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A portion of the tumour was submitted to the Royal Army Medical 
College, and the following report was received :-

" The tissue consists of a fibrous stroma among which are embedded 
epithelial cells. In a great many cases the epithelial masses have appar
entliundergone necrosis and are infiltrated in the centre with hremorrhage. 
The tumour appears to be a squamous-celled ~pithelioma." 

In the microscopical sections prepared the malignant cells were seen 
to have been destroyed by the treatment and were in process of removal 
by leucocytes. . All that remained of the malignant cells were keratinous 
masses in which the individual cells were unrecognizable. The adjacent 
connective tissue reacted to these -dead keratinous masses as to a foreign 
body and responded by the proliferation of fibroblasts and the formation of 
excess of fibrous tissue-scar tissue. 

SYNOPSIS OF OPERATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1908 AT THE 
CAMBRIDGE HOSPITAL, ALDERSHOT. 

By CAPTAIN J. G. CHURTON. 

Royal Army Medical Corps. 

Operations on Tumo7trs.-Several non-malignant tumours, such as 
lipomata, fibromata, angiomata, and papillomata, were excised 

Operations on Cysts.-A patient with hydatid cysts in the spleen and 
liver was operated upon. The cyst in the spleen was about the size of 
a child·s head; it was cut down upon through the abdominal wall and 
aspirated, then drawn up into the wound and incised, the lining mem
brane being removed; finally the parietal peritoneum, together with the 
margins of the opening in the cyst, were stitched to the skin, a drainage 
tube being inserted. The cyst in the liver, which was considerably 
smaller than the one in the spleen, was incised and drained. The patient 
did very well. 

Excavation of Abscesses. - Amongst these were two cases of liver 
abscess. One was a small superficial abscess in the left lobe, in a patient 
who had been recently invalided home from India for hepatitis, probably 
the result of malaria and alcohol, there being no history of dysentery. 
The abscess was incised and drained with satisfactory results; the pus 
was found' to . be"sterile" ,The ,'other case-was one of multiple. abscesses 
following dysentery, operated upon by Captain Greenwood, R.A.M.O. 
The patient eventually died of septicremia. 

Two chronic tuberculous abscesses were incised, scraped, and stitched 
up, small drains being removed- after forty-'eight hours. The abscesses 
healed by first intention. 

Removal of Foreign Bodies.- Lieutenant Heslop, R.A.M.O., after 
localising with the X-rays, successfully removed a small revolver bullet 
from the thigh of a patient. 
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Operations on Veins,-Eighteen oases of varioose veins of the legs 
were operated upon, exoision of the veins being performed. In only one 
Oase was it thought neoessary to- do Trendelenburg's operation, this 
was done in addition to exoision of the enlarged veins lower down. All 
the oases did well. 

'Operations on Nerves.-An operation was performed on a patient who 
for a oonsiderable period had complained of persistent pain in the neigh. 
bourhood of a scar, resulting from an operation for varioooele. A piece 
of the ilio-inguinal nerve was excised with complete success. 

Operations on the Skin and Subcutaneous Tissues.-These were four 
case~ of skin grafting, all operated on by the Thiersch method. 

Operations on Bones.-Wiring of fractures: This was done in two 
oblique fractures of the tibia and fibula, and in two oblique fractures of 
the humerus, it being impossible to reduoe the displacement satisfactorily. 
A case of transverse fracture of the patella, and two cases of fraoture of 
the oleoranon process of the ulna, where there was considerable separa
tion of the fragments, were also operated on. 

Four cases of osteotomy for hallux valgus, in which a sufficient wedge 
from the metatarsal bone just behind the joint was removed. 

A case of partial excision of the ankle-joint for tubercular disease 
which necessitated removal of the whole of the astragalus and part of 
the ,os calcis, was very successful. The wound healed by first intention; 
and though it was necessary to invalid the patient out of the Service, he 
left hospital with an extremely useful joint, apparently quite sound, and 
with very fair movement. 

Removal of- the internal semilunar cartilage was performed in five 
oases, the patients being unable to perform their duties, owing to the 
frequent locking and subsequent synovitis of the knee-joint. In two 
cases the cartilage was found to be partially split; in one a fold of 
synovial membrane was also removed. All the patients ultimately 
did well. 

Loose bodies in joints: A smooth, rounded mass of articular oartilage 
was removed from the ~'nee-joint of a patient. 

Chronic villous synovitis - lipoma arborescens - was operated upon, 
the villi being as far as possible clipped away. The patient is at present 
on sick furlough. 

Operations on Muscles, Tendons, and Fascia.-These included operative 
treatment on a number of cases of hammer-toe, in which tenotomy of 
the lateral ligaments, the glenoid ligaments, and the long flexor tendon, 
together with forcible hyperextension, was undertaken. This method 
of treatment proved very suocessful. 

Amputations.-Sir H. Howse's two-stage modification of Furneaux 
Jordan's hip-joint amputation was undertaken in a case of extensive 
tubercular disease of the hip-joint with numerous sinuses; the patient, 
however, died of shock after the second operation. 
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Operations on the Eyeball.-In two oases exoision of the' eyeball was 
performed; one oase on aooount of a septio wound with oommenoing iridio
oyolitis; the other for a foreign body, a piece of brass from a blank 
oartridge whioh had exploded in the fire and had penetrated the oornea 
and the lens, and was 'partially protruding into .. the· posterior ohamber. 
Both cases did well. 

Operations on the Ear.-Stake's antrectomy was performed on three 
oooasions; two have been satisfactory, the third, which was done quite 
reoently, is still under tra~t~ent "and progressing well. One oase of 
antrum disease in whioh an abscess over the mastoid was inoised and 
drained ended fatally, the patient refusing to have a seoond operation. 
In this case the pus not only extended to the surface, but also made its 
way inwards, giving rise to an abscess in the temporo-sphenoidal lobe 
of the brain. 

Operations on the Larynx and Trachea.-Tracheotomy was performed 
in a oase of cut throat; the patient had incised his larynx in two different 
places. After the tracheotomy tube had been inserted .the wounds in the 
larynx were sutured together. The tube was removed on the fifth day, 
and by the fourteenth everything had healed up. 

Operations on the Thorax.-One case of empyema was opened and 
drained,portions of two ribs being removed, and though convalescence 
was prolonged, the patient ultimately made a good recovery. 

Operations on the Abdomen.-Forty-seven cases nave been' operated 
upon for the radical oure of hernia; these include one umbilical, one 
double inguinal, two cases which had previously been operated upon but 
reourred, one nine months, the other twelve months after the original 
operation; the remaining cases were all inguinal and by tar the larger 
portion right-sided. The operation performed in the latter cases was a 
modified Bassini's. All the results so far have been satisfactory. 

There were twenty-two operations for appendicitis; in five of these 
the appendix was removed during the quiescent period. One death from 
diffuse peritonitis, possibly due to infection during the cutting off of the 
appendix, resulted.· Sinoe then'I have invariably used'the oautery for this 
purpose and believe it to be the safest method. Phree oases were operated 
upon within forty-eight hours of the attack, the appendix in each being 
removed; all did well. Eleven were operated upon at different stages 
during the attack-duration more than forty-eight hours-in all pus was 
present. The appendix was removed in six oases only, all were drained. 
One death resulted from multiple abscesses of the liver from pylephlebitis 
secondary to the appendicitis. One case operated upon within six hours 
of the onset of pain was found to have diffuse peritonitis, the result of 
perforation of the appendix. Though still in hospital the patient is 
progressing favourably. 

Abdominal section for aseptic variety of tuberoular peritonitis was 
performed on two occasions; in both cases the patients apparently made 
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complete and rapid recoveries. One of these cases was thought to be 
suffering from appendicitis, and at the operation the tubercles were seen 
to be entirely confined to the appendix, the coocum, and the adjoining 
ilium. 

A case of stricture of the pylorus due to adhesions was successfully 
operated upon, the pylorus being freed. Nephro-lithotomy for renal 
calculus was performed in one case, a number of small stones being 
removed from the pelvis of the kidney. The patient is still in hospital, 
but a small sinus now only remains. 

Operations on the Rectum and Anus.-Twerity-two cases of piles were 
operated upon, the method of procedure being ligature and excision, in 
all but two cases Whitehead's operation was performed. All were 
satisfactory.· Five cases of fistula were incised, scraped, and packed, 
with good results. Two cases of fissure were incised and did well. One 
.case of prolapse of the rectum was treated by complete removal of the 
prolapse, with satisfactory result. 

Operations on the Male Generative Organs. - Twenty-two cases of 
varicocele were operated· upon. In sixteen the usual procedure of excising 
a portion of the veins and suturing of the divided ends, the incision 
being placed over the external abdominal ring, was followed. Some of 
the cases were not altogether satisfactory, the patients returning again 
after a variable time, to say they had some recurrence of the pain; accord
ingly, in the remaining six I operated with the view of not only reducing 
the venous congestion, hut of giving more support. to the testicle, which 
I take to be one of the principal causes of the pain and discomfort. In 
short, I combined the operation mentioned above with that of excision of 
a portion of the skin on the affected side of the scrotum, and converted 
a longitudinal incision of the underlying tissues into a transverse one, 
the divided edges of the skin being finally brought together and sutured~ 
So far these cases have all done well. 

Fifteen cases. of hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, two of which 
followed operations for hernia, were operated upon, excision of the 
parietal layer of the sac being effected in each case. All were successful. 

Castration was performed on two occasions, in one case for early 
tuberculosis of the epididymis, in the other for a painful retained testicle .. 
Both were successful. 

A NOTE ON THE INCINERATION OF FlECES IN INDIA. 

By CAPTAIN A. H. SAFFORD . 
. Royal A1'rny Medical Corps. 

THE accompanying diagram illustrates a simple method of incineration 
which has lately been adopted at Allababad. 

Colonel L. E. Anderson, Principal Medical Officer, and. Lieutenant
Colonel Lynden Bell, Senior Medical Officer, having made some experi: 
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