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BOOK REVIEWS 
Bedside Diagnosis. Eighth Edition. CHARLES SEWARD. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 1969. 

Pp. xiii + 517. Illustrated. 42s. 
This is the eighth edition of a book first published in 1949. The presentation is original, conditions 

being described under the heading of a symptom or sign with which the patient may present. Each of the 
twenty-four chapters, with the exception of the last which deals with drugs, is built around a specific 
feature such as .. Dysphagia" or .. Jaundice ", and commences with a synopsis of causes of that 
particular symptom or sign, the more important of them being in italics. The physiology of that feature 
of illness is then described, followed by a section on the diagnostic approach in relation to it, and there
after by a brief description of the conditions noted in the synopsis of causes. The emphasis is on diagnosis, 
which is reached by analysis of the causes of the symptom or sign presented by a particular case. 

Should the reader wish'to look up a particular disease, its location in the text is indicated by heavy 
type in the index. To miss a diagnosis by simply not thinking of the disease in relation to a symptom 
is within every physician's experience and an object of this book is to avoid such a pit-fall. It abounds 
in such pearls as • a sorrow that has no vent in tears may make other organs weep.' ' 

From the critical aspect one cannot appreciate why in the synopses the author mixes up italicised 
causes with non-italicised causes instead of having all the important ones together at the commencement 
of a section, furthermore not everyone would agree with the author's use of italics in particular conditions. 
For example, .. Meningism" a fairly common cause of headaches, but not in italics, precedes polio
myelitis which is in italics, both being quoted as inflammatory causes of head pain of intra-cranial origin 
(Chapter 3). Similarly "Pericarditis" must rate italics as a cause of thoracic pain of intra-thoracic 
origin in relation to the heart (Chapter 4), and again perforation of a tuberculous ulcer hardly merits 
mention with appendicitis (neither in italics) as an intra-abdominal cause of umbilical pain (Chapter 6). 

On page 25 the author's reference to mid-inguina1.ioints should presumably read points and on page 
110, referring to cancer of the pancreas, the observation that it is seen in three women to one man is 
contrary to the commonly stated view, which is the reverse of this. Another misprint occurs on page 
261 where speaking of malaria" when the infection is chronic a mild haemolytic anaemia" is correct 
rather than" chronic and mild." A curious omission from the description of myelomatosis (page 258) 
is the fact that it is a disease of later life. 

Despite these criticisms (and I do feel that reassessment of the synopses is desirable) a great deal 
of knowledge is presented in a useful and readable form in this book, which is very good value at two 
guineas. 

The author regards his book as complementary to the formal text book but I think it is more than 
this. The title" Bedside" has a double significance as it is so readable and I agree with Lord Cohen's 
description in the foreword .. The student Who masters the principles on which this hand book is based 
will have an intelligent and rewarding approach to the diagnosis of disease." J. F. WEBB. 

Medical History of the Second World War. Medical Services in War. The Principal Medical Lessons of 
the Second World War. Edited by Sir ARTHUR SALUSBURY MACNuLTY and W. FRANKLIN MELLOR. 
London. H.M.S.O. 1968. Pp. xviii + 781. 16Os. 

This is the 20th and penultimate volume of the United Kingdom Official Medical History of the 
Second World War and, as its title implies, it deals with how the Medical Services-civil and military
worked and how they overcame the many problems with which the War faced them. 

The format of the volume is what one would expect i.e. separate sections are devoted to each of the 
Services and/or countries dealt with. Each section covers its subject in the shape of a" potted" history. 
Unhappily there is no summary of the major lessons learnt in any section and, in consequence, a great 
deal of the potential value and impact of this volume is lost. 

The sections devoted to our own (United Kingdom) Army Medical Services are no exception to 
the general note and the reader will look in vain for a list or summary of the major lessons. The great 
importance in war of Army Health and Military Psychiatry are rightly stressed. 

In the event of a new edition being called for it is recommended that the lessons learnt be listed in 
each section and that the .. potted" histories be written to support and illustrate these lessons as 
necessary. 

This therefore is a volume' where importance cannot be over-stressed. What a pity then that the 
reader should be left feeling that the presentation of so much valuable material is capable of considerable 
improvement. For this the Editors must accept responsibility. Can it be that after nineteen volumes they 
were running out of steam? A. MACLENNAN 

Nerves and Nerve Injuries. SYDNEY SUTHERLAND. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 1968. Pp. xv + 
1161. Illustrated. 250s. 

The author, the Professor of Experimental Neurology at the University ,of Melbourne, in writing 
this truly magnificent book, has combined his wide experience of peripheral nerve injuries in war and 
peace with a detailed study of the anatomy and physiology of nerves. A no more authoritative book 
has ever been written. Although this eleven hundred page book is of forbidding size-definitely desk top 
study-the .style is so clear and simple, and the production so good, that it makes absorbing reading. 

This is an essential reference book for large hospital libraries. I. M. CRAN 
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A Primer of Cardiac Diagnosis. The Physical & Technical Study of the Cardiac Patient. ALDO A. LUIsADA 
and 'GURMUKH S. SAINARI. St. Louis. Warren H. Green, Inc., 1968. Pp. xviii + 243. lllustrated. 
$10.50. 

This book is aimed at senior medical students, junior hospital staff and general practitioners. 
The text lacks balance. The sections on history and on physical examination, with the exception of 

ausculation, are inadequate. There is too little practical advice and an almost complete failure to 
emphasise the important. 

The sections on Auscultation and Phonocardiography reflect Dr. Luisada's great interests in this 
field but one feels that the detail might well be baffling to the non-specialist reader. 

The more obscure technical methods of study receive a surprising amount of attention. Indicator 
Dilution Curves receive rather less than one page but no less than six pages are devoted to Electrokymog
raphy. 

Fluoroscopy occupies almost the entire section on Radiology. Pulmonary Vascularisation receives 
ten lines. Pulmonary venous marking and septal lines are not mentioned. 

The need for a book on this subject is not in dispute but the authors have failed to emphasise the 
logical assessment and evaluation of history, clinical, radiographic and electro-cardiographic signs to 
reach a diagnosis or tentative diagnosis. I. C. CRAWFORD 

The Observer's Fighting Vehicles Directory. World War 11. BART H. VANDERVEEN. London & New York. 
F. Warne & Co. Ltd., 1969. Pp. 340. Illustrated. 25s. 

This Directory is designed primarily with the interests of historians, collectors, and scale modellers 
in mind. It lists and illustrates the many types of " fighting vehicles " from motor cycles to tanks in use 
by Allied and Axis Powers during World War 11, with special emphasis on the soft-skinned types. The 
photographic illustrations for each vehicle, together with a full description of their general and technical 
data, makes it an outstanding reference book. It is obvious that the author spent time and effort into his 
research and collection of the material. 

It should also have a more than passing interest for boys in the age group twelve to fifteen years. 
R. ROBJNSON 

Combined Textbook of Obstetrics & Gynaecology. Eighth Edition. Sir DUGALD BAIRD. Edinburgh. E. & S. 
Livingstone Ltd., 1969. pp. xii + 950. Illustrated. 1508. , 
This text book, well known to generations of medical students and first published in 1923, makes 

another welcome appearance in this the eighth edition, following a period of seven years since the last 
edition and with a number of new contributors. Considering the amount of progress which has been 
made in the past seven years or more it might fairly be said that a new edition is overdue and it is pleasing 
to see that there has in fact been much updating of material and a number of completely new topics 
introduced. 

In particular the reviewer was interested in the new chapter on " Obstetrics in Tropical Conditions", 
and he felt that it might with benefit have been extended as it would seem that, with the steady deCline in 
maternal and perinatal mortality rates in the United Kingdom and the relative increase in normal mid
wifery, students of the future might well have to look more and more to the underdeveloped countries 
for practical experience and an understanding of abnormal midwifery. 

The important chapter on "Vital Statistics and Reproduction" wisely has been retained and 
expanded. Although perhaps not a very interesting subject for the average medical student, it is essential 
that he should be familiar from a very early stage in his training with this aspect of obstetrics, if he is to 
see his future practice and expertise in relationship to the work of others rather than in the light of his 
own experience. The use of statistics is a salutory method of assessing one's own success in dealing with 
patients. 

Unfortunately in a book of this size, which combines both obstetrics and gynaecology and attempts 
so much, one expects to find omissions and subjects which one would like to see treated more fully. In 
general it was felt the overall coverage given to gynaecology was somewhat limited and in particular 
much more detailed treatment of FaQlily Planning would have been welcome. The latter is one of the 
most important medical problems of present day and its importance is bound to grow. For this reason 
it is imperative that medical students should Qualify with more than a superficial knowledge. In the same 
field it was felt that a lot more could have been said on the subject of sterilisation of both male and 
female particularly in the light of present day attitudes to therapeutic abortion. 

Technically this is a beautifully produced book with good layout and illustrations, many of which 
are coloured. It is pleasurable to read and can be strongly recommended as a good basic textbook for 
undergraduate students and as a book of reference for the busy general practitioner. R. G. EMERsoN 

Notes on Medical Virology. Second Edition. MORAG C. TIMSBURY. Edinburgh. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 
1969. Pp vii + 124. Illustrated. 10s. 

This is a slim booklet (roughly of the same format as Lt. Col. Hart's Pocket Virology) easily carried 
in one's coat-pocket for ease of reference. For all those who are not specialist virologists this booklet 
offers an extraordinary amount of practical and valuable information set out in a most assimilable form. 
The illustrations and tables are clear and easily understood. The information is right up-to-date, thus 
Burkitt's Lymphoma and the Epstein-Barr virus, the Australia Antigen and hepatitis, the Corona
viruses in common colds are mentioned. 

The clinical features and epidemiology of the diseases are described together with the characteristics 
of the viruses concerned, methods of laboratory diagnosis and details of the viral vaccines in current 
use. 
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For the reader who desires more details on some point, references to literature are appended to 
each chapter. 

This booklet is excellent value for 10 shillings, and is well worth the price. E. E. VELLA 

The Evolution of Preventive Medicine in the United States Army. 1607-1939. STANHOPE BAYNE-JONES. 
Washington, D.C. Office of the Surgeon General, Department of the Army, 1968. Pp. xiii + 
253. $2.50. 

This is a fascinating book, covering as it does the 332 years between the founding of the English 
settlement of Jamestown, Virginia, and the beginning of the Second World War in 1939. 

It is axiomatic that the successful practice of military preventive medicine is by no means solely 
dependent on the efforts of military surgeons and physicians. Dynamism on the part of commanders is 
vital-and it is clear that General George Washington undertook to the full his responsibility as a 
commander in regard to the health and welfare of his soldiers. 

His broadside" Of Cleanliness ", General Orders issued at Headquarters Peeks-Kill in 1777, could, 
with benefit, be read by our commanders and their staffs of today, when preparing their Standing Orders 
for Health. 

The interdependence of military and civilian preventive medicine, and the benefits which one can 
confer upon the other are clearly illustrated. On the one hand, for example, the discoveries of Jenner 
led in 1812 to the introduction of vaccination of recruits against smallpox-supplanting the inoculation 
with variola virus which had been initiated by General Washington in 1777. On the other, the service to 
mankind rendered by Major WaIter Reed's Yellow Fever Commission (1900-1901) is virtually immeasur
able. 

The book is well illustrated, principally with portraits of distinguished workers in the field, and not 
the least of its attractions to the student of military history, as well as the general reader, is a compre
hensive list of references. H. G. SKINNER 

Postgraduate Medicine. I. J. T. DAVIES. London, Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd., 1969. Pp. viii + 324. 
Illustrated. 60s. 
This book represents the author's idea of" the basic requirements of current postgraduate medicine", 

with particular attention to " concepts, facts and ideas .... often ill understood by those working for the 
membership .... " In spite of its lists and tabulations, it is " intended to be read from cover to cover." 
The style is concise and dogmatic, requiring a degree of sophistication in the reader. For instance, "the 
drugs most commonly used (in malignant hypertension) are hexamethonium and pentolinium" is a 
statement that requires some perspective. Tropical sprue is not included in the list of causes of mal
absorption, although giardiasis is mentioned. Haematology is a major omission, while there is a short 
chapter on dermatology. 

Criticisms can be multiplied in such a personal and selective presentation, especially as there are 
obvious sacrifices to brevity. However, the book does serve some of its stated purposes, and is rapidly 
if not easily read, and it can be recommended as a quick review with useful information and stimulation 
for the discerning reader. . A. T. COOK 

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-116-01-11 on 1 January 1970. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/

