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WOOLWICH .sEARCHLIGHT TATTOO, 1955 

THE third Woolwich Searchlight Tattoo will take place at Woolwich Stadium, 
London, from 21st to 24t.h September, 1955, at 7.30 p.m. each evening, with 
a special daylight performance at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, 24th September. This 
year's programme promises to be even more spectacular than the previous 
year. 

Among the items already booked are the Herald Trumpeters and Ma'3'3ed 
Bands of the ,Royal Regiment of Artillery, under the baton of their new Director 
of Music, Captain S. V. Hays; the Trumpet and Bugle Band of the Boys' 
Regiment, R.A.; the full Musical Drive of the K'ing's Troop, R.H.A.-this is 
one of the few occasions when the full drive can be seen, ending with their 
ceremonial guns being fired. For the first time there is to be a contribution 
from the Territorial Army. There ~ill be a Jeep Assembly Display by R.E.M.E. 
This was one of the high-lights of the 1953 Tattoo. New to Woolwich is a 
Motor-cycle Display by an R.A. Training Regiment. .Once again the "Fourth 
Arm" will b"e represented in a dramatic and spectacular display by the Civil 
Defence Corps. The American Artillery and the United States Air Force will 
be providing displays and will be accompanied by their own bands. The 
programme is not yet complete and there will be a further annOlincement of 
other items taking part. .The proceeds of the Tattoo go to the Royal Artillery 
Charitable Fund. 

Tickets may be obtained from the Tattoo Box" Office, Artillery House, 58 
Woolwich Common, London, S.E.18 (Tel.: WOO. 1494), and all the usual 
ticket agents. Prices for covered seats are 15s., 12s. 6d., lOs. 6d., 8s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 
6s.; reserved uncovered seats Ss.; unreserved seats 3s. 6d. There is a party 
concession rate for performances on 21st, 22nd and 23rd September for parties 
of 20 or more, also further reductions for the special daylight performance on 
24th September. Details may be obtained from the Tattoo Box Office. Postal 
application for seats should be accompanied by remittances and a stamped 
addressed envelope. 

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-101-03-20 on 1 July 1955. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


264 Matters of Interest 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
.' 

Royal our Corps, and regal in her aim; 
To heal, to save, to thwart disease, she stands; 
A firm taskmistress who our love commands, 
She asks our life-work in her country's name; 

Speeds us afar, war's victims to reclaim, 
And conquer sickness in unfavoured lands, 
As purse and scabbard ease to war's demands 
Her peace-trimmed lamp leaps royally to flame. 

Of Health to radiate the light serene 
And read our story in an Army's mien; 
The Empire's fighting manpower to conserve
Right royal causes humbly do we serve ! 
Grim Mars to mild Hygea beholden 
To fight a major foe of fighting men! 

M. B. H. RITCHIE. 

(Colonel Ritchie wrote this sonnet in 1927, "when the Corps was full of 
discontent," but it has never seen the light until now. Colonel Ritchie retired 
from the Corps in 1930, but in the 1939-1945 war he commanded successively 
the 8th Bn. The SeaforthHighlanders and the 6th Bn. The Cameron High
landers, and then spent some four years as O.C. Troops in various transports.) 

R.W.A.F.F. 

ALL officers and ex-officers who have at any time served with the Royal West 
African Frontier Force are reminded of the existence of the R.W.A.F.F. Dinner 
Club. A reunion dinner is held annually in London, that for 1955 taking place 
in October and for 1956 probably in May. The type of commission held by an 
officer or ex-officer (i.e., regular, short service, emergency, N.S., etc.) is im
material, the sole requirement of membership being service with West African 
troops in any part of the world. Further particulars may be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary, R.W.A.F.F. Dinner Club, Bisterne, Normandy, Nr. Guildford, 
Surrey. 
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