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I hope that some other old" Coasters" with more service than mine on 
the Coast will write and confirm my experience. 

I am, Sir, &c., 
February 19th, 1909. J. ]'. BURKE, 

Major, R.A.1'vI.C., B.P. 

ENTERIC CARRIERS. 
~1'0 THE EDITOR OP THE" JOURNAL OP THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SIR, - In the current nnmber of the Journal it is stated in the 
Editorial that "Up to the present a practicable method of treating the 
chronic carrier has not been devised." 

With reference to this, I may say that some time ago I heard a most 
~ interesting paper read by Dr. T. Houston at a meeting of the Ulster 

Medical Association on a case of a typhoid carrier, where, after various 
treatments, including considerable doses of urotropine, had failed, the 
case was completely cured by three injections of antityphoid vaccine. 
The case has been fully reported in one of the last .numbers of the 
Lancet,1 but a most interesting sequel, which I have only heard from 
Dr. Houston to-day, is that two of the cases wh£ch we1'e infected by the 
origina.l carrier have now been discovered to be themselves carriers, and 
one of them is already yielding to vaccine treatment. It would be very 
interesting if Major Cochrane would try the vaccine treatment on his 
case if he has not already done so. 

I suggested at the Ulster medical meeting that it would be justifiable 
to the patient and beneficial to the community to give each case of 
enteric fever a course of vaccine injections before pronouncing it free from 
infection, or, at any rate, to do so where it was not possible to get a 
reliable bacteriological report, and in these cases a negative report cannot 
be absolutely reliable, as the bacilli may be hiding in the gall-bladder 
and only appear in the excretions intermittently, whereas 'the vaccine 
treatment would presumably clear them out of the entire system, if the 
vaccine was made from the rigbt strain of typboid bacilli, but in this, 
I think, lies the whole difficulty. In Dr. Houston's case, one carrier 
producing two others would lead one to think tbat there is a special breed 
of bacilli which produces" carriers." I should have mentioned that the 
vaccine used by Dr. Houston was made from the bacilli isolated from his 
patient. 

It will be interesting to note in the future if any cases of typhoid 
treated by vaccines as recommended by Captain Smallman become 
typhoid carriers. I am, &c., 

Belfast, G. J. STONEY ARCHER, 

February 9th, 1909. Captain, B.A.M.C. 

1 \Ve noted this interesting case, but as a short time has elapsed since the 
vaccine treatment, we think the cure is open to doubt. There is nothing novel in 
the vaccine treatment of "carriers." It has been carried on in London for some 
time, but up to the present .a definite cure has not been reported.-[EDITOR.] 
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