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TREATMENT OF KALA-AZAR 
TO THE EDITOR OF "THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SIR,-In reading Sir William Leishman's Review of Kala-Azar and 
Tropical Sore in the February number of the Journal; I notice that he 
makes no mention of the effect of the application of X-rays in the treat
ment of tropical sore. While at Rawal Pindi in 1908, a kalassi of the 
36th Sikhs came to me with a sore the size of a rupee on the dorsum of his 
hand. It had been diagnosed clinically as a Delhi sore, and had. the 
typical appearance of one, though I regret that a search for L. tr01Jica was 
not made. Under various methods of treatment with lotions and oint
ments no improvement was apparent, so I decided to try the effect of the 
X-rays. After three exposures the sore took on a more healthy appear
ance, while after seven exposures in all it had completely healed, leaving 
a particularly ~eat and unobtrusive scar. Six months later this same man 
died of cholera and I was able to assure myself that there had been no 
recurrence. 

I was so struck with the success of X-rays in this one case that I 
think it is possibly worthy of notice. 

I am, &c., 
Smith Farnboro', 

JJlarch 2, 1912. 
P. G. EAsToN, 

Oapt. B.A.M.O. 

A QUESTION OF WORDS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF "THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SIR,-Why, I most respectfully ask, does" Senior" strain at the poor 
gnat anopheles and make no mention of the herd of verbal camels that 
we all swallow daily? 

(By the way, it should be " strain 01it the gnat," I believe, if we are to 
be meticulous Grecians.) 

To take only a few words that spring at once to mind-what about 
septic for septic, opsonic for opsonic, radius for radius, and fibula for 
fIbula? While the shade of Carey alone knows whither Calliope would 
have flown had Horace invoked her: "DesceIIde coelo et dic age t'ibia." 

Furthermore, where in "Senior's" esteem comes the huge army of 
words that march under the sign of the bar sinister? Is there no hand
kerchief for his nostrils when, betwixt the wind a,nd his nobiIlty, stalk 
Appendicitis and his brother Appendicectomy, Monocular and Rectocele, 
and all the shameless cohorts of GnBco-Romish bastardy? 
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492 Oorrespondence 

The fact is, sir, that we are too far gone in decay to recover. We 
have descended easily into Avernus and now we cannot withdraw our 
feet. We have long ago become a byword and a hissing among the 
schoolmasters, and we do not apparently care. 

Of a famous grammarian Browning tells us that :-

He settled Hoti's business-let it be !
Properly based Oun-

Gave us the doctrine of the enclitic De, 
Dead from the waist down. 

Now we of this generation hold the business of Hoti and the base of 
Oun in contempt; while for the enclitic De we do not care an emphatic D ; 
but our interest focul:les on the fact that the grammarian was dead from 
the waist down; and we wonder if we could have done anything to help 
his pitiable tussis and calculus. 

I, for one, hold that this attitude of mind is not without justification. 

Spike Island, 
February 21, 1912. 

I am, &c., 
V. T. CARRUTHERS, 

Capt. B.A.M.C. 
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