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MAN<EUVRES OF THE 6TH (POONA) DIVISION 
DURING 1909. 

By MAJOR F. J. WADE-BROWN. 
Royal Army Medical Oorps. 

ALTHOUGH exiled from the pleasant associations connected with 
home service I am glad to be able to say that I have not been 
severed, from the work I have been interested in for such a long time, 
viz., work in connection with the field organisation of the Medical 
Department of the Army. 

A few days after landing in this country I was informed by the 
Surgeon-General of the 6th Division that important manoouvres 
were about to take place, and that I had been appointed Principal 
Medical Officer of the Field Force. 

Such information naturally at first filled me with delight, but 
when I realised that I was in India and not in England, and should 
have to become rapidly acquainted with the intricate workings of 
the medical branch of the Indian Army, my delight was temporarily 
transformed into anxiety. However, everything turned out much 
better than I at first anticipated, thanks to the support I received 
from the officers of the Headquarter Staff and from the officers of 
the Royal Army Medical Corps and the Indian Medical Service, 
with whom I had the pleasure of working. 

The countries at war represented Great Britain and the civilised 
state of Khed; this is explained in the "General Idea" which is 
inserted. 

The British Force consisted of the 1st and 2nd and 6th Divisions. 
The 1st and 2nd were imaginary, the 6th (Poona) Division and 
Khedite Force being composed as follows :-

BRITISH FORCE (6TH POONA DIVISION). 
1st (Ahmednagar) Brigade: 2nd Battalion Worcestershire 

Regiment; 73rd Carnatic Infantry; 110th Mahratta Light Infantry; 
123rd Outram's Rifles. 2nd (Poona) Brigade: 1st Battalion 
Lincolnshire Regiment; 1st Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment; 
114th Mahratta Light Infantry; 127th Baluchistan Light Infantry. 
3rd (Belgaum) Brigade: 2nd Battalion Leicestershire Regiment; 
64th Pioneers; 66th Punjabis; 103rd Mahratta Light Infantry. 
Divisional Troops: Two Companies Mounted Infantry; three 
Batteries Royal Field Artillery;. one Section B, Volunteer Artillery 
(Poona Company); Howitzer Section (Royal Garrison Artillery, 
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34 Mamceuvres of the 6th (Poona) Division during ] 909 

Bombay); Mountain Battery (Royal Garrison Artillery, Bombay) ; 
three Companies Sappers and Miners; 34th Poona Horse; 107th 
Pioneers; Poona Volunteer Rifles. 

'KHEDITE FORCE. 

(Representing two brigades and the extra troops.) 

Two Sections Royal Field Artillery (each representing a battery) ; 
Wing 1st Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment; 26th Llight Cavalry; 
one Company 3rd Sappers and Miners; 79th Carnatic Infantry; 80th 
Carnatic Infantry; 109th Infantry. . 

By the kind permission of Major-General Alderson, commanding 
the Division, I am allowed to publish the general and special idea 
and a map of the country; also his most jnteresting appreciation, 

GENERAL· IDEA. 
All references to the Manceuvre Map, "Map of Country of KHED." 

, -

The Mula, the Mutha Mula, and the Bhima rivers are the south coast 
line of a civilised State, of which the eastern, northern, and western 
boundaries coincide with the boundaries of the· Poona district'(vide map). 
Other independent States lie beyond these boundaries. The name of 
the State is KHED, and by this name it will henceforth be referred to. 

KHED is a fertile country, and is also rich in iron, coal, and other 
minerals. Its capital, CHAKAN, is the centre of its commercial manu
facturies, and among other industries KHED has a· large small arms 
manufactory at KHADKALA. and an ammunition factory in the VISAPUR 
FORT, five mile.s sOllth-west of KHADKALA. 

In spite of the richness of the ,country the KHED Government, owing 
to mismanagement and extensive peculation, find it difficult to make the 
revenue meet the expenditure. Under these circumstances an unscrupu
lous Ministry determine to endeavour to cover their own defalcations by 
making illegitimate use of the Government small arms factory at KHADKALA 
and of the ammunition factory in Fort VISAPUR; in plain language by 
" gun-running." . 

This goes on s,uccessfully for some time, in spite of the endeavours of 
the British Government, to" discover where t.he arms and ammunition, 
which they know are continually being landed in the Persian Gulf, and 
hence passed into AFGHA~nSTAN, come from .. At last the lucky capture 
by H.M.S. "PROSERPINE" of a dhow with 1,500 rifles, all marked 
"KHADKALA," and a large amount of ammunition marked" VISAPUR," 
throws light on the matter. . 

Remonstrances on the .part of ·the British Government naturally 
follow, and many" Notes" are exchanged, but no satisfaction is obtained. 
In December, 190B,the British· Government send KHim an ultimatum 
and issue orders for the mobilisation of. an army corps, and' for the 
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36 Manceuvre8 of the 6th (Poona) Division during 1909 

prepa.ration of the necessary transports. The KHEDITES are hoodwinked 
by their unscrupulous Ministry and the ultimatum is ignored. 

The British Government declare war, and the Expeditionary Force 
embarks at Southampton on January 1st, 1909. 

The KHED regular army, though small (about one Division) is quite 
as efficient as the British, and is believed to be more mobile. It is not 
known whether the KHEDITE people will be openly. hostile, but it is 
certain that 'they will be passively so. 

The sympathies of the States on KHED'S eastern, northern and western 
boundaries are with that country, and, in the event of a reverse to the 
British arms, these States will probably throw in their lot with KHED. 

KHED has no coast defence and its navy is too small to be seriously 
considered. 

Except for the supposition regarding KHED'S coastline all of the 
features of the country will be taken exactly as they are. 

SPECIAL IDEA, BRITISH. 
All references to the Manceuvre Map, "Map of Coun:try of KHED." 
While the British Expeditionary Force is on the sea, European com

plications arise, and, in passing Aden, its Oommander receives instructions 
to the effect that it is most desirable that the Khed Oapital, CHAKAN, 
should be occupied and the factories at KHADKALA and FORT VISAPUR 
destroyed, as soon as possible; the KHEDITES being thus obliged to sue 
for peace and the British troops being set free for service elsewhere. 

On receiving these instructions the General Officer Oommanding the 
Expeditionary Force decides on the following plan of campaign :-

To land the Force in KIRKEE Bay. 
To march himself with the 1st and 2nd Divisions on CHAKAN, and to 

order the 6th (Poona) Division to march on KHADKALA and VISAPUR. 
The available suitable beach for a landing in KIRKEE BAY is known to 

be small, and, to avoid confusion, and also having in view the considerably 
greater distance of its objectives, the General Officer Commanding the 
Expeditionary Force directs that the 6th Division should land first. 
Further, in order that this Division may at once commence its march 
inland, he decides that the other two Divisions shall 'find all the necessary 
personnel for the defence and organisation of the base. But, owing to 
the divergence of its route from that to be taken by the rest of the Force, 
the General Officer Commanding orders that the 6th Division should 
provide for the safety of its own line of communication. 

Subject to the above conditions the General Officer Commanding the 
Expeditionary Force gives the General Officer Commanding the 6th 
Division a free hand to carry out his instructions, merely (after, of 
course, seeing him personally) asking him to prepare and submit for 
approval a draft of his orders for disembarkation, and of his proposed 
plan of action as far as the latter can be foreseen. 
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F. J. Wade-Brown 37 

At midnight on February 1st, 1909, the transports of the 6th Division 
are steaming with lights out and convoyed by cruisers in such a position 
that, should the weather remain favourable, the landing can commence 
by daybreak on February 2nd. ' 

ApPRECIATION OF THE SITUATION. 
All references to the Manmuvre Map, " Map of Conntry of KHED." 

In his interview with the General Officer Commanding the Expedi
tionary Force, the General Officer Commanding the 6th Division appre
ciates the situation (for that Division only) as follows:-

i. The 6th Division is ordered to take KHADKALA and Fort VISAPUR, 
and destroy the factories at those places. 

Il. The exact position of the KHED main army is not known. 
It may, however, be safely assumed that, while mobile troops, watch 

the coastline, the bulk of the army will be concentrated at some place 
from whence it can move quickly to oppose a landing at any threatened 
spot should sufficient notice be obtained, or, failing such notice, to bar an 
advance on CHAKAN, or on KHADKALA and VISAPUR. 

Looking at the map, and then considering the communications, and 
also the fact that KIRKEE BAY is about the only place on the KHED coast 
line really suitable for the landing of a large force, it seems that some
where in the vicinity of SHELARVADI station is a likely place for the 
concentration. 

[For other reasons for this conclusion vide para. V. (B).] 
The strength of the KHED regular army is known to be about a 

Division. How much of this will be placed in the field army is not 
known, but sound reasoning says it all should be. 

The strength of the KHED Territorial Forces is not known, but it is 
considered that their fighting value would not be great in the open field, 
though they will probably be useful behind entrenchments. 

Ill. The strength of the 6th Division is as in the" Order of Battle" 
attached. Its position at 12 midnight, February 1st, 1908, 'is at such 
and such a distance from the coast, that, should the weather continue 
fine, the Division should be able to commence landing at daybreak on 
February 2nd. 

IV. Considerations which appear to affect both sides are as follows :
(A) Relative Strengths.- These are actually about equal, but the 

KHEDITES have also to deal with the rest of the Expeditionary Force, and 
possibly they may think it necessary to detach some Regulars to stiffen 
their Territorial Garrisons. It may therefore be assumed that, at the 
point of contact, the 6th Divisiou should find itself superior in numbers 
by from 3 to 2 to 4 to 1. 

This is none too much when strong positions may have to be attacked. 
(B) Moral.-This may be taken as equal. Whatever fears the Khedites 
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38 Manwuvres of the 6th (Poona) Division dU10 ing 1909 

may have will be· allayed by the hope of their neighbours joining with 
them in catching us in a trap. Our troops will feel, as they always do, 
that whatever their Commander orders will be carried out. 

(0) Possible Reinforcernents.-Having in view the European complica
tions which have'arisen (vide SpecialIdea, British), reinforcements for the 
Expeditionary Force, as a whole do not seem probable, even if the Govern
ment has them, and the necessary transports ready. It does not, how
ever, s\3em unreasonable to think that the other two Divisions, being so 
close, should be able to give the 6th Division .some assistance should it 
get into difficulties. 

On the other hand, should the neighbouring States of PEN-KARJAT, 
THANA, and AHMEDNAGAR join KHED, the numbers of the enemy's regular 
troops will be more than trebled. 

(D) The Influence of Politics.-It seems that this will considerably 
affect both sides. For us it will certainly mean hurry, probably the 
leaving in KHED of too small a force after the operations are over, and 
possibly even a complete withdrawal before they are really concluded. 

For KHED the influence of politics will probably act both ways. In the 
first place the unscrupulous Ministry, fearing the populace, which it has 
hoodwinked and brought to invasion, will naturally be adverse to risking 
the whole of the small regular army in trying to deal a decisive blow. 
Its strategy will, therefore, be narrow-minded, weak, and vacillating. 

In the second place, it appears probable that politics will be favourable 
to KHED, in that the natural sympathies of the neighbouring States will 
bring them to its aid, especially when they know that the force we have 
landed is not a very large one, and when they hear of our European 
complications. 

Thirdly, it may be said that, should the capital and the factories be 
taken and the neighbouring States not join them, such a Government as 
KHED has will sue for peace at, once, rather than embark on a guerilla 
war for which their country, to the north of an east and west line, drawn 
about 10 miles north of CHAKAN, is suitable, but which (i.e., such a war) 
would entail the loss of all that they govern for-viz., position and 
emolument! 

(E) Topography.-The country which lies between KHADKALA and 
CHAKAN and the coast is very similar to that which extends for some 
30 miles to the north and north-west of Poona, in India. For some 
10 miles inland to the north and north-west of KIRKEE BAY the country 
is comparatively flat, and, though undulating, dotted with kopjes and 
patches of cultivation, and intersected with nullahs, it offers no great 
obstaele to the movements of all arms. 

The same may be said of the upper valleys of the PAUNA and INDRA
YANI rivers, i.e., those portions to the west and north-west of SHELARVADI 
station, though the movement of troops is naturally more restricted as 
these valleys become narrower. 
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'F. J. Wade- Htown 39 

It is near SHELARVADI station that. the eastern end of the range of 
the hills, on which Fort VISAPUR stands (some 15 miles away to the west), 
juts out into the plain, and divides the upper valleys of the PAUNA arid 
INDRAYANI rivers. 

To describe this range is to describe the nature of all the hills shown 
in the map. Its altitude is about 2,000 feet, its sides are steep and 
rugged, and covered with sharp-edged boulders, and here and there with 
scanty brushwood. Its top varies from 100 yards to half a mile wide, is 
fairly flat and covered with grass. The range is quite unsuited for the 
action of, though not absolutely inaccessible to, mounted men. In places 
on it it is possible to man-handle guns up specially prepared paths, or 
improved existing tracks. ' 

The rivers, which may be taken to be in the possible sphere of the 
operations of the 6th Division, are as follows :-

(1) The PAUNA (for course vide map). 
Though its banks are steep in places, this river is passable almost 

anywhere at this time of year (February). 
(2) The INDRAYANI (for course vide map). 
The same remark applies to this river as to the PAUNA. 
The most important strategical point appears to be the spot where the 

KIRKEE-KADKALA roads and the G.LP. Railway run between the VISAPUR 
range and the INDRAYANI river, north of SHELARVADI station. 

(F) Positions.-Judging from the map it does not appear that the 
country, especially as regards the general direction of the watersheds, 
lends itself well for the enemy to bar an advanceori KHADKALA by the 
direct road from KIRKEE BAY, because the left flanks of all of the map 
positions facing south are "en l'air," and easily turned by the plain 
between them and the INDRAYANI river. 

The possible exception may be the high ground south of TALEGOAN 
DABHADA, used in conjunction with the river above mentioned as far east 
as DEHu. It does not seem unlikely that the enemy may make a stand 
here. 

On the AHIRvADI-LoNAvLA road (and the former place is the one 
alternative landing-place to KIRKEE BAY, there appear to be many places 
in which a few determined men could bar the road and take a long time 
to turn out. 

(G) Commtmications.-As far inland from KIRKEE BAY as SHELARVADI 
station, there are' three roads the Division could use (vide map), the 
centre one being the main one and in very good repair; the other two are 
quite usable at this time of the year (February). There are no severe 
gradients on any of these roads. 

North of SHELARVADI the map shows the main road only, but there 
are probably some country roads and paths which could be used. 

The AHIRVADI-LoNAVLA road has been mentioned in para. (F) 
Apparently some of its gradients are steep. 
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40 ManceU1Yl'eS of the 6th (Poona) Division dU10ing 1909 

The Great Indian Peninsula Railway, a broad-gauge double line, runs 
direct from KIRKEE BAY to KADKALA without apparently crossing any 
bridge of importance before reaching the latter place; therefore any 
damage that the enemy may do to the line should not take long to make 
good. This renders it important for us to endeavour to seize any roIling 
stock there may be at· KIRKEE, directly we land. 

(H) Supply.-The country is fertile and thickly populated, hence 
supplies shoz~ld be plentiful. On the other hand, the inhabitants are 
hostile and may hide, carry off, or destroy a great deal of the supplies. 
However, ready-money, especially in their own coinage, will generally 
induce some of the inhabitants of any country to produce supplies when 
they exist ! 

(K) Climate.-At this time of the year almost perfect for campaigning 
without tents. There is no rain, the days are warm, and the nights are 
cool, but not too cold. . 

(L) Water.-There should be an adequate supply-for men from the 
numerous u·ells, and for animals from the many tanks, and the pools in 
the beds of the half-dried rivers and streams. 

V. These appear to be as follows:-
(A) On receiving news as to the locality of a landing, to hurry all 

available troops to the spot and endeavour to oppose the actual landing. 
Judging by the map the communications do not lend themselves to 

this, except in the case of KIRKEE BAY. Further, should such news be 
merely that of a feint of landing, the Khed Commander might find himself 
farther away from CHAKAN and KHADKALA than we ,vere at the spot at 
which we actually landed. In this case we, with our superior strength, 
could mask the Khed Field Army, and march straight on the Capital. 

Though history shows that such a course has sometimes resulted 
badly (even for Napoleon), it is certainly one that the Khed Government 
would fear to take the risk of giving us the opportunity of adopting. 

(B) Watch the coastline with a few mobile troops and armed inhabi
tants, and keep the main army concentrated at some place from which 
it could march easily and quickly to bar an advance on CHAKAN, KHAD
KALA, or VISAPUR, and possibly even to engage us before Our landing was 
completed. 

Looking at the map, SHELARVADI Station appeaJ;s to be the most 
suitable place if this course is adopted, for the following reasons:-

(1) It is about equidistant from CHAKAN, KHADKALA, and VISAPUR. 
(2) It is in the centre of the possible position for barring our advance 

mentioned in para. IV. (F), and troops concentrated. there could be 
working at the preparation of this position. 

(3) From there three good parallel roads lead direct to KIRKEE BAY. 
(4) SHELARVADI is on the direct road and railway line to KHADKALA, 

and is connected with CHAKAN by the main road in two directions (though 

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-13-01-03 on 1 July 1909. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/


F. J. Wade-Brown 41 

by somewhat circuitous routes), and it probably has country roads which 
lead direct to the Capital via DEHu, and also via CHICKLI. 

(0) Possibly the enemy may think that his Field Army is too small to 
seriously oppose our advance, and may merely harass it and defend his 
vital points, trusting to the neighbouring States to intervene before these 
are taken. 

(D) He might draw off to a flank-say, base himself on the TIKONA 
Fort-and strike at our communications. In this case we should have to 
again decide whether we should mask him and march on, or diverge and 
try and bring him to action. It does not, however, appear probable that 
the Khed Government would consent to its Field Army adopting this course. 

(E) Thinking it hopeless to really stop our advance, the enemy might 
again merely harass it, abandon the Capital, and also KHADKALA, and 
transfer the seat of Government to J UNNAR. This would be following the 
example of the Boers prior to the occupation of Pretoria. It would oblige 
us to fight a guerilla war in the intricate country north of Cbakan, would 
indefinitely prolong the campaign, and render it much more difficult and 
costly for us. 

Fortunately, we may again assume that such a self-sacrificing, patriotic 
step will not commend itself to the selfish Khed Government. 

Reviewing the five above-mentioned courses which seem open to the 
enemy, it seems that we may say that, though the last· named would, 
because of the time it would give for PEN-KAR.JAT, THANA, and AHMED
NAGARtO make up their minds, and for our European complications to 
develop, and so make· us unable to spare three Divisions for a side-issue 
like the Khed Campaign, be the best, in the long run, for the enemy to 
adopt, yet it is most probable that he will actually adopt course (B). 

In dealing with the enemy, should he adopt course (B), we must 
never forget that we must try to so severely handle him that he has no 
heart left to afterwards adopt course (E), which is the one that would be 
the most inconvenient for us. 

[N.B.] -Nothing is known of the character of the KHED Commander. 
VI. There seem to be three courses open to us :-
(A) To move the whole Division by the KIRKEE BAY-KHADKALA 

main road, dealing with circumstances as they arise. 
(B) To move the whole Division by the AHIRVADI-LoNAvLA road. 
(0) To move the bulk Gf the Division as in· (A), and a detachment as 

in (B). 

(A) is sound, though may not be brilliant, strategy. 
(B), having in view the nature of the road,and of the country, and 

also the distance that the Division would be from the other two Divisions, 
with a difficult country intervening, does not seem sound strategy. 

(0), though there may be some slight risk for the detached force using 
the AHIRVADI.LoNAvLA road, seems to be the best course for many reasons. 

(1) It will surprise the enemy, as it will probably be unexpected. 
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42 Man03UV1'e.~ of the 6th (Poona) Division during 1909 

(2) The detached force on the AHIRV AD! road will act as a flank guard 
to the rest of the Division. 

(3) The detached force will be able to watch the PEN-KARJAT border, 
and its presence will act as a deterrent to that State. 

(4) On receiving the news of the two landings the enemy will be in 
doubt as to which is the real one, and will thus be mystified. 

(5) The landing at AHIRVADI will give a second base, which our 
complete command of the sea makes quite· safe. 

(6) The detached force, by giving a second pivot, will increase the 
power of manoouvre of the 6th Division, while it will only be some 15 
miles off from the left of the rest of the Division, and the two forces will 
be converging all the time. 

(7) Should the enemy hold the position named in para. V. (B), the 
detached force can strike at his communications with KHADKALA and 
VISAPUR. 

(8) Should the enemy decide to withdraw to a flank, as mentioned in 
para. V. (D), the detached force will threaten his rear. 

(9) The detached force should compel the enemy to detach troops to 
protect KHADKALA and V ISAPUR. 

(10) The most effective way to use superior force is to envelop the 
enemy. The two lines of advance give the General Officer Commanding 
the 6th Division power to do this from either flank. 

(11) The detached force places that part of the Khed Army that may 
oppose the direct advance from KIRKEE BAY in the awkward position of . 
having its line of communications more or less parallel to its front. 

(12) If not directed to converge towards the rest of the Division before 
it reaches LONAVLA, the detached force can place itself astride of the 
railway line and the road at that place. It will then cut the direct line 
of the Khed communications with PEN-KARJAT. In any case some 
portion of the detached force should be able to break up the line and cut 
the telegraph wires. ' , 

(13) Finally, with average fortune, the detaching of the 1st Brigade 
should enable the General Officer Commanding 6th Division to bring 
about what Moltke has laid down .as the highest form of generalship, that 
is the junction of two previously separated forces on the field of battle, 
and thus so thoroughly crush the enemy that he will not be able to do 
what would be the most inconvenient thing for us that he could do, viz., 
fight a guerilla war in the difficult country to the north of KHADKALA and 
CHAKAN.1 . 

I There were also five outside reasons for the detaching of this brigade: (I) To give 
a brigadier a taste of his own; (2) to test the system of communication; (3) to see if 
the move could be kept secret until the bdgade "landed"; (4) to create additional 
interest; (5) to illustrate what Moltke bas called the most difficult operation of war, 
i.e., the concentration of previously separated forces on the field of battle. 

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-13-01-03 on 1 July 1909. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/
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It may be objected to this detachment that it so weakens the 6th 
Division that it might not be strong enough to attack the enemy, should 
he occupy the position named in para. V. (B). 

Against this objection it can be said that, should proper direction of 
the detached force fail to enable the General Officer Commanding the 6th 
Division to manceuvrethe enemy out of this position, or to compel him 
also to detach troops, the other two Divisions will be so close to the 6th 
Division as they advance on CHAKAN, that to temporarily detach troops 
from them to its assistance would be easy and delay their advance (for 
which there is more time than for that of the 6th Division) but little. 

VII. The General Officer Commanding the 6th Division proposes the 
following :- . 

The 6th Division to land at daybreak (covering parties landing just 
before) on February 2nd, as follows :-

(a) 2nd Infantry Brigade, Mountain Battery (4 guns), Half-Company 
Mounted Infantry, Half-Company of Sappers and Miners, under the Com
mand of Brigadier-General J. C. Swann, C.B., to land at AHIRVADI and 
march on LONAVLA by AHIRVADI-LoNAVLA road. 

(b) The rest of the Division to land in KIRKEE BAY and march on 
KHAD~ALA by the main road. 

NOTES. 

(1) Communication to be maintained between the 2nd Brigade and 
the Divisional Headquarters in four different ways: 

I. By wireless telegraphy between AHIRVADI and KIRKEE BAY, and 
hence by air line from each end to the headquarters of the respective 
General Officers Commanding. 

n. By cable direct, as the respective headquarters advance. 
In. By visual signalling. 
IV. By mounted men. 
(2) More mounted troops are not sent with the 2nd Brigade on 

account of the unsuitable nature of the country for them. 
In proposing the above line of action the General Officer Oommanding 0 

the 6th Division has taken into consideration all the points mentioned in 
para. VI. (0), and also the two facts that, owing to the European com-
plications, and the probable intervention of the States of PEN-KARJAT, -
THANA, and AHMEDNAGAR, it is necessary that the objects in view be 
accomplished quickly, and that it is also necessary that the enemy be so 
crushed and crippled that he is not in a position to embark on a guerilla 
war, and by so doing prolong the campaign indefinitely, with the result 
that the European complications may compel the British Government to 
withdraw the troops before the Khedites can be brought to terms. 
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44 Manwuvres of the 6th (Poona) Division d'ltring 1909 

COURSE OF THE CAMPAIGN. 
Briefly what took place was as follows:- ' 
On the night of January 31st the 2nd Brigade with a Mounted 

Battery, Half-Company Mounted Infantry, and Half-Company 
Sappers and Miners, commenced to march to AHIRVADI (AHIRVADI 
represented a second port of disembarkation). It" disembarked " 
at AHIRVADI at daybreak on February 2nd, and marched on 
LONAVLA and KHADKALA. 

The 1st and 3rd Brigades and the remainder of the Divisional 
troops landed at daybreak on February 2nd in KIHKEE BAY and 
marched towards KHADKALA. 

On February 4th, at about 5 a.m., the 2nd Brigade was caught in 
a perimeter camp and wiped out. An hour afterwards the KHEDITE 
force was hemmed in by the 1st and 3rd Brigades and had to 
surrender, and the prisoners of the 2nd Brigade were retaken. 
This ended the first part of the war. 

On February 5th, at 4 p.m., the neighbouring tribes PEN-KARJAT, 
THANA, and AHMEDNAGAR (represented by the KHEDITE force) came 
on the scene. The British force, which, on account of European 
complications, had been ordered to re-embark, then fought a rear- ' 
guard action from VADGAON towards the base at KIRKEE BAY. 

As soon as the General and Special Ideas had been made known 
all medical officers were ordered to send an " appreciation" as soon 
as possible to the Headquarter Offices at Poona, and were directed, 
in this appreciation, to pay special attention to the following points, 
viz.: Description of the force, its composition and strength (Poona 
Division only, less Bombay Brigade), complete medical personnel 
and hospital establishments required for such a force (vide Field 
Service Departmental Code, Medical; Field Service Regulations, 
India, War Establishments; Field Service Pocket Book); medical 
arrangements on the line of communication and transport of sick 
from front to base; medical arrangements required on line of 
march and position of medical units; natural features of the 
country; supplies, especially local supplies; amount of sickness 
expected on such a campaign from (a) sickness; (b) wounds, how the 
former might be influenced by season, climate, &c. ; special sanitary 
precautions to be observed; any matters in connection with the 
Geneva Convention; medical officers'. orders, how issued in a 
Brigade (vide combined training); a brief explanation of the follow
ing returns rendered on field service: A.F.'s, A. 6, A. 7, A. 28, and 
A. 29 j A.B.'s, 27 A. and 27 B.; A.H.F. 110, and F.T.F. 37; and 
finally any other points of medical interest connected with the 
forthcoming campaign. 
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· F. J. Wade-B1'own 45 

The appreciations sent to the Headquarter Office showed that 
a great deal of trouble had been taken in their preparation and they 
were thorough in every detail. 

On February 1st, at the Headquarter Office, the Principal 
Medical Officer of the Division, Surgeon-General ·A. T. Sloggett, 
C.M.G., addressed the assembled medical officers, and in a few words 
explained the object of their attendance at manceuvres. 

Each medical officer was directed to keep a diary and enter in 
it everything that took place that concerned his unit, every order 
that he would have given and every arrangement he would have 
made had the manceuvres been a reality, and to forward a report. at 
the close of the campaign to the Principal Medical Officer, Field 
Force, to enable that officer to complete a war diary ordered by the 
General Officer Commanding. On the line of march officers were 
visited and questioned respecting medical arrangements made for 
advance guards, flank guards and rear guards; also as to arrange
ments for medical assistance such as the positions of collecting 
stations, dressing stations, and field hospitals, and how wounded 
men were to be succoured and disposed of. When in bivouac, 
medical officers were questioned on sanitary matters, camps, and 
so forth. 

During temporary cessations of hostilities, or during an armis
tace, 'as many medical officers as possible would meet to compare 
notes and talk over the events of the previous day or days. The 
following conclusions were arrived at by the majority of medical 
officers assembled in the Divisional Headquarter Camp on the 
night of February 6th, at SHELARVADI, when hostilities had ended:-

REMARKS. 
(1) Medical Aid for Cavalry. 

A great deal has been written and said about medical assist
ance for the cavalry, and the more I see of cavalry working on 
manceuvres the more I am convinced that medical assistance 
according to regulation is inadequate. 

Cavalry are an uncomplaining lot, it is death or glory with 
them; no one would attempt to deter them from obtaining as much 
glory as possible, but it is our duty as medical officers to try and 
lower their death ,roll, and to'do this I would recommend either that 
(1) the bandsmen be highly trained in first aid (King's Regulations, 
para. e34), mounted, and be told off in sections of six to each 
squadron with a certain number of Colonel Hathaway's cradles and 
a small amount of surgical equipment carried on two mules; should 
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46 Manwuvres of the 6th (Poolla) Division dU1'ing 1909 

a man be so severely wounded that he could not be moved then 
one of these bandsmen should remain with him until succoured 
by the cavalry field ambulance, which is really only of use in general 
cavalry engagements; or (2) that a certain number of Royal Army 
.Medical Corps non-commissioned officers and men go through a 
course of equitation, be mounted and attached to' each cavalry 
field ambulance for use with mdependent cavalry; or -(3) that some 
of the four non-commissioned officers and thirty-four privates of the 
bearer division' of each cavalry field ambulance be trained in like 
manner and used with independent cavalry as required. 

In India the fast moving field hospital takes the place of the 
cavalry field ambulance, and the Royal Army Medical Corps are 
represented by the Army Hospital Corps and Army Bearer Corps, 
the remarks above apply equally to the last-named units. 

(2) Divisional Troops. 

The divisional troops are always a source of anxiety to the 
Administrative Medical Officer (Principal Medical Officer in India) 
for there is no medical unit appointed to look after their welfare. 
Some of them are occasionally attached to a brigade, and are 
supposed to be attended by an officer detailed by the senior medical 
officer of that brigade, but more often they work by themselves. 
The three field artillery batteries, the howitzer brigade, the heavy 
battery, and the mounted infantry are the units mostly concerned. 
In the Indian army a field hospital is allotted to the divisional 
troops on mobilisation, but the British army has no such unit. 
In practice the three field ambulances would invariably be employed 
with the three infantry brigades. 

A horse artillery brigade has a medical officer in medical charge 
of two batteries. A field artillery brigade (three batteries and 
ammunition column) has one medical officer. A heavy artillery 
battery (248 officers and men) has no medical officer, but is depen
dent for assistance on the medical officers of the howitzer brigade. 

Manamvres have taught, and they teach more than books, that 
a medical officer is absolutely necessary on active service for each 
battery (nearly 200 officers and men), therefore the batteries of a 
division are seven medical o'fficers short. It is an utter impossi
bility for one medical officer to look after three batteries at once, 
experience having proved that they are often in action miles apart; 
for the same reason it is likewise impossible for the medical officer 
of the howitzer brigade to attend to the sick and wounded of the 
heavy battery (vide War Establishments, p. 2), and for the medical 
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F. J. Wade-Brown 47 

officer in an infantry brigade to look after his own battalion in 
action as well as any battery attached to it. 

To recapitulate, there should be a cavalry field ambulance with 
divisional troops and a reserve of medical officers to provide for 
units dividing up, and for casualties amongst medical officers, a 
most important matter which is never given any consideration. 

(3) The Senior Medical Officer of a Brigade. 

The appointment of Senior Medical Officer of a brigade should 
be a separate appointment; he should not be the senior medical 
officer doing duty with one of the battalions, for his position then 
becomes an anomaly. 

His position should correspond with an administrative medical 
officer of the (iivisional staff; he should be a senior lien tenant
colonel and qualified in sanitation and always remain with or near 
the brigade headquarters. The brigadier frequently desires to 
consult his senior medical officer regarding something medical 
he wishes to know or requires inserted in his operation orders, 
and if the senior medical officer be with his battalion he may 
be miles away from headquarters when he is wanted. 

(4) Line of Communication in India. 

The removal of sick and wounded from the field hospitals to the 
base is not according to any definite plan. 

A field hospital, or a section of one, is dropped when occasion 
arises, and becomes a non-dieted stationary field hospital of the line 
of communication.· Perhaps some day stationary hospitals, the 
same as those of the British organisation, will be authorised and 
include some of the members of the .Q.A.M.N.S.I. and their 
personnel. 

Clearing hospitals are not known as such, but one section of 
every field hospital is lightly equipped; in my report upon· the 
manoouvres I recommended that this section should be provided 
with good transport (mule tongas and riding mules) and be utilised 
to evacuate sick from one field hospital to another along the line of 
communication and bring up medical and other stores. 

Sanitary sections and- squads do - not exist on the line of 
communication in India. 

(5) Equipment. 

Medical officers on active service carry their own pocket case 
of surgical instruments and it would be a great boon if, at 
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48 ManC13uvres of the 6th (Poona) Division during 1909 

Government expense, they could be provided with a miniature 
" tabloid "and a hypodermic case, the former similar to the one 
contained in the "Field Medical Companion" (home service), but 
smaller. On the march, and especially at night. time on man
oouvres, these additions would often prove most useful. 

A small amount of surgical equipment carried on the limbers of 
field guns would also be of service. 

(6) Wounded Men. 

Wounded men are often very hard to find, especially when the 
fighting takes place in long grass, millet, rice and jowari; a man 
should be directed, if he cannot walk, to fix his bayonet and stand 
his rifle on end, the bayonet being fixed in the ground. The butt 
of the rifle would easily be seen by the stretcher-bearers, and many 
valuable lives would be saved. Only about 2 per cent. would be 
unable to do this. The value of this suggestion was exemplified at 
Indori Bridge fight and in other engagements during the manamvres. 

(7) Spine Pads. 

One battalion (2nd Worcester Regiment) wore spine pads, or 
spine protectors, of thin material, coloured red, black, and yellow, 
but it was not more free from heatstroke than the other battalions, 
(vide list of casualties attached.) 

The manoouvres brought forth many other interesting points and 
the operations gave an opportunity of stUdying service conditions 
both in the hills and in the open country, and of contrasting the 
British and Indian field medical organisations. The endurance of 
the troops was marvellous; the nights were very cold and the shade 
temperature in the middle of the day over 90° F., also the marches 
were long and trying, and meals and sleep hours irregular. Not
withstanding these viscissitudes the general health of the troops 
remained good; the number of casualties, British and native, is 
shown in the attached base hospital returns. 
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BASE HOSPITAL, KIRKEE. BRITISH TROOPS. 

Retttrn of Sick from Poona Divisional Manmuvres, 1909. 
From February 2nd to 7th, 1909. 

N.C.O:s AND MEN OFFICERS 

---CORPS 

:~~~1::~ 
REMARKS 

Diarrhrea 
Malaria I V ~nereal Digestive Organs Heat· Local Skin Other 

and dIseases system of loco· strol{e injuries· diseases general Local 
dysentery motion diseases 

------------------------- ----------------- ---------
R.F.A. .. .. .. .. .. . . 1 .. 1 . . . . .. 2 1 Wound scalp. 
R.G.A. .. .. .. .. 1 .. .. .. 2 .. . . . . 3 . . . . 
1st Nrthmptn.Regt. .. 10 .. .. 1 1 12 1 1 1 27 .. . . 
1st Lincoln Regt. 4 2 .. .. 4 2 8 2 3 .. 30 .. . . 
2nd Worcs. Regt. .. 4 1 5 .. 1 1 .. 1 .. 9 .. . . 
2nd Leics. Regt. 1 .. 1 1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 . . . . 
1st GIoucs. Regt. .. 7 .. 2 .. 1 2 .. . . . . 10 1 Sprained foot. 
East Surrey Regt. .. . , .. .. .. .. . , .. .. . . .. 1 Con tUBion 

face. 
--------- ---- ------------------- ------------

Total ., .. 5 23 3 8 6 5 26 3 5 1 85 3 

• Includes 20 cases of sore feet. 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBERS OF ADMISSIONS TO THE NATIVE BASE HOSPITAL, KIRKEE, DURING THE DIVISIONAL MAN<EUVRES. 

KIRKEE, FEBRUARY 9TH. 
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-- ------ ---- ---- -- -- -------- -- ---..,...... -- ---- -- -- -- - -- --
3rd Sappers and 1 1 1 1 1 [) 

Miners 
107th Pioneers 1 1 

80th Carnatic 1n- l 1 

fantry 
114th Mahrattas .• 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 10 

127th Beluchis .. 1 1 1 3 

26th Light Cavalry 1 1 1 3 

110th. ~iahratta 1 1 

Light Infantry 
123rd Rifles 1 1 

'I'3rd Carnatic 1n- l 1 1 3 

fantry 
79th Carnatic 1n- l 1 1 1 1 5 

fantry 
34th Poona Horse 3 1 1 5 

64th Pioneers 4 1 2 7 

66th Punjabis 1 4 5 

103rd Mahrattas .. 1 1 1 1 2 1 7 
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