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THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 

By MAJOR S. F. CLARK. 
Royal A1'my Medical Corp8. 

IT is a calamity for us that Australia is no longer a Colonial station. 
The great majority of Britishers have no conception of the vastness of it 
-of its wealth, resources, climate, and general desirability. It ought 
to have a great future, and one hopeful sign is that its people are recog
nising their defenceless condition, and the Government has brought in 
a scheme of compulsory military training for all youths. For proper 
security Australia requires population, and its farcseeing men are doing 
their best to encourage immigration to its shores. 

During a recent visit to Sydney, I was hospitably received at the 
barracks, and was shown everything by the Australian Army Medical 
Corps. The barracks and hospital bad a familiar look about them; they 
were built in 1842, and were occupied by British troops till 1870. They 
are walled round in the old style, on ground that is very valuable, but 
at one time the officers' gardens extended to what is now the racecourse 
(or rather, one of many) and Sydney cricket ground. 

The Commonwealth troops have decided to adopt our sanitary 
organisation, and I accepted an invitation from the Council of the 
United Service Institution of New South Wales to deliver a lecture on 
our latest methods of sanitation. The Corps Journal reaches Sydney, 
and is thought well of. 

In Australia all troops are now under the Commonwealth Government, 
and are no longer managed by the different States. As the information 
contained in this article is published openly in Australia, no secrets are 
being divulged to foreign nations! The troops are divided into :-

(1) A permanent cadre force, consisting of the Staff, the Royal Austra
lian Artillery Regiment (garrison gunners), and small detachments of 
auxiliary corps, such as engineers, Army Service Corps, Medical Corps, 
&c. These are the regular troops, and they exist mainly for manning 
fortifications, for the maintenance of stores, and for instructional duties. 
This force also supplies the chief Commanders and the Staff in war. 

(2) A. field force of militia, furnished by the six Stat,es on a population 
basis. These men pursue their ordinary employment, but are paid so 
much for each parade they attend. 

(3) A garrison force-mainly unpaid volunteers. 
There are also Reserve Forces, consisting of members of rifle clubs 

and persons who have served. 
The backbone of this army is the militia force: it not only is the 

strongest numerically, but it consists of all arms; while the volunteers pro
vide infantry only, with (in New South Wales) twenty-four chaplains and 
twenty-six ladies. of the nursing reserve. The numbers of fighting men 
are .so small that they will not be mentioned in view of the proposed 
universal training. 
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In the Australian Army Medical Corps of New South Wales, which 
may be taken as an example of the organisation for all Australia, the 
permanent force consists of 10 of all ranks, the militia 240, and the 
volunteers 26 (nursing reserve). The volunteers, . however, have a certain 
regimental medical organisation in addition. 

The whole medical arrangements are under the Director·General 
(a surgeon.general), whose headquarters are at Melbourne. He, and a 
quartermaster for each State, are the only" whole time" medical officers, 
as. all other officers of the Australian Army Medical Corps must hold 
a militia commission. One of these militia officers is in charge of the 
military hospital at Sydney, and does all medical work needed by the per· 
manent troops. He has no disciplinary power over his hospital staff, 
however (the ten regulars), who are commanded by the A.A.G. 

The uniform of the Australian Army Medical Corps is based on ours, 
but now practically only khaki serge is issued. It is of the universal 
Commonwealth pattern, but all ranks wear a chocolate·coloured tab as 
a Corps mark, while each man has a leather pouch in which dressings are 
carried. The motto of the Corps is " Paulatim" (little by little), and 
the badge is a Geneva cross with a spray of laurel on each side, the whole 
enclosed in a six· pointed star, with a crown on top and the motto below. 
Orderlies are not divided into sections. Owing to the small numbers of 
sick, nursing sisters are not employed in peace time, but the ladies of the 
reserve undergo a week's training in the' military hospital every year. 
Cases of venereal disease lose all pay while they are in hospital. 

The King's Regulations do not run in Australia, where they have their 
own rules. The medical regUlations are based on ours, and the equip. 
ment is after the British pattern, but tortoise tents and Norton stretchers 
are used freely. Our field ambulance organisation is about to be adopted. 

The Australian Army Medical Corps differs from us in one important 
point, in that it has its own transport. At the hospital I was shown 
endless ambulance wagons, general service carts, and Maltese carts, 
with all the necessary harness and saddles. The drivers are all Australian 
Army Medical Corps men. During peace time horses are not kept, but 
once they are provided, on mobilisation, no other corps has any say in 
regard to them. 

Each State has a Principal Medical Officer (militia), who may be of 
any rank, combatant titles being used all through the corps. 
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