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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

THE QUEEN ALEXANDRA MILITARY HOSPITAL 

sm - I have been asked to write a book about The Queen Alexandra Military 
Hospital and 18 Company R.AM.C. Millbank from their opening in 1903 until their 
recent closure. 

I would therefore appreciate the courtesy of space in your Journal to make a 
general enquiry for assistance from any person who was associated with either 
during this period of time, (who feel they have recollections, or· even photographs 
or other mementos) that will prove useful in the compilation of such a book. All 
photographs and mementos will be well looked after, and returned in due course. 

I would ask anyone who is able to assist me in my researches, to write to me 
at the address below. 

Brigadier J. J. Voller, 
clo Regimental Headquarters, R.AM.C., 

Royal Army Medical College, Millbank. 
London SWIP 4RJ. 

I am, etc., 
J. J. VOLLER. 

CAPTIVE SURGEON IN HONG KONG 

"The Story of the British Military Hospital, Hong Kong, 

1942-1945" 

SIR, In December 1941, when Hong Kong was surrendered, the British Military 
Hospital, then sited in Bowen Road fell into Japanese hands. It was structurally 
damaged by aerial bombs and artiIIery fire but well able to carry out its function as 
a hospital. The Japanese then concentrated in the hospital all seriously wounded 
allied service personnel, except for Indian troops, who for Japanese political reasons 
were kept segregated in hospital and prisoner of war camps. The hospital in Bowen 
Road was allowed to retain its own staff, though a few helpers were added later 
from allied sources. The trained nurse members of the Queen Alexandra Imperial 
Military Nursing Service and the Royal Naval Nursing Service, together with 
their volunteer women auxiliaries were removed to civil internment, to their 
immense disgust in August 1942, but the hospital continued to care for the. 
wounded and for sick from prisoner of war camps. 

I was senior surgeon in the armed services in Hong Kong, and when Lieuten
ant-Colonel C. O. Shackleton was removed to a P.O.W. camp by the Japanese, also 
in August 1942 I took charge of the hospital, first in Bowen Road. and later, in 

. March 1945 in the Central British School, Kowloon. which had its name changed 
some years later to King George V School. I remained in charge until our relief 
at the end of August 1945. The experience of this hospital is unique in our military 
history. and I considered it desirable that the details should be chronicled as a con-

. tribution to the history of the Corps and the Colony. Before our hospital records 
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were destroyed by the Japanese in June 1945 we had successfully hidden diaries 
which I had maintained for three years, and I recovered these intact after the 
Japanese surrender in 1945. These diaries and other relevant papers which sur
vived now rest in the Muniment Room in the Royal Army Medical College. 

In my story I have included records of food received as rations from the 
Japanese, how this was augmented from other sources, and I give illustrative 
menus at different stages. I gave an account of events and of the working routine 
and conditions in the hospital, and I have allowed myself some comments made 
in the seventies on events which took place over thirty years earlier. I have been 
aCle, also to give a list of staff who served in the hospital. 

The story was printed in full in the Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society, Volume 5, 1975 which appeared in print in March 1977. 
This may be obtained from the Honorary Librarian of the Society, P.O. Box 13864, 
Hong Kong, price Hong Kong dollars 25, postage extra. A copy has been pre
sented to the Library, Royal Army Medical College, and the title is included in 
an Accession List of the Ministry of Defence Library. 

Unfortunately the story is too long to be printed in the Journal of the 
R.AM.C., and it is not suitable for serialisation. I suspect that some members of 
the Army Medical Services might find interest in reading the story, and I should 
be gratified if its existence might be brought to their notice through the Journal 
and the Magazine .. 

25 Vicarage Court, 
Vicarage Gate, 

London W8 4HE. 
18 February 1978. 

I am, etc., 
DONALD C. BOWIE. 

(Editor'S note: Readers will be pleased to learn that D.D.M.S. Hong Kong has 
presented two further bound copies of "Captive Surgeon in Hong Kong" to RA.M. 
College Library. Individuals or Units may borrow these copies on request from 
the Librarian.) 

A CASE OF NERVE DEAFNESS IN EARLY SYPHILIS 

SIR - I read with interest Colonel Livesey's and Colonel O'Rorke's paper on 'A 
Case of Nerve Deafness in Early Syphilis' in the October 1977 number of the Jour
nal (l. roy. Army med. Cps 1977 123, 128-131). 

I am a little surprised that the authors argue that the case suggests that early 
diagnosis of syphilis would be improved by the addition of the Treponemal Hae
magglutination Test (TPHA) to local facilities. 

The TPHA is an admirable test, introduced for use at the Royal Army Medical 
College VD reference serology unit in 1977 to replace the less sensitive Reiter's Pro
tein Complement Fixation Test (RPCFT). 

The VDLR or its current improvement the RST (Lederle) slide test was re
tained for use for the sole reason that in screening sera to outrule lues, the reagin 
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type tests became positive before the TPHA and that using TPHA alone would 
miss many cases of early syphilis. 

I feel that what this case report does emphasize however, is the vital require
ment to examine a further specimen of the patient's serum at least 28 days after the 
last known contact before giving serological clearance for primary syphilis. My 
experience over the past twenty years of the Army VD serology unit at the Royal 
Army Medical College leads me to suggest that the clearance period from last 
contact shouJd be six weeks rather than 28 days ruling out the possibility of lues 
from clinical consideration. 

Microbiologist, 
Royal Army Medical College, 

Millbank, London SWIP 4RJ. 
21 February 1978. 

MEDICAL JOURNALS 

I am, etc., 
D. GOODE. 

srn - We are bringing the Medical Library at Rinteln up to date and have a 
list of Journals that we require to complete sets. 

It would be a great help to us if a letter, and preferably the list enclosed could 
be published in the Journal, in order that we stand a chance of receiving missing 
copies from our readers. 

Without vast and probably unjustified expenditure there is apparently no other 
way of completing our collection. We have already liaised with all other British 
Military Hospital Libraries on this subject. 

British Military Hospital, 
Rinteln, 

British Forces Post Office 29. 
20 November 1977. 

I am, etc., 
S. N. SLAFFER. 

(Editor's Note: It is regretted that space precludes publication of the list of journals 
mentioned in the above letter, but it is hoped that our readers will correspond 
directly with the British Military Hospital, Rinteln, should they wish to assist in 
this worthy cause). ' 

THE DOCTOR'S HORSE 

SIR - I have just received the Corps Journal of October 1977 and read your 
editorial "The Doctor's Horse". 

Having commented that "Dr. Bryden's name lives on" you have unfortunately 
cast doubt on the statement bymis-spelling his name-I think you will find he 
called himself William Brydon ! 

He had a fascinating military career starting with the upfising at Kabul in 
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1567 Westminster Place, 
Burlington, Ontario, 

Canada L7P 2B4. 
7 February 1978. 

Letters to the Editor 

P.S. I do not know the name of his horse either! 
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