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its details. Such cases, while yielding the Widal reaction to B. para
typhost£s B, do not react positively to M. melitensis, thus excluding the 
possibility of a mixed infection. 

This being the case, I consider that a diagnosis of Malta fever is 
unwarranted in cases where the blood reaction is negative to M. melitensis, 
no matter how closely the clinical picture may resemble that disease. 
In all such cases a test for the B. paratyphos·us B becomes necessary 
to exclude infection by this bacillus. Cases which are usually classified 
as Malta fever, in which the diagnosis is not based on the Widal reaction, 
or in which this test may have given negative results, should in future 
fall under the heading of paratyphoid fever, and by this means one may 
look forward to seeing a marked fall in the number of cases which are 
usually classed as Malta fever in our statistical returns. 

TURPENTINE SOAP. 
By CAPTAIN N. E. HARDING. 

Royal Army Medical Corp8. 

THIS soap, the recipe for which I owe to the kindness of Mr. H. M. 
W. Gray, M.B., F.R.C.S.E., Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen, 
will be found very useful I think to all who have to disinfect their hands 
frequently for any purpose, as it has all the advantages and none of the 
disadvantages of the proprietary ethereal soap, being non-irritating, cheap, 
and readily prepared, and non-evaporating. In using it it is best to take a 
little in the palm of the hand and rub it into the skin till nearly dry before 
taking up the nail-brush. Take two parts of soft soap and one of 
glycerine and boil together. Strain through muslin-an old handkerchief 
does very well-and when nearly cold add one part of turpentine and mix 
well. Keep in a wide-mouthed bottle. 

ON VACCINATION. 
By LIEUTENANT W. A. SPONG. 

Royal Army Medical Corp8. 

THE article on vaccination by Captain Walton, R.A.M.C., in the April 
issue of the Journal is very interesting, and although I fully agree 
with him that vaccination should be treated as a serious operation, I am 
quite at variance with the technique used by h~m, and consider it open to 
many objections. 

The objections are as follows :-
(1) Captain Walton requires three orderlies to carry out the sterilisa

. tion of the arm to be vaccinated. This is all very well when one can 
obtain the orderlies for the purpose, but in my short experience, I never 
could get more than one, and he was generally the orderly in charge of 
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