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captain, and has authority over all the medical assistants in the hospitals, 
and generally over the regimental medical hospitals. In Belgrade there 
is a central army medical equipment depot, with a principal meJical 
officer in charge, and a central medical and surgical stores depot with the 
senior apothecary in charge. These stores supply all the military medical 
institutions with material and medicines, and have on charge all the 
equipment for medical services. Each division possesses a divisional 
medical supply depot. 

Medical officers also work in conjunction with the conscription (re
cruiting) commissions. There are also supervision commissions composed 
of two or three medical officers attached to each divisional staff, who 
decide as to fitness for military service in case of doubt. 

For training in special subjects of study, medical officers are sent to 
foreign universities for one or two years, as the Belgrade university has 
no medical faculty. The medical officers of the reserve are called in turn 
to take duty during the yearly manumvres, in the place of medical officers 
belonging to the active service, for fifteen to thirty days. 

The military medical service in war-time is organised on the same 
lines as the German Army. A medical battalion, i.e., the equivalent of 
the British field ambulances of a division, is composed of seven sections 
of fifty men each. W. G. M . 
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MILITARY PRISON DIETARIES. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE "JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SIR,-In the December issue of the Journal there is an interesting 
paper on "Military Prison Dietaries," by Lieutenant-Colonel A. M. Davies, 
R.A.M.C. (R). Colonel Davies gives the nutritive values of the four 
scales allowed by regulation, but does not mention two others, which are 
not at all uncommon in some of these institutions, namely, punishment 
diets Nos. 1 and 2. Punishment diet No. 1, consisting of 1 lb. of bread 
with water ad. lib. in twenty-four hours, is, of course, practically a starva
tion diet, and any man on it, even for a short time, is bound to lose 
weight. If Colonel Davies reads the Annual Report of the Inspector of 
Military Prisons and Detention Barracks, he will notice that the amount 
of punishment awarded in these places varies in a marked degree, and 
if he further analyses the nature of the punishments, he will probably 
find that when dietary punishment is the prevailing one, there also the 
loss of weight is very pronounced. 

I think this will explain the variations in weights in different 
prisons and detention barracks which Colonel Davies finds is difficult 
to account for. 

Margate, 
December 14th, 1908. 
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I am, &c., 
.T ORN R. MALI,INs, 

Lieutenant-Colonel R.A.M.C. (R). 

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-12-01-16 on 1 January 1909. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/



