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SIXTY YEARS AG'O 
WE have noted many times how past problems keep cropping up time and again over the 
years. One such example is how the R.A.M.C. should be armed. This problem has 
produced many articles and letters one of which we reprint below as it shews such a 
practical and sensible approach. 

The letter's recommendations will awaken memories of the Peninsular War-the 
Rifle Bde were issued with sword bayonets for their Baker Rifles, but owing to a fault 
in design the bayonet bar or lug was placed too far forward on the rifle, and in con
sequence the heavy brass guard of the sword bayonet received the full force of the dis
charge and as a result the guard and hilt were soon distorted and the weapon made 
useless. The sword bayonets were not however withdrawn as they were invaluable as 
bill-hooks for cutting brushwood for huts and splitting wood for fires. 

MACHETE FOR THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

SIR.-On page 170, line 39, Royal Army Medical Corps Training, 1911, the following 
sentence occurs: "The tools required are a yard-measure, a tenon-saw or billhook, and 
a jack-knife." These are the tools required to adapt a Scotch haycart to the transport of 
wounded. It all looks beautifully simple and easy on paper when one imagines the yard
measure, &c. ready to hand. In actual practice one would more easily find the haycart 
than the tools, and the probability is that one would have to adapt the article with the 
aid of a jack-knife only. Any member of the Medical Service is supposed to be able to 
make stretchers, shelters for wounded, and many other things requiring cutting of wood, 
and the only tool he has to do it with is a clasp knife. When the Lancaster sword-bayonet 
was taken from the rank and file one thought that it was to be replaced by something 
useful, e.g. machete or kookri. Of the latter weapon I know nothing, but with the former 
a raw West Coast native will do most things. Most officers of the Corps find their way 
to the West Coast or West Indies these days, so no description of the weapon is needed; 
it is sufficient to say that the weapon is light, handy and not easily damaged; it can be 
easily sharpened on any stone, and easily cleaned. It is carried on the soldier in the same 
manner as the bayonet but lies flatter and more comfortably. To obtain a yard-measure 
with it is only necessary to mark out the back of the blade and handle into inches. The 
weapon seems to be peculiarly adapted to the needs of those whose work lies in field 
ambulances and clearing hospitals. Armed with the machete the rank and file of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps would have their yard-measure, &c. ready to hand, and one 
would hear less of" Where the--------is that--------chopper." 

Fleetwood. 
January 16, 1912. 

I have the honour to be Sir, 

Your obedient servant 

F. W. COTTON, 
Capt. R.A.M.C. 
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