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The exit wound was represented by the floor of his cranium, the details 
being as follows: The scalp was· split into two flaps, the larger being 
attached to the right side of the head. The whole cranial vault was 
blown away a little above Reid's base line and was soattered around the 
tent in pieoes of various sizes, whioh were stripped of dura mater and in _ 
some cases a portion of the periosteum was raised. 

On the floor about 1 yard behind where he must have been standing 
lay both cerebral hemispheres in their membranes apparently intact, 
having been enucleated en masse from the cranium. There were several 
radiating fraotures of the base of the skull. The faoe bones were intact, 
and there ,was no sign of injury to the faoe. 

He did the act in a tent, and just above where he stood there was 
one large hole, 1 inch by t inch, evidently where the bullet went out, and 
ten small holes like what would be caused by No. 4 shot, made no doubt 
by several small pieces of the oranial vault being driven through the tent, 
showing how small portions of bone may be turned into projectiles 
capable of doing damage by the impact of the bullet at close quarters. 

The seoond point of interest is the motive for doing suoh a thing. 
The deceased was a good solqier and was thought a lot of by his com
pany officer, to whom he was talking a few minutes before, and at the 
time he seemed quite well. 

There was one subject on which he used constantly to dwell in a 
morose fashion.:....viz., syphilis-and after one lecture during the winter 
session he said that if ever he got it he would commit suicide rather 
than face the possibilities of such a disease. He also left a letter 
warning young soldiers about going with women of a certain class. I 
might add that there were no signs of syphilis on the deceased. 

There does not seem any doubt that the deceased was a syphilo
phobe, and it points out that one should bear this in mind when lecturing 
on syphilis to soldiers, so that if one paints the picture darkly one should 
show the silver lining of good treatment as well. 

THE ADVANTAGES OF NATIONAL MILITARY TRAINING. 
By SERJEANT·MAJOR C. W. KIN SELLA. 

RDyal Army Medical ODrp8. 

IN considering this subject, I propose to deal with the advantages 
accruing to: (1) The individual; (2) the State. 

(1) To the first named, more especially if adopted in youth, the 
training can give nothing but beneficial results, morally by teaching self
reliance, stability of character, the meaning of patriotism in its highest 
sense, and every quality which tends towards manliness. It also teaches 
the lessons of obedience, self· restraint, and honour, while the emulation 
which exists among youths undergoing such training is productive of a 
rivalry which can have only the best results. 
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Physically, the open-air exercises are productive of nothing but benefit 
to the individual, improving his general physique, eliminating deterioration 
due to preventible causes, rendering him hardy and more immune from 
fatigue, and by the hygienic conditions so existing rendering him less 
susceptible to contract disease. Such an individual becomes a reliable 
citizen of the Empire, and when, in the fulness of time, he becomes a 
Benedict, his children, raised in the same tenets, play their part, however 
small, in forming the ideas of their (new) generation. One needs no 
further proof of the above assertions than a comparison between the 
healthy, happy-minded inmates of the Royal Duke of York's School (or 
its kindred institutions) and the children of those who, alas I cannot
obtain similar advantages. 

The training of the one carries him on, in nearly every case, success
fully, until he departs for" that bourne from which no traveller returns" ; 
to the second, heavily handicapped, life means one continual struggle. 

(2) To the State the military-trained citizen is an invaluable asset. 
Presuming he is not destined for the Services, he has learnt the virtue 
of patience under difficulties, punctuality, &c., and assimilated, perhaps 
unconsciously, loyalty to his employer-all useful assets in commercial 
life. 

Again, supposing him to have been educated in an institution which 
boasts of a cadet corps or similar organisation, pe has probably learned 
to take some interest in rifle shooting, which he still, where possible, 
follows during his leisure hours, until he becomes no mean shot. Con
sider the advantage to a State of having a body of citizens, who with a 
little organisation are not only willing to defend their hearths and homes, 
but competent to do it, as compared with an untrained and undisciplined 
mass. 

Having briefly enumerated the resulting advantages, let us consider 
the status quo in relation to their attainment. 

Drills and similar exercises are practised in most schools, in some no 
doubt with -much benefit; but . one would like to see introduced some 
universal system by which a regular progressive syllabus could be carried 
out: efforts to this end, indeed, are now engaging the attention of the 
Canadian and Australian Legislatures. Cadet corps and similar bodies 
should be more warmly encouraged, and the youth on leaving the same 
to face the battle of life should be taken in hand, and his military ardour 
encouraged in his new sphere, so fructifying the seed which has already 
been sown, a task which might indeed be allotted to the local associations 
in course of formation under the Bill of the Secretary of State for War. 

This subject is indissolubly connected with its kindred topic, " National 
Defence," and if we accept the late Lord Salisbury'S dictum that" the 
defence of a country is not the business of the Government, or of the War 
Office, but of the people," to the people one must look for support. 

Conscription, or indeed compulsory training in any form, is unaccept-
31 
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able to the people of Great Britain, so we must look to voluntary enthu
siasm to contribute the necessary quota. 

As Switzerland has latterly been much in evidence, one may be 
pardoned for digressing to consider that country's procedure. 

At 10 years of age, the schoolboy drills and plays at soldiers in his 
playground, assimilating rudimentary ideas; 'at the age of 20, he gives 
forty-five days' training in his first year, and sixteen days per annum for 
the next eleven years; then at 32 he becomes one of the First Reserve, 
where nine days in every four years only are required, and at the age 
of ,42 he passes to the Second Reserve, and is not interfered with unless 
war should arise. Without claiming that' this system is suitable for 
England, or that it produces highly trained soldiers, it behoves us to 
consider if some portion of the Britisher's annual holiday, and of the 
time spent in cricket, football, &c., might not be allotted to military 
training as a sport or pastime. Once the initial training stage is passed 
(as proposed in youth), a few days per annum are enough for the 
educated man to keep his knowledge sufficient to turn it to account in 
a tight corner. 

From the insular position of, Great Britain, she must necessarily 
depend upon the permanent forces, but without sharing either the 
pessimistic views of that party which continually preaches the invasion 
" bogey," or the self-complacent attitude of the upholders of the" Blue 
Water" school, there can be no harm in having a reserve of useful 
material to fall back on, should such become necessary. 

It cannot be forgotten that towards the end of the South African War 
untrained citizens were sent to Lord Roberts' assistance, at considerable 
expense to the nation and to the disappointment of their commanders. 

The scheme bristles with difficulties, it requires the whole-hearted 
enthusiasm of the nation, fostered by careful legislation, and although 
it would probably meet with opposition ,from trades unions and similar 
bodies, it is not likely they could withstand the pressure of local opinion. 

The artisan, clerk, shop-hand, &c., all have hours of relaxation-why 
should not some of it be given to the sport of military training? That 
the enthusiasm of the younger generation can be roused, the accounts 
of the Boys' Bisley and the Army school teams at the Aldershot rifle 
meeting are sufficient proof. 

The present Secretary of State for War has brought these facts home 
to the country, and much good work. also is being done by the National 
Service League and kindred associations, but much and arduous endeavour 
still remains. 

Should ,the day of trouble (which most people consider inevitable) 
arise for, tl;1e British Empire, let us hope that the nation will not be 
found in ~l;1e P9sition of " being too selfish to secure its own interests, and 
so fully deserve to lose them all." 
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A NEW PORTABLE MOSQUITO NET SUPPORT. 

FlO. 1. Flo.2. 

FlO. 3. 

FIO. 4. 
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