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BOOK REVIEWS 
Human Genetics and Public Health. Second Report of the W.H.O. Expert Committee on Human 

Genetics. W.H.O. Technical Report Series No. 282. Geneva: W.H.O., 1964 Pp. 38. Available 
through H.M.S.O. 5s. ' . ,'." " " 

In this report, the W.H.O. Expert Committee on Human Genetics consider present knowledge of 
the burden to the community of genetic disease and the ,possible genetic consequences of certain 
current human activities. Possible preventive and remedial measures for the control of genetic dis
abilities are discussed and the types of information needed for framing public health policies and 
conducting research are summarized. M. M. LEWIS 

, 
'Application and Dispersal of Pesticides. Fourteenth Report of the W.H.O. Expert Committee on 

Insecticides. W.H.O. Technical Report Series No. 284. Geneva: 1964. Pp. 27. Available through 
H.M.S.O. 3s. 6d. , ' , 

In recent years"considerable attention has been paid to improving the efficiency and safety of the 
spraying and dusting equipment used for the application of pesticides. The experiency gained in 
mass campaigns, particularly in malaria eradication, has shown up weak p()ints in design, and a 
number of innovations has ,been introduced and evaluated' iri the field. Data have also been collected 
suggesting the need for certain improvements. This latestr.eport of the W:H.O. Expert Committee 
on Insecticides consider.s thesedeve16pments and reviews briefly the work done by the Committee 
in preparing material for the compilation of a: standard manual on equipment for vector control. 

Although not as useful to the military 'medical officer as some of the previous reports of this 
Committee, the section on molluscides would be of particular interest to officers serving in areas 
wllere schistosomiasis is endemic. Those concerned with policy~ development and testing pesticides 
and associated equipment should study this Report, and D.T.M. & H. candidates should peruse i~. 

M. M. LEWIS 
" / 

Practical Malariology. 2nd Edition. P. F. RussELL, L. S'. WEST, R. D. MANWELL and G. MACDoNALD. 
London: Oxford University Press, 1963. Pp. xiv + 750. Illustrated. 84s. 

A second edition of this work is greatly welcome. Much progress has been made in the under
standing and control of malaria in' the past twenty years and the present edition reflects the recent 
advances made. The book has successfully covered, the multitudinous aspects of malariology in one 
volume by a systematic approach. The account is divided into sections dealing with the parasite, 
both human and animal forms, the mosquito, man and the environment in which they interact, this 
is followed by an extensive section dealing with methods of prevention both by conventional methods 
and by more ,modern approaches. Each section is concisely written to provide the maximum of 
essential detail, nevertheless practical procedures whether in the field or laboratory are well illustrated 
and, described. A list of useful references is given at the end of each chapter. 

This book is an essential requirement for those engaged in the treatment and controltif malaria. 
J. BARNES 

Public and Community Health. W.S. PARKER: London: Staples Press. 1964. Pp. 196. 38s. 
, The greater part of the book is concerned with the organisation and duties of the Local Authority 

Health Department, the Public Health aspects of the National Health Service and the practical 
problems of environmental hygiene. These subjects are well described. Epidemiology, the principles 
of disease control and occupational health are dealt with rather briefly. This is regrettable, as these 
are the aspects of Public Health of most interest.to the student and most directly related to his teaching 
arid clinical experience. ' , 

The following points must be mentioned. Mite borne typhus is given the local Japanese name 
Tsutsugamusi and is described as a virus disease. Whilst some texts refer, to a,Rickettsia: as the virus 
of a disease, the usage in this case is confusing. Relapsing fever is mentioned as a tick-borne disease, 
but the louse-borne type is not distinguished. It is stated that intestinal schistosomiasis is associated 
with carcinoma of the rectum, a view affirmed by few authors. It is stated that human infestation 
with Cysticercus bovis occurs and is a cause of epilepsy; there is no mention, of Cysticercus cellulosae. 

This book is intended to serve as an introduction to Public,Health for medical students, for whom 
it may be of use., A. ,G. HARWOOD 

Knox: The Anatomist. 1. RAE. Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd Ltd. 1964. Pp. v+ 164.)llustrated. 30s., 
This is a most fascinating account of the tragedy of the great anatomist, whose life was blighted 

and career ruined by the casual meeting of one of his, students and the infamous murderers Burke 
and Hare. These two rascals were taking the body of an old pensioner named DO,nald, who was Hare's 
tenant, to sell to Professor Monro at Edinburgh University and enquired the way to the Anatomy 
Rooms. The student, on learning of their errand, directed them to Dr. Knox. This intended good turn' 

'had disastrous consequences as, when Burke and Hare turned to murder to supply their stock~in-trade 
and were eventually caught, it was upon Dr. Knox the opprobium fell. Not only does Miss Rae take 
us carefully and excitingly through the whole of this affair and Knox's life afterwards, but she also 
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describes his brilliant and adventurous career as ~n Army medic~l officer, dealing with the wounded 
of Waterloo and later in South Africa, where he served until 1820 before returning to Edinburgh. 

Miss Rae is to be congratulated on this delightful biography, which is erudite, profound, and yet 
eminently readable. It is well illustrated with engravings and photographs and. the publishers can 
be congratulated on .the high standard in keeping with the merit of this book, which could not fail 
to enthral the general reader and is doubly delightful to anatomists, surgeons and medical historians. 

. J. C. WATTS 

Prevention of Cancer. Report of a W.H.O. Expert Committee. W.H.O. Technical Report Series 
No . .276. Geneva: World Health Organization. 1964; ~p. 53. Available through H.M.S.D. 3s. 6d. 

Until recently, so little was known of the aetiology and pathogenesis of cancer that it was im-
· possible to contemplate prevention in the. strict sense, except in a few cases of occupational exposure 
to human carcinogens. Now however, the situation is rapidly changing; increasing numbers of 

· carcinogens are being recognised in the environment and experimental evidence is accumulating that 
tumour development may be prevented by a variety of means. . . 

The report discusses various aetiological factors that have been implicated in human cancer, 
such as the chewing of betel,' "nass" and tobacco, smoking, exposure to strong sunlight and 
carcinogens in the diet. Recognition of such factors may suggest obvious methods. of prevention, but 
these are often difficult to implement; owing to human reluctance to abandon long-established habits. 
Male circumcision and scrupulous attention to personal hygiene are, advocated as preventives of 
cancer of the penis, and possibly also of cancer of the uterine cervix in ,the female partner. Many 
occupational carcinogens are well recognized, and where their use cannot be abandoned, much can 
be done by improvements in industrial methods to reduce the hazard ftom these compounds. Other 
carcinogens referred to in the report include certain cosmetics and household products, some 
medicaments, atmospheric pollutants and ionizing radiation. .' . 

The report concludes with comments on special aspects of research and the programnies of training 
for cancer prevention. . F. G. NEILD 

PAHO/WHOInter-Regional Conference on the Postgraduate Preparation of Health Workers for 
Health Education. W.H.O. Technical Report Series 'i"To. 278. Geneva: World Health Organi-
zation. 1964,Pp. 48. Available through H.M.S.O. 3s. 6d. ... 

The success of any large-scale health programme is finally dependent on the whole-hearted support 
and, where possible, active participation of the. public. This can only be achieved through health 
'education. As. facilities for teaching health education methods are inadequate and because in many 

. sl::hools for public health insufficient attention is paid to,this subject, the World Health Organisation 
· and the Pan American Health Organisation convened it joint conference of health education specialists 
to discuss the requirements for the postgraduate preparation in health education of all categories' 
of health workers. . 

Although the report deals mostly with the training of the specialist, it does stress the necessity 
that all health workers be conscious of the need of health education and should have the knowledge 
to inc~rporate' it eff~ctively in their daily work. F. G. NEILD 

Biology of Human Reproduction. Report of a W.H.O. Scientific Group. W.H.O. Technical Report 
. Series No. 280~ Geneva: W.H.O., 1964. Pp. 30. Available through H.M.S.O . .Is. 9d; 
During the last few years analytical and diagnostic techniques have become SUfficiently refined, to 

permit the evaluation and understanding of an increasing number of the physiological processes of 
reproduction in the hmnan. This report of a WB.O. Scientific Group on the subject, however, 
delineates numerous areas in which information is stilJ seriously lacking, and eritphasizesthe need 
for more knowledge because the subject of reProduCtion affects not only the individual, but also the 
community and the world as a .whole. The proper management of pregnancy and childbirth, the 
possible prevention of the birth of abnormal children, and the reduction or elimination of abortion 
as a socio-economic and health problem all depend on such knowledge. Increased. understanding 
should make it possible,' when necessary, to control population trends-a recognized problem in 

· certain countries. 
Reproduction has many aspects; neurological, biochemical, immunological, pharmacological, 

morphological, and others; all of them are discussed in this Report which ends with a list of recom
mendations on research activities and on methods of disseminating information on the biology of 
human reproduction. . . , M. M. LEWIS 

Aids to Ethics and Professional Conduct fQr Student Radiologic Technologists. J. OHNYSTY. Springfleld, 
Ill: Charles C. Thomas, 1964. Pp. xiv.+ 129. $3.75. . 

_ Student members of the professions auxiliary to medicine required guidance in ethics and pro
fessional conduct, this need now being recognised by its inclusion in .the revised syllabus ofthe Society' 
of Radiographers under the heading Hospital Practice and Care of Patient .. There is, therefore, a 
need for a book, chapter or pamphlet on this subject, but I cannot recommend this extraordinary 
publication. . . 

The text)s extremely discursive' and repetitive, and extraordinarily naive, using attitudes and 
phraseology more appropriate to the in~truction of infants than of student technicians.' It is nice to 
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have the author's opinion that "His (the radiologist's) higher standard of living was acComplished 
through hard work and he deserves it". . 

I feel this book could be reduced to a dozen pages without loss. The only recommendation I can 
make is perhaps one copy to be acquired by each training school for a comparison of attitudes on 
the two sides of the Atlantic. It would be a pity for others to miss such gems as "such rude behaviour 
could turn people towards socialised medicine". K. H. HARPER 

The Care, Handling and Disposal of Dangerous Chemicals. P. J. GASTON. Aberdeen: Northern 
Publishers (Aberdeen) Ltd., 1964. Pp. 103. 7s. 6d. 

This monograph, published under the aegis of the Institute of Science Technology appears to be 
intended for the use of laboratory technicians and should be useful to those in educational establish
ments' wIlo have to "clean up" after the day's work by the students. 

Part I deals with the nature of dangerous chemicals . 
. Part 11 contains valuable hints 'agout disposal. 
Part IJlgives a general outline of the identification of the contents of labelled containers and 

their disposal when identified. ... '. . 
Part IV deals with fire-fighting, first aid and emergency treatment. 
The Appendix is a list of hazardous chemicals and their hazards. .' 
Unfortunately, there is no index, so that a person dealing with an ac<;(ident would have to know 

the book thoroughly, in order to determine his action. 
In view of the increasing use of radio-active isotopes, their incorporation in a future. edition would 

be useful. . . . . . 
There' are certain printing errors; e.g. page 22, line 3 from bottom of the page, sulphides should 

read sulphites and on page 30 under Diazonium salts, surely nitrites are used and not nitrates. 
There are afew otherrnistakes in referring to other pages; e.g. page 27, line 4, the reference to 

powder; extinguishers should be to page 64, paragraph 2 and not page 61. Also on page 75 under 
Hydrogen cyanide, the reference should. be to page 71 ana not to page 67 which contains a list of 

. respirators. '.. '. " .. 
These.errorsare very confusing and with others not mentioned in this review, need amending' 

in future editions. . 
The book contains much repetitidnand the numbering Of paragraphs on page 40 and the following 

pages need amendment. . . . 
With the exception of the few printing errors, the book is well printed in good clear type, on good 

paper and the price is reasonable:, . . S. ELLIOT:T 

Rese~ch in Immunology. Report of Five Scientific Groups Convened by the Director-Ge'neral of the 
. World Health Organization. W.H.O. Technical Report Series No. 286, Geneva: W.H.O.,1964 .. 

Pp. 97. Available through H.M.S.O. 8s. 6d. .' '. . ' 
The use of immunological tools by the medical profession has increased almost explosively during 

the past 25 years. The importance of the subjeCt in many of the fields in which the ' World Health 
Organisation is active led its pirector to convene 46 immunologists of international repute into 
5 Scientific Groups to discuss various aspects of .the application of immunity to medicine. The 
deliberations of these groups have been' condensed into the Report under'review. All the growing .. 
points where immunity and medicine meet are covered, .thus immunoprophylaxis and immunotherapy, 
immunopathology (including auto-immunity), tissue antigens and transplantation, immunochemistry 
and future developments in the field, are alftouched upon. Candidates for higher examinations could 
not fail to benefit by adding this succintlittle volume to their list of background reading; . 

. . , . P. D. MEERS 
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