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R.A.M.C. ASSOCIATION HANDBOOK 

, THE third paragraph of copies of the letter dated July 29, 1951 should 
be cancelled and the following substi,tuted:-

"At the twenty-third AnImal General Meeting held on 15th June, 1948, 
the following resolution was passed: 'That,as from 1st January, 1949, Life 
Membership of officer and other rank ex-service men should be 30s. and the 
Annual subscription of officer and other rank ex-service men should be 
2s. 6d.' " 

• 
Reviews 

THE STO,RY OF THE GROWTH OF NURSING AS AN ART, A VOCATION AND A 
PROFESSION. Third edition. By Agnes E. Pavey, S.R.N. 1951. London: 
Faber & Faber. Price 20s. 

Miss Pavey, writing for "the general reader and for the senior schoolgirl 
who hopes to become ,a,nurse, as well as for those already engaged in nursing 
or medical work," has produced a compelling narrative of the progress ,of 
nursing throughout the world from its undoubted, even if unrecorded, origins 
to the present day of colleges and committees; regulation and legislation. 

The three phases of the title are related to periods of time: from the 
dawn of history to the fourth c,entuty A.D.) the few direct references to nursing 
which Miss Pavey has found in history and mythology, lore and legend, are 
presented against the medical and social background of the time. Nursing 

~ as an Art is almost invisible, but the tiny seed is discernible ben~ath the 
Golden Bough. , ' 

From the beginning of Christiariity to about A.D. 1850, nursing is regarded 
tS ,a vocation-by three voices. First, the voice of God calling menand women 
to His Service, and in so doing to care, not only for the sick, but also for the 
traveller, the homeless, the, destitute. After the Reformation, the nurse was 
all too frequently attracted by the call of gain, with such glorious exceptions 
as the SIsters of Charity; while in the third phase, the voice of conscience 
can be heard, above the din of the Industrial Revolution, summoning the well
to-do to the help of their less fortunate brethren. 

From about 1850 to the present day, nursing is presented as a profession, 
and here, surely, the timing is at fault. This part of the book opens with an 
appreciation of Miss Florence Nightingale, an apostle of vocation if ever there 
were one: the age of profession should begin in 1886. But modern nursing 
begins with Miss Nightingale : the claim of the New England 'Hospital for 
Women to have founded the first training school for nurses in the United 
States is depreciated as not being in the Nightingale tradition. . Miss Pavey 
gives a full and, graphic description of nursing in these last hundred years. 
Her prefatory ap010gy to those who find their hobby-horses unridden will be 
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waved away in admiration of the skill with which she has presented so many 
facts from so wide a field, though, in a future edition, room might perhaps 
be found for Mrs. Sullivan (Matron, at_ 2s. 6d. a day) and her nurses Cat .6d., 

. a washerwoman receiving Is.) who accompanied John Hunter and the British 
Army to Portugal in 1762. 

The work, unhappily, retains many errors of detail which closer proof
reading might have spared us: e.g. Vespasian (p. 86) is transmuted into his 
mother, de l'Isle Adams (p. 154), "conventional" for conventual (p. 147) 
and "Service (for "Serving") Brethren" (p. 171). Our own Surgeon-General 
Longmore is unrecognizable as "Laymon": Sir William Blizard fares better 
as "Blizzard." Abbot Islip died in 1532; the Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley, 
opened in 1863; and the singular of scudi is scudo. The book deserves a fuller 
and more accurate index; it also fully deserves Sir John Weir's tribute in his 
foreword, that "Anyone who dips into its pages is bound to read on.'? 

J. B. N. 

ROYAL 'NORTHERN OPERATIVE SYRGERY. Second Edition: 1951. Pp. viii + 600. 
Lewis & Co. Ltd. Price 90s. 

This book of 600 page~ is the work of ,a numb~r of Collaborators, and 
represents the practice of the Royal Northern Group of Hospitals, and has 
been fUlly revised. 

It is easy to read, very well illustrated--and describes clearly for each 
operation the method in general use in this group of hospitals. 

The special subjects have been omitted-and operations for cleft palate 
and hare-lip touched upon but briefly; but for the young Surgeon, here is 
a practicable and proved method of carrying out most of the operative pro
cedures with which he will be faced. 

The book is very well produced, and the illustrations clear. 
A. G. H., 

INSECTS AND HYGIENE. The Biology and Control- of Insect Pests of Medical 
imd Domestic Importance in Britain. By James Busvine, Ph.p., D.Sc. 
1951. Pp. 482. Illustrations 58. London: Methuen & Co. Price 
£1 10s. Od. 

This book deals thoroughly and mncisely with every aspect of .entomology 
with which _those in the British Isles who are not specialists in the subject are 
likely to be concerned. The format is excellent and allows the book to serve 
equally well fot either systematic study of applied entomology or for reference 
purposes. 

The book supplies a -happy combin:ation of basic knowledge and recent 
advances; the early chapters on structure and classification, anatomy and 
physiology and ecology of insects provide sufficient information to enable the 
non-specialist reader to understand the rationale of control measures. The 
later chapters on specific groups of insects-houseflies and blowflies, blood-
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sucking flies, parasites, pests of food-stuffs, insect pests in waste products, 
clothes moths and carpet beetles, wood-boting beetles, stinging and biting 
insects, nuisances-all these constitute a mine of useful information. Of 
particular value are the tables giving the data of quantitative bionomics in 
respect of each insect of importance. 

Three features of the book should be stressed; viz.: 
(1) The chapters on control, which are excellently arranged ,and include 

information on the newer insecticides that one formerly had to unearth from 
various journals. 

(2) The Appendices-here we find lists of insects with keys for their identi
fication, and data concerning a wide range of insecticides with details of 
laboratory tests. 

(3) The useful lists of references with which each chapter is garnished. 

In spite of the fact that all this factual information is packed into a com
paratively small volume the author has succeeded in making it very readable; 
his historical notes are particularly diverting. 

A companion volume on insects of importance which are encountered 
outside the British Isles, particularly in the tropics, would be a welcome con
tribution to the literature on the subject. 

M.M.L. 

• 

ObituarY'. 

Colonel ARTHUR CHOPPING, C.B., C.M.G. ' 
IN Hythe, Kent, on August 9, 1951, Colonel Arthur Chopping, late R.A.M.C., 

Retired. Son of E. Chopping of Colchester, he was born there August 3, 1871. 
Having taken the M.RC.S.England, and the L.RC.P.London, in 1896, he 
was appointed Lieutenant RA.M.C. July 27, 1899. Promoted Captain July 27, 
1902, Major April 27, 1911, Lieutenant-Colonel March I, 1915, .Brevet Colonel 
January 1, 1919, and Colonel January 3, 1926, he retired August 3, 1928. He 
was made Honorary Associate of the Order of St. John, November 15, 1918, 
and an Officer of the Order, June 12, 1926. 

In South Africa -1899-1902, he took part in the advance on Kimberley, 
including actions at Belmont, Enelin, Modder River, :and Magersfontein. 
Actions at Lindley (June 1, 1900) and Rhenoster -River. He' received the 

-Queen's Medal with four Clasps, and the King's Medal with two Clasps. 
He served on the North-West Frontier of India ih 1908 receiving the Medal 

with Clasp. . -
He served in France from August 15, 1914 till November ~5, 1917 and in 

Italy from November 26, 1917, to March 30, 1919. Seven times mentioned in 
despatches, he was created C.B., and C.M.G. He received the Brevet of Colonel, 
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