normal intelligence by 
limiting the numbers so employed and by allocating them to restricted duties. 

(4) Psychopathic personalities with anticsocial trends amongst recruits are 
never accepted into the Army when such a diagnosis is made bya psychiatrist. 
If discovered amongst enlisted personnel such 'are boarded out on medical 
grounds and nearly all are clinically responsible in Law for their behaviour. 

It would be interesting to know how the writer would improve the Law to 
protect society against these individuals. 

(5) The Army consists of three categories of other rank. personpel, i.e. 
those called up for National Service, Regulars and those Re-enlisted. Many 
National Service recruits have anti-social trends with histories of being in 
Approved schools, Bound over, on Probation or in BorstaL Institutions. Statis
tics prove that 4.o"C6.o per cent of such mak~ good sold.i~rs arid. i!.l1eful· Citizens. 
Such personnel should not be allowed to. evade their duties to their country 
because they have been in the hands of the Law. Many render good service 
and leave the Army with a clear record, proud of their achievement and enthu-
siastic to be good citizens. . 

(6) Many personnel deliberately show their dissatisfaction with Army 
service by misconduct but such can be detected by experienced psychiatrists. 
Such should never be discharged medically but be disposed of administratively 
under A.C.I. 650/46, Part I "Misconduct." 
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(7) The nine unstable personality types described by the writer are gross 
types and as such are rare. The majority of individuals in the Army and the 
civilian population are made up of a symposium of all these types with one or 
two predominating characteristics. 

(8) Obsessional neurosis is probably the rarest psychiatric disability in the 
Army, while personalities with obsessional traits are common . 

. (9) Prevention qf mental ill-health is primarily dependent on a wide know
ledge and experience of clinical psychiatry. Generalizations unfounded III 

substance and experimental evidence only confuse and impede knowledge. 

SIR, 

Yours sincerely, 
LT.-COL. J. T. ROBINsoN, 

Adviser in Psychiatry, 
B.Q., B.A.OR . 

. WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE '~JOURNAL"? 

Recent· correspondence regarding, and your appeals for support for, the 
Journal lead one to wonder whether it can be advantageously continued in its 
present form. 

Sin~e its divorce from the News & Gazette there seems to be little doubt 
that it is mainly only of interest to those employed on professional duties in the 
Corps and indeed, of these, to Specialists in various subjects. 

Itis true that of late there has been a welcome reappearance of articles and 
discussions on medical administraiive problems ahdsubjects, but these are few 
and far hetweenand ina small minority as compared with the (sometimes 
unfortunately abstruse) specialist professional contributions. 

Your readers nowadays could probably be divided roughly into four j:ate
gories, excluding those outside the Corps: 

(a) Specialist professional officers who are interested in the type oC 
article now filling your pages. . 

(b) Administrative officers, mostly fairly senior, i1lterested in the develop
meIIt of medical administration and tactics in the modern Army. 

(e) Young medical officers, regular or otherwise, to whom such contri
butions as "medical notes," "abstracts" and articles on the more 
ordinary professional problems within alld without the Service are 
really of the most value. 

(d) Retired officers to whom perhaps Corps "news" is the main item of 
interest. 

Can the Journal, as at present constituted and produced, be considered to 
cater for .all the above? As a regular reader for· more than thirty years I think 
not for the following reasons: 

In the case of (a) a1ld (e) above equal:, if not better, value can be obtained 
from lay medical publications, particularly as regards the non-regular officer 
returning to civil practice. 

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-97-01-08 on 1 July 1951. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


62 Correspondence 

In the case of (b) the required materlal is obviously insufficient while the 
" News & Gazette is of more interest to (d). 

What then is' the solution? 
While not presuming to suggest any such as obvious or for immediate 

action may I put forward the following as a basis for discussion both in your, 
editorial circles and among your readers: 

Firstly, is the Journal to continue as a so-called Corps, "Magazine" on the 
lines of those of other Regiments and Corps or should it be confined to the 
purely professional aspect? 

If the former, then re-amalgamation with the News & Gazette seems desir
able in order to produce more subscribers, particularly from those in category 
(d) above. ' 

If the latter, the standard and variety of contributions must be such as to 
compete with lay medical publications; this may be difficult if not impossible 
to attain though amalgamation with other Service medical journals might be 
worthy of consideration. 

Secondly, failing either of the above tentative suggestions, can more be done 
to encourage the senior 'administrative officer on the one hand and the young 
medicaJ officer ort the other to provide more material? In this line more per
haps could be done in the way of encouragement and suggestion on the part 

'of Administrative and Commandipg Officers; the former might invite and 
encourage articles On medical staff exercises and T.E.W.T.s while the latter 
might do the same in connexion with interesting clinical material problems 
in hospitals and smaller medical units. 

Thirdly and lastly, both the above-mentioned types of contributors might 
be encouraged to air their views and put forward their suggestions regarding 
any. Corps problems or difficulties; the subjects concerned may be legion and 
might include anything from "the proper use of medical man-power" to "Mess 
dress and etiquette," but it should be emphasized that such' contributions are 
invited and not discouraged, even in the case of the most junior officer, by 
Superior Auth!;>rity, subject of course to normal di,scipline. 

SIR, 

I am, etc.,,' 
"REGULAR READER." 

CRITICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 
"JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS" 

H.Q., BRITISH TROOPS BERLIN 

B.O.A.R. 2. 
April 24, 1951. 

To achieve the cut and thrust of debate and mairtt<;lirr topicality of the cor
respondence, would it not be possible for serving officers to write direct to the 
Editor as is the case with correspondence to the Journal of the Royal United 
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Service Institution and not have to forward it through the usual channels? 
The relevant extract of the Secretary's Notes of the Journal of the Royal 

United Service is appended: 
"The Editor is authorised to receive .articles from serving officers and, if 

found suitable, to obtain permission fof their publication from the appropriate 
Service Department. 

"Army Officers are reminded that such articles must be accompanied by 
the written approval of the author's Commanding Officer." 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

F. G. NEILD, 

Major, R.A.M.C. 

During the past year numerous written or verbal requests have been 
addressed to individual members of the Corps; to Consultants, Directors and 
heads of Departments and Commands; and to some retired officers for articles 
and any material suitable for the Journal. 

The results from some, including "Regular Reader," have been mostencour
aging and have been gr-atefully used in our monthly numbers with, we believe, 
definite appreciation by our readers. The results from others have been com
pletely negative. 

MEDICAL HISTORY 

WHILE reading War Diaries and Quarterly Reports of Medical Units and 
the Medical Branches of Formations ·in connexion with the Medical History 
of the War-the Campaign in Italy-we had the pleasure of perusing the 
Quarterly Reports of the Canadian Corps at three stages of that campaign. 

The quarterly reports were beautifully prepared and they contained narra
tives strikingly clear, concise and informative. In fact, so striking were the 
three reports that we ventured to send ~ letter to the D.D,M.S. whose signature 
appeared thereon complimenting him on these very fine quarterly reports and 
saying what a pleasure it had been to read them and how useful they had 
pr<?ved. 

A reply was received from Brigadier McCusker, who now appears to have for
saken Military Medicine for higher gpheres. We venture to reproduce this 
reply as being of probable interest to many who knew the Canadian Corps: 

DEAR ... 

MINiSTER OF NATIONAL HEALTH AND WELFARE 

OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSISTANT 

CANADA 

April 17, 1951. 

Your extremely kind letter of a few weeks ago has made me very happy. 
I was fortunate in having with me, in Italy, a splendid staff who approached, 
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