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ARCHIBALD ARNOTT, SURGEON, 20TH FOOT. 

By MAJOR E. B. STEEL. 
Royal Army MeWical OOrp8. 

ARCHIBALD ARNOTT, M.D.Edin., 1815, joined the Army as 
Surgeon's Mate of the 11th (Light) Dragoons on April 14, 1795, 
and became Assistant Surgeon of that regiment on December 25, 
1796. He was promoted surgeon of the 20th Regiment of· Foot 
on August 23, 1799, and remained in that regiment during the 
rest of his service. He proceeded to Holland with the Corps, was 
present at the storming of the entrenchments of Krabbendam, and 
at both the actions fought at Egmont-op-Zee. 

His next service was at Minorca, thence he went to Egypt, and 
was present at the storming of the Forts at Alexandria. On the 
reduction in 1802 of the regiment by one battalion, Dr. Arnott 
was placed on half pay, but was restored to the active list in the 
1st Battalion on May 17, 1803. He served with his regiment in 
Malta, Sicily; Calabria, and was present at the Battle of Maida. 
He was with the regiment in Portugal, being present at the Battle 
of Vimiera, and in the retreat on Corunna. 

After a brief stay in England he accompanied the 20th on the 
Walcheren Expedition, where the Corps was decimated by fever, 
from the effects of which the regiment required two years' home 
service to recover. In 1812, Dr. Arnott again accompanied his 
regiment to Portugal, serving in Lord Wellington's campaigns 
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240 Archibald .Arnott, Surgeon, 20th Foot 

until the end of the war, including the Battle of Vittoria, all the 
actions in the Pyrenees in which the 20th took part, aud the battles 
of Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, and Toulouse. The regiment served in 
Ireland from 1814 to 1819, embarking for St. Helena in the latter 
year. Here occurred the most remarkable and eventful incident 
of Dr. Arnott's career. . This was his professional attendance on 
the Emperor Napoleon during his last illness. He was called in 
to see the Emperor (having been previously consulted by Professor 
Antomarchi, the Corsican physician) about half past ten on the 
night of April 1, 1821. The room was perfectly dark, and he could 
barely distinguish the form of Napoleon as he lay on his camp 
bed. From this date he daily saw the Emperor, who always 
conversed with him in a friendly and affable manner. On April 14, 
Napoleon presented the" Life of Marlborough," through him, to 
the officers of the 20th; and on the 19th he made his celebrated 
denunciation of the British Government. Arnott's professional 
ability, together with his kind and gentle manner, soon secured 
for him the full confidence of Napoleon. The good opinion of his 
illustrious patient was strengthened by the daily interviews, and 
ripened into warm, personal attachment and sincere esteem, which 
were reciprocated by Dr. Arnott. A few days previous to his 
death, Napoleon gave a very interesting testimony of his respect 
for Dr. Arnott. He desired that a valuable gold snuff-box might 
be brought to him, and having with his dying hand, and last 
effort of departing strength, engraved on its lid with a penknife 
the letter" N," he presented it to him. On May 3, he gave in
structions that should he become insensible no English physician 
but Arnott was to touch him Dr. Arnott was present at the 
death of Napoleon, which occurred at forty-nine minutes past five 
in the afternoon of May 5, 1821. The Emperor bequeathed to 
Arnott the sum of 600 napoleons, and tbe British Government 
granted to him a gratuity of £500. 

Surgeon Arnott went with his regiment from St. Helena to India 
in 1822, and returned to England in July, 1826. On December 25, 
following he was placed on the retired list at 15s. a day, having 
completed thirty years' service, twenty-seven of which were passed 
in the 20th. 

The following particulars of Dr. Arnott's life subsequent to 
his leaving the regiment are taken from the obituary notices 
which appeared in the daily papers at the time of his death. 
Dr. Arnott was almost the last survivor of those whose names will 
be handed down to posterity in connection with the la.st days of 
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Napoleon, and he had a rich fund of recollections and anecdotes 
of the period. These would have been read with interest, but 
except a clear and distinct account of the last illness, decease, 
and post-mortem appearances of Napoleon published in 1822, he 
could never be induced to commit them to print, being reluctant 
to mingle publicly in the keen and painful controversy of the time, 
although never concealing his own opinion in private conversation. 
From the sphere of public duty Dr. Arnott retired to his native 
parish, and there, on his patrimonial estate of Kirkconnel Hall, 
spent the evening of his days beneficially to the neighbourhood and 
honourably to himself, universally respected for his exemplary 
conduct in private life, and for the attention with which he dis
charged the duties of a magistrate and landlord. He sought in 
all ways to be useful to the community, his overflowing kindness, 
amiable mannerE'!, and readiness at every call to exert, gratuitously, 
his professional skill for the relief of the afflicted endearing him 
alike in the halls of the rich and in the cottages of the poor. Few 
men have enjoyed a larger share of the affection and esteem of their 
contemporaries, or have left behind them a more pleasing impres
sion upon the minds of survivors. Dr. Arnott died at Kirkconnel 
Hall, Dumfriesshire, on July 6, 1855, in the eighty-fourth year 
of his age. 

by copyright.
 on M

ay 22, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://m
ilitaryhealth.bm

j.com
/

J R
 A

rm
y M

ed C
orps: first published as 10.1136/jram

c-20-03-01 on 1 M
arch 1913. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://militaryhealth.bmj.com/

