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Two double blocks to take 2i--in. rope, with hooks. 
One single do. 
60 ft. of 2t-in. hemp rope for tackle. 
60 ft. of l~-in. hemp rope for guide ropes and slings. 
30 ft. of small preferably tarred lanyard for lashings. 
4 in. nail to fix in head of post. 
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The apparatus is prepared thus :-
The stake is planted in the ground, smaller end downwards; 5 ft. 6 in. 

appear above ground. 
The small single block is fastened to it by lashing, where it emerges 

from the ground. A lashing is fastened to the smaller end of the long 
spar to receive the hook of the upper double block. 

The longer spar is lashed by means of a diagonal lashing to the up· 
right and slung by taking turns over the head of the stake which must 
be left square. 

A 4-in. nail should be driven 2 in. into the centre of the stake to keep 
the turns from slipping. The lashing should permit of some movement. 
At least four turns of lanyard should be used to each supporting loop. 

The blocks are hooked on and the tackle is rove and carried through 
the single block. 

The sling for the stretcher is prepared by cutting two pieces of the 
It-in. rope into two equal lengths, each of about 12 ft. These are laid 
together, doubled, and the loop-ends tied in a knot so as to leave a 
double loop; the four free ends are each tied in a loop, great care being 
taken to make them of equal length. The loops must be large enough to 
go over the stretcher handles. 

H. E. R. J. 

<tonesponbence. 

MARKING OF HOSPITAL UTENSILS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF ,,'THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

Sm,-I was reading an interesting article in the British Medical 
Journal of February 1, 1913, on John Haygarth. On p. 240, Rule VIII. 
for H. Fever Wards," occurs the rule". . . pots, cups, and other utensils 
are to be of a peculiar colour, lest they be inadvertently taken amongst 
other patients." This sentence, it seems to me, applies mainly to us 
in India. At the present time the rule is for enteric, infectious and the 
various forms of venereal patients to have their utensils marked in a 
sealing-wax compound with their respective letters, E., 1., G., S., &c. ; 
this marking invariably washes off in a very short time and has con
stantly to be renewed, and it is continually a matter of annoyance to find 
that utensils in use are devoid, or half devoid, of proper lettering. A 
trivial matter, no doubt, yet I think that if Haygarth's idea of different 
coloured china,s were introduced, which would cost the authorities very 
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little, it would prove a great advantage; say, red for enteric, green for 
infectious, and some other colours or bands for venereal patients. Ward 
boys and others would at once see that they were different from the rest 
of the crockery in the wards. 

I am, &c., 
Kamptee, J. H. BARBouR, 

February 19. 1913. Major, B.A.M.O. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE VALUE OF OERTAIN OHEMICALS 
FOR THE STERILIZATION OF WATER. 

TO 'THE EDITOR OF "THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS." 

SIR,-As I have spent some considerable time in investigating the 
value of chlorine as a means of sterilization of water, I feel bound to 
draw attention to some errors which appear in the above article in this 
month's Journal. 

In the first place the silver nitrate method only estimates the 
combined chlorine in the chloride of lime and not the free chlorine. 
The arsenious acid and iodine method should have been used. 

In the second place the author's arithmetic is surely very much at sea. 
Having found 0·3 part of free chlorine in one gramme of the chloride of 
lime powder, be then states that a solution of 3 grammes of chloride of 
lime in 10 c.c. of water contains 0·3 part of free chlorine in each cubic 
centimetre, whereas it only contains 0'09 part. 

Again, it is stated further on that 0'003 C.c. of this solution of chloride 
of lime in 10,000 C.c. of water makes a dilution of 0'3 part per million, 
whereas it only makes a dilution of 0'027 part per million. No wonder 
that this dilution was found subsequently to be useless for the sterilization 
of water. 

It is unfortunate that a method of water sterilization which has been 
found efficient under certain circumstances should be brought into 
discredit by such a report as this. 

Royal Army Medical Oollege, 
London, S. W. 

March 17, 1913. 

I am, &c., 
H. B. FAWCUS, 

Major, B.A..M.O. 
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