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THE issue of this Journal is the realisation of a hope of many 
years. The necessity for such a periodical haR long been recog
nised by the medical officers of the Army. It is not, as many 
suppose, a new idea. As long ago as 1864 a meeting was held 
at Netley to consider the question, and the establishment of a 
Journal was resolved upon, and its scope, character and form were 
decided' upon even to the most minute detail. The whole ques
tion was thought to have been settled and the greatest satisfaction 
was felt. But an old-world official opposition, together with" rules 
and customs of the service," effectually killed the proposal at its 
birth, and though many efforts have been made since then to 
revive it they have all been without success. 

After the recent war the Medical Service of the Army was made 
the subject of consideration by a Reorganisation Committee, and 
among many recommendations made by that Committee to the 
Secretary of State for War, one of the most important was the 
establishment of an Army Medical College in London. That, of 
course, meant the breaking-up of the School at Netley, and probably 
the removal of its Library, consisting of some two thousand volumes, 
to London. It was decided to transfer the School at once, and, 
pending the construction of the permanent buildings, temporary 
accommodation was found in the Conjoint Board Laboratories on 
the Thames Embankment. It is hoped, however, that there will 
be no delay in proceeding with the permanent buildings, as the 
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2 L'Envoi 

establishment of the College in London is of paramount impor
tance. The production of a Journal devoted to matters of pro
fessional and scientific interest is also felt to be a necessity, and 
it has been decided to put the Library and Journal under the 
management of a Committee to be called the Library and Journal 
Committee, to be appointed annually and to consist of six mem
bers representative of Headquarters Staff, the Army Medical 
College and the Advisory Board, with an officer on retired pay 
and one from the auxiliary forces. 

The Secretary of State has sanctioned an increase to the annual 
grant to the Library, and also the appointment of a Librarian, 
preferably a retired Officer of the R.A.M.C., who shall receive 
£100 a year in addition to his retired pay. 

The Journal is to be edited under the direction of the Library 
and Journal Committee, 'and the Editor appointed on its recom
mendation. Major Firth has been appointed for six months from 
July 1, 1903. 

The Journal it was agreed should embrace: (1) Original articles 
written by officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps and others. 
(2) Bibliographical notes on articles of importance and interest to 
the military services. (3) Reprints and translations from military, 
medical and other journals. (4) Official gazettes and official 
information generally bearing upon the Army Medical services. 

The enlargement of the Netley Library, its removal to London, 
and the appointment of a competent Librarian, are considered 
necessary steps to secure the creation of facilities for giving biblio
graphical assistance to officers engaged in investigation or research, 
and it is hoped that the Journal conducted upon the foregoing 
lines will enable medical officers, wherever they may be serving, 
to keep in touch not only with what is going on in the British Ser
vice, but with the advances and changes that are being made in 
other armies. The Committee will be glad if officers will express 
to it their views as to the general management and contents of 
the Journal; but it must be clearly understood that its pages will 
not be open to controversial correspondence or to items of social 
or personal interest other than what is official. 

Officers who have made special studies of any subject are 
requested to give their names to the Committee, and it is hoped 
that those who have a knowledge of foreign languages and are 
c~pable of undertaking the work of reviewing and extracting 
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Sir W. Taylor 3 

information from foreign publications will send in their names for 
work of that description in connection with the Journal. 

There is surely every ground for expecting that the officers of 
the Corps will not hesitate to support this effort to maintain a 
high standard of professional and scientific attainment in the Army 
Medical Services. Indeed, this has been shown by the number of 
officers who have become subscribers. It comprises the great 
majority, and there is reason to believe that temporary difficulties 
connected with field service and the fact of their being stationed 
in out-of-the-way places are the causes which have kept back the 
few who have not yet subscribed. It is to be hoped, and it is 
certainly very much to be desired, that not one officer will be found 
in the Corps who does not approve of the objects with which the 
Journal has been founded, or who will refuse it his strongest support. 

That men who have had unusual experiences and have had 
much of interest to tell their brother officers and the scientific 
world generally have been kept from doing so, has been in a great 
measure due to the fact that all communications, however great 
their interest, were consigned to the limbo of the Army Medical 
Department Report. Some lethal influence seems to have lurked 
in the pages of that official publication, for everything that entered 
them was suffocated at its birth and annihilated. No future exist
ence was possible for anything overtaken by that misfortune. 

It is believed, therefore, that officers will hail with joyous 
appreciation the appearance of this Journal, that they will eagerly 
take advantage of the opportunities which it will afford them of 
interchange of ideas on the many subjects of importance to indi
vidual officers as well as to the Service to which they belong. That 
which has been longed for for years has been at last realised. We 
have got the Journal we have wanted ever since we entered the 
Service, and upon us lies the responsibility of its proper bringing
up during its youth and of its success and usefulness in its maturer 
years. Earnestness and enthusiasm are essential to secure success. 
"Without earnestness there is nothing to be done in life." 
"Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm." It 
surely can be relied upon that there will be no lack of either earnest
ness or of enthusiasm; that not a single officer will forget his share 
of the responsibility for the complete success of the Journal. Its 
reputation will be dear to everyone of us. "A good name is 
better than precious ointment," and, as the honour and the good 
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4 UEnvoi 

name of our profession and of the service to which we are all proud 
to belong should ever be our most anxious care, as well as our most 
precious possession, we must use every endeavour to make each 
and every issue of the Journal worthy of us as members of that 
profession and as officers of the Army Medical Service. 

W. TAYLOR. 

D.G. 

copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-01-01-01 on 1 July 1903. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


Jl. R.A.M.C., July. 

PART OF .\'lAIN IIOSPITAL, ,['RANSPOR'l' "SICILL~." 

Sbowillg !;WiDgillg cotl! in single tier with cot tables; also M.O.'s wash·stand. 

PART OF CONVALRSCE:ll' WARD, THANSPOHT .< DILWAHA." 

SLowing double tier cot" and mess tables. 
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