
84 A Case of Surgical Emphysema 

I t remains to ask what is the eventual outcome in cases where these effusions 
and their concomitant wasted quadriceps persist indefinitely. I do not know of 
any certain answer to this question, but wonder in what proportion of cases of 
idiopathic osteo-arthritis of' the knee in older people a history of such earlier 
effusions would be obtained by direct questioning. I have seen at least two cases 
in men of about 30 in whom an early osteo-arthritis has arisen after a few years 
of such recurring effusions associated with weak quadriceps. 

My thanks are due to Lieut.-Colonel J. M. Matheson, O.B.E., M.R.C.P.(E.), 
F.R.C.S.(E.), R.A.M.C., and to Lieut.-Colonel I. M. Grant, F.R.C.S., R.A.M.C., for 
their encouragement and advice in the preparation of this paper. 

REFERENCE 

LE GROS CLARK, W. E. (1945). Tissues of the Body, 2nd ed. London: Cumberlege. 
P. 155. 

A CASE OF SURGICAL EMPHYSEMA 
FOLLOWING DENTAL EXTRACTION 

BY 

Major G. H. CARRIETT 

Royal Army Medical Corps 

SURGICAL emphysema following dental operations appears to be a rare occurrence: 
46 cases have been reported since 1900. A further case is now reported which 
by a coincidence occurred within a few days of publication of an article on the 
condition by Shovelton (1957). 

A healthy soldier, aged 22 years, had an extraction of his lower right second 
molar under regional anresthesia on 18th February, 1957. Following the extrac
tion he used antiseptic mouthwashes and the socket was syringed daily. On 
21st February, 1957, he reported that for the past three days he had noticed a 
cracking sensation on the right side of the face. 

On examination a mild degree of surgical emphysema was detected in the 
right temporal region, over the right cheek and especially below and anterior to 
the angle of the right mandible. The socket appeared healthy and there was no. 
evidence of sinus or antrum pathology. ' 

The condition had subsided without treatment by 23rd February, 1957. 
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