
Clinical and other Notes·" 199 

A CASE OF STATUS EPILEPTICUS. 

By MAJOR S. F. CLARK. 

Royal Army Medical Corps. 

SOME remarks on this case may be of interest, for, as far as my 
experience goes, the condition is not commonly met with in military 
hospitals. 

The patient, a private in the Mounted Infantry, was admitted to 
hospital at Middelburg, Cape Colony, on March 6th, 1909, suffering from 
enteric fever. On March 8th he had t~o epileptic fits, each lasting a 
few minutes. His fever pursued an ordinary course, and he soon became 
convalescent. On April 29th. he was ordered urotropine, and on May 6th 
and 8th his urine was examined and found, to be free from albumin. At 
8 a.m. on May 13th, while walking about the wards, he suddenly fell 
down and became rigid, his limbs and eyes began to work, and in about 
one minute from his fall he passed into a state of coma with stertorous' 
breathing. By 8.15 he had. had three fits of a true epileptic nature, and 
they continued with intervals of twenty to twenty-five minutes to about 
4.30 p.m., by which time he had been given 80 grains of bromide of 
potassium, and 10 grains of chloral by enema, land t grain morphia 
hypodermically, inhalations of amyl nitrite and of chloroform. From 
5 p.m .. to 7.30 p.m. no fit occurred, but at 7.30 p.m. they began afresh, 
and a further 30 grains of bromide and t grain morphia were given. 
All this time the patient had not shown the slightest sign of returning 
consciousness, and during each fit his face became deeply cyanosed and 
his pulse weak. To make certain that there was no suspicion of urremia 
some urine was drawn off by means of a catheter and tested for albumin; 
practically none was found. From 7.30 p.m. to 1 a.m. on 14th inst. fits 
occurred at frequent intervals, and by the last-named hour they had 
totalled thirty-eight. From 10 p.m. his condition seemed very precarious, 
pulse very rapid and weak, and cyanosis during the fits very marked. 
Chloroform and amyl nitrite had been found to be useless in preventing 
fits, so bromide of potassium by enema and morphia by hypodermic 
injections were pushed to the verge of safety. Nutrient enemata had 
been administered at intervals ever since 10 p.m. From 3 to 4 a.m. 
on the 14th he had only two fits, and he then lay quiet but unconscious 
till 10 a.m. (May 14th), when he had a slight fit which turned out to 
be the last one. His final dose of morphia and of potassium bromide 
were now given, and soon afterwards it was found that he was able to 
swallow liquids. By 2 p.m. (14th) be seemed to be sleeping naturally, 
but he did not appear to regain proper consciousness until the morning 
of May 15th, when he said" Yes" and" No." It was not till the morning 
of, the 16th inst. that he said anything else, and he then made an 
uninterrupted recovery. 

His medical history sheet shows that on June Brd, 1908, he was 
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found unconscious on' the veldt at Standerton, and he was admitted to 
hospital there for concussion of the brain. The cause of this disability 
was never satisfactorily traced. At Middelburg he was under the care of 
Captain Hanafin, on whom the brunt of the treatment fell . 

• 
lReport. 

REPORT ON SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
APPLIED CHEMISTRY. 

By MAJOR W. W. O. BEVERiDGE, D.S.O. 

Royal A.rmy Medical Oorps. 

THE first meeting of the International Congress of Applied Chemistry 
was held in Brussels in 1894, and the seventh International CongesB was 
held this year in London, from May 27th to June 2nd, for the first time 
in this country, under the patronage of His Majesty the King and his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. Sir Henry Roscoe, F.R.S., acted as 

, Honorary President, with Sir William Ramsay, F.R.S., as Acting.President, 
and Mr. W. Macnab as Honorary Secretary. 

Altogether about 3',000 members and over 600 ladies attended the 
Congress. Delegates from practically the whole civilised world were 
present, and all the lectures were well attended daily; a vast amount of 
work being carried out, as shown by the fact that among the seventeen 
sections over a thousand papers were presented at the meetings. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the Organising Committee 
and the committees formed in nearly every country for the excellence and 
the completeness as to detail of the sectional arrangements. Everything 
that could be done was done to make one's way easy, and the matter 
under discussion was well selected. 

The meetings were held in the buildings of the University of London, 
the Imperial Institute, and the Imperial College of Science and Tech
nology, which afforded excellent and ample accommodation. 

The organising work in connection with the different sections was 
entrusted to officers and committees, and each section made its own 
arrangements. 

The sectional officers consisted!of a president, vice-president, a secre
tary, and one or more assistant secretaries. At the close of each meeting 
the members elected an acting-president for the next meeting, but the 
secretaries elected at the first meeting remained in office during the 
whole session of the Congress. 

One great feature of all the sectional meetings was the distribution 
of most excellent abstracts, chiefly in English, of the papers to be read. 
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