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until the cannula which it is proposed to leave in the wound is introduced, 
the large pus-filled cavity being easier to hit off than a partially contracted 
one. It is quite possible for a blunt instrument to glide over the peritoneal 
surface of the liver into the peritoneal 'cavity if no adhesions be present. 

Clim'cal Phenomena following the Operation.-In this case, after the 
first removal of pus the patient's temperature was lower than before 
the operation, but not normal; tenderness of the liver remained. No pus 
was removed by irrigation during the six days following the operation. 
Almost immediately the second abscess burst into the cavity the 
symptoms were relieved and the patient's temperature fell, to normal. 

A METHOD OF SECURING DRESSINGS WITHOUT THE USE 
OF BANDAGES. 

By MAJOR F. J. W. PORTER, D.S.O. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

IN a considerable number of operations, e.g., appendectomy, gastro
enterostomy, radical cure of hernia or varicocele-it is not necessary to 
apply, pressure over the dressing. The pressure of the bandage which 
is usually applied to keep the dressing in position, is in. many cases 
such a source of irksomeness and discomfort that it is useful to know 
of some other method. 

A 20 per cent. solution of gelatine, to which 1 per cent. thymol is added, 
is put into large test tubes, corked with cotton-wool, and sterilised for 
three successive days. The operation wound is covered by a narrow 
strip of gauze containing forty or fifty thicknesses. Over this is placed 
a square of gauze of two thicknesses, and large enough to overlap the 
pad by about 4 inches in every direction. The contents of a test tube 
(liquefied by having been placed in hot water) are now ,poured into a 
gallipot, and 20 minims of a 4 per cent. solution of formalin stirred in. 
By means of a small swab held in a pair of forceps, this paint is applied 
to the overlapping square of gauze, care being taken not to wet the thick 
pad, and to keep the gauze on the stretch. About t ounce will be found 
sufficient to secure a dressing of ordinary size. 

I used this method during the last two or three months of my stay at 
Colchester, and the economy in bandages was very striking. 

In such a climate as Sierra Leone the gelatine is always liquid. For 
hot climates, some preparation with a higher melting point should be 
secured, which would set much more quickly than the formula I have 
mentioned above. 

This method is not in any way original; I got it from Mr. Moynihan, 
of Leeds. 
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