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A FOURTH REPORT ON SPINAL ANALGESIA. 
By MAJOR J. W. H. HOUGHTON. 

Royal Army Medical Corps. 

THE following cases constitute the fourth series operated on by 
me under spinal analgesia, and are the second hundred consecutive 
cases in which spinal analgesia has been used in the Oambridge Hospital,. 
Aldershot. In aonformity with the three reports previously published in 
this Journal (see vol. xi, p. 117; vol. xiii, p. 384; vol. xvii, p. 169) the 
cases are taken consecutively without omissions and the results are such as 
to confirm my former apl"reciation of, and confidence in this method. 
That spinal analgesia is a great help to the operator, especially when short, 
handed, is now freely admitted, and that its safety is such as to make its 
employment preferable to the use of chloroform is also fully established. 

The principles and technique which are involved in this method of 
anresthesia should, however, be thoroughly studied before any attempt is 
made to employ it. They are simpler to master than the administration 
of general anresthesia. , 

This last series of 100 cases was operated on for the following 
conditions :-

Hernia, 31 ; acute appendicitis, 8; appendicectomy d jroid, 11; gastro
enterostomy, 2; other laparotomies, 2; ovariotomy, 1; total abdominal 
operations, 55. 

Hremorrhoids and fistulre, 11; diseases of the pubis and genitals, 17 ; 
fractures and wiring, 8; displacements of the internal semi-lunar cartilage 
and affections of the knee-joint, 4; lumbar abscess, 1; empyema, 1 ; 
stretching sciatic nerve, 1; varicose veins in leg, 2; total, 45. 

Total operations, 100. 
There was no case of failure in entering the dural sac, and in no case 

did the injected fluid fail to act. 
In four cases the analgesia did not last to the completion of the 

operation,so in these cases the final stitches were inserted p.ainlessly 
under the influence of light chloroform anresthesia. During the operation 
there was faintness or nausea in twenty cases. This usually lasted about 
ten minutes, when it passed off and left the patient comfortable. 

In thirteen cases the patients vomited on returning to the ward. 
Twenty~five patients complained of headache on the evening following 

the operation, but in only three of these cases was it necessary to 
administer a sleeping draught. 
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